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aſtoniſhing progreſs made by | Ore 
fidelity in f eſent 5 of the world 
ends . 
uliar Ace of energy ß 
vi N in the cauſe of 3 
Truth. They cannot fail to recollect, 3 
that, although Religion itſelf is invul- i} 


nerable againſt every attack which ar. 
| _ tifice and violence direct againſt i 
their indiſpenſable duty to exert their 925 


utmoſt efforts to check the ravages ge 

an enemy ſo fatal to the deareſt in- 
 tereſts of man: and no mode of pro- 
tection "againſt its contagious ſpitit 

y ſeems better calculated for general uſe, =. 


= rr 


than A FULL AND CLEAR ELUCIDA- 
TION or THE PROPHBTICAL VARFS 
O THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 
The evidence rn PROPHE= 
ex in ſupport of REVELATION, is a pro- 
greflive and an accumulating evidence, 
which ſhines with increaſing brightneis 
as time advances in its courſe, and col 
lets ſtrength from each ſucceeding age, 
And as the extraordinary events NOW 
| PASSING BEFORE: OUR BYTES Will be 
found to augment the ſplendour of its 
light, and to give force to its ſtrength, 
while they receive in return a ray from . 
| Divine truth, which diſcovers: their only 
gin, and points out their courſe; it 
may be preſumed, that a ſummary view 
of the Prophecies is particularly 8vITzD 


To STRIKE THE MINDS OF "THE FRB | 
SENT GENERATION, WHO, SEEK IN 


2 
et 


VAIN 


PREFAGE. NE 
| var ren cue fun ADB@VATE 
EXPLANATION OP OCCURRENCES $0 
DEEPLY / INTERESTING | 10 ruxk- 


S BLV TY 


4 BY 4 * 2 7% * 4 3 * t = 1 E 4 


heren, which Sade a ma- 
terial branch of our education, aſſumes 
the Lk dignity of character, when 
ſhe becomes the companion of REL1- 
etox, and the Interpreter of the Ora- 
cles of . Her volumes preſent the 
moſt wor rul PER and TONE 
i the Bible. ans of the writers of f 
al ages and countries—whether Pagans 
Chil ians—Jews—antient, or even 
modern; 'Infidels—whatever - their opi- | 
nions, prejudices, or deſigns, unfold the 
myſteries of prediction, ſhow the fulfil- 
ment of the Divine will and in reality 


„ PRE F:A/O/E, 
= : ; Da Cllevieg! Work is intended to fo 
= theſe truths 1 in a ſtriking point of view; 
IT DISPLAYS THE HARMONY OF/PRO- 
PHECY — THE ONE GREAT SCHEMB 
THAT PERVADES ALL ITS PARTS—' 
AND TRE CONCURRENCE or ALL Ru- 
MAN EVENTS, T0 neee , 
$TUPENDOUS lx. 
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Fully a e ee 8 a falls « EX» 

. tremely mort of that excellence which 
he · ſubject demands, I lament that ſuch 

a ſketch of Prophetical and Hiſtorical 
harmony as the times ſeem urgentiy to 
require, delineating preſent as well as 
paſt occurrences with a faithful and an 
able pencil, and marking them with 
the colours of ſtrong and vivid deſcrip- 
tion, has not hitherto been offered to 
the public. I am perſuaded, that ſuch ; 
4 work would | moſt effectually ANT by: 


3 3 5 
a 


4 
; — — - _ 
* 


WE 


Dae rWAtrns Ford Ph tte SS; 1 


| up as THE FIRM 'SUPPORTERS|/OF THE 


? # 
A 
. | an hy. N 
8 4 CAUSE oF. \CHRISTIANITY, Mt . 
«A 5 . 5 | | 
: | | 8 
* N g g * * T's | a+ oF 18 EY 1 15 * 
* n 2% #7144 *, 4 1 4.7% 4 » £4 £7 + * 3 bn * "$$! r ear 157 
1 4 eh 3 * 2 SY, 8 £4 MEAL Sed ARS #-5 3 
id * 
1 

ö 

1 

3 

„ 1 

j 

J 

4 Pa 4 

5 ; | | 
1 3 

, if f y 

* — } 

* : 5 | 

2 5 

# ; f 

x . ny x ; : i N 
* Z : 
* 5 1 
- 
, 2 . 
a | : 
* & . 
- * 4 
» 
70 * * 


* PREFACE. h ; 


received. much afftance-in ann: 
Bis bc ee 


Author. The plan — with an 
ardent Friend to the cauſe of Religion, 
Who was led, by s very extenſive know- 
der dhe paſing train "of events with pe- 
e e! 
was anxious to repreſent this enlighten · 
ing and conſolatory' truth to the public. 
at liberty to mention, and whoſe anx- 
iety for the ſucceſs of this Publication is 
perfectly -difintereſted, I have not only 
received many judicious corrections of 
What I bad written, but ſuch valuable 
communications as are deſervedly ſu 
ſtituted for many of the materials which 
1 bad prepared for the preſs. 1 had. 
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PREFACE ES 
alſo the advantage of. ſubmitting my 
papers to the peruſal of the learned 
and excellent Prelate, to whom I am 
allowed the honour of inſcribing this 
Work; to whoſe enlightened and com- 
prehenſive views of the ſubject of Pro- 
phecy itſelf, I am happy to acknowledge 
my obligations ; ; and to whom the pub- 


lic are indebted for the firſt intimation - 


of the PRINCIPLE that alone can ex- 
plain the extraordinary events which : 
excite univerſal attention“. I congra- | 
tulate my Readers on my having ob- 
tained ſuch important aſſiſtance, as it 


has ſtamped that value upon the vo- 


lumes now offered to their notice, which 
I am confident could not have been de- | 
"008 from wy own Unaaded labours. 
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No. one, who believes in the exiſtence 
d can doubt the Divine Know-  _ 


* - „ 


1 


— 


"= of all things paſt, preſent, and to 
come, or the Divine Power to . 
thoſe. things, to men in ſuch measure 
and on ſuch occa. 0887 5 Divine Wiſdom. 
directs. To God the paſt, the preſent, 
and the future, muſt be the ſame. He 
views the greateſt and moſt wonderful 
events in their remoteſt cauſes; the 
ſeheme of thoſe events is altogether, pre; 

ſented to the Divine Mind, of, which. W 
mortalsoniy catch a glimpſe, and ſurvey ße 
W. ken ports. 8 Bute. er 2 I 


"SB ſeience 5 


* 


+ 
g 
* 


— 


* . 
* 


Te} 
frience of the - Almighty. is univerſally 
acknowledged, his ſuperintending Pro- 


vidence is frequently denied. Plunging 


intg the: 


yſs of metaphyſical abſtrac- 


tion, man tries in vain to fathom its 
depth with the ſhort line of his finite 


underſtanding ; and unable to reconcile 


the ſuperintending and directing Proyi- 
dence of God with his ideas of the free 


will of man, t the miſts of doubt conceal 


this rock of conſolation, hope; and joy, 


to which the Scriptures point as his ſe- 
curity; and he either ſtruggles comfort- 


leſs ag ainſt the ills of life, or coldly re- 


figns RAE to the laws of fate, or the 


fluctuations of chance. To believe, that 
the Almighty Creator is "alſo the con- 
fant Governor of the univerſe, is a point 


f conſiderable importance to human 


happineſs; and to eſtabliſh this doctrine 
upon ſolid. ground i is of conſiderable im- 
portance to the intereſts of Religion. 
It is the deſign of this work to draw 
conviction from the ſacred ſource of 


e 3 


© 


a1 


prophecy. But here it may be aſked 
by thoſe who freely acknowledge: the 
power of God to declare 


has done ſo? A ſatisfactory anſwer to 
this very ſerious queſtion will be found 


in an attentive examination of thoſe writ- 


ings, which the Jewiſh and the Chriſti 
Church agre 


ee in believing to be prophe- 
tic. And many others have been given. 
—The certainty of Revelation has been 
variouſly. as well as repeatedly proved. 


It is not the defect in proof, but the 


want of inveſtigation, that produces in- 
fidelity. For notwithſtanding the preten · 


ſions of the preſent age to zealfor truth; - 

who now will even read the laborious 
reſearches of her faithful advocates; Chal- 

lingworth, Stillingfleet, Pearſon, Hooker; 


Warburton, Cudworth, Leland, or But- 
ler? Even Maurice is neglected, though 


the: charms of novelty, of poetic fiction, 
n of a _ ſtyle unite to decorate 


rod „ the 
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ther it clearly appears, that he acuity 
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the pillar, which he has patiently built 


up in her ſupport, from a quarry, which 


her enemies have long conſidered as their 


excluſive property. It is forgotten, that 


while nothing is more eaſy, than to bring 


forward a multitude of objections in 
a very ſmall volume, it is abſolutely 


impoſſible to anſwer them within the 


readers, it is to be feared, imagine tha 


thoſe objections, which almoſt daily iſ- 


ſue from the prefs, in the form beſt cal- 
culated: for extenſive circulation, are 
the diſcoveries of this enlightened age; 
whereas they are in fact only old argu- 


ments and objections, furbiſhed up with 


the poliſh of modern writing, or the 


ſpirit of modern wit and falſchood, and 


have long ago been proved to have nei- 
ther weight nor value. Let it however be 
remembefed, that a truth once proved, 
is proved for ever. No rational mind 
will admit it poſſible for the utmoſt force 


| which — can muſter to over- 


© throw 


throw a ſingle emoinſtration 5 
Jeremy Taylor bas ſhown. to be _ 


of ann en a moral woot 


| Theſe confilerations e 


try whether one argument, which J conſi- 


der as proving incontrovertibly both the 


qeetainty:n06; Nepslasian Aue tn clried 


deſign, could not be compreſſed within 
narrow limits in ſuch a manner, as to 
Arike, and not 5 et 

it is with the eatneſt hope of accompliſh- 
ing this. great object, that 4-ſhall lay be- 
fore the reader ſome few of the moſt re- 
markable Prophecies, capable of the 
ſhorteſt and. plaineſt applcotie®, in two 
whicht have fulfilled dos The Ae 
of dates Ewan da from! the mak 
authentic and approv torians, D 
antient and modern; 80 cet every 


ſtatement by obſervations, authorized by 


writers diſtinguiſned for their learning. 


Nee judgment, and impartiality, 


8 | in 


attention, And 


£63 -- 
i bade d give indiſputable authority g 
to each application of the Prophecies to 
the events, ſtated as their 'accompliſh- 


ment, and to the ee that will 
be deduced our e 98 1 
11 i xy + 1 340 „„ 
8 Fier Ci ee which id 
been fulfilled, n to the ſudverſion 
of the Jewiſh'goverament. | 62993" END 
. Jan oxy 2 157. pre 4 SICTT Sy 
. 
to the reign of Antichriſt, and the m_ 
and final triumph of the Meſliah. Ae Siri 
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The Prophecies. okietic>ivoRlefed: 
| 1 the Fiks r Claſs will be ſhown to 
have been accompliſhed, by the events, 
to which they are referred in the fulleſt 
ſenſe; and moſt accurate manner. It 
will be proved, that the facts recorded 
have preciſely: agreed with the facts pre- 
dicted, and the time, when time is men- 
tioned in the Prophecy, wien { _—_ time 
— nn Monet; nie 511910 
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The Prophecies I have choſen for the 
SecoxnD' Claſs” are ſuch as are in part 


fulfilled, and are, therefore, ſo far efta- 
bliſhed upon ſafe ground by: paſt time, 


and accompliſhment; and are thus ren- 
dered more clearly and "certainly: proper 


n and inquiry. 
But as 1 ſhall conſider them with a par- 
ticular view to the preſent ſtate of the _ 
world, and ſhall be led to offer an opi- 

nion relative to the connexion, Which 
they appear to have 4 Parts of one 
Power, and poſſibly to hazare ec 
ture reſpecting the eourſe of their com- 


pletion; I have ſeparated this Claſs from 


the former, „chat che great argument to 
be derived from the clear and exact ac- 
compliſmment of Prophecy may reſt en- 
tirely upon the eure A; Ons * 
nn wp wk 


71 1 


Thar theſs Weder were bene 
at the time, and by the perſons, to whom 
* are commonly aſſigned; that they 

| | "I 4 were 


were delivered before the events they pre- 
dict; and that they profeſſed to be pro- 
pPhetic at the time of their delivery, 
and were ſo underſtood to be, by the 
greateſt and moſt learned perſons, at and 
after their delivery, are points, that have 
been long eſteemed eſtabliſhed, beyond 
the power of controverſy. But none an 
ſecure from contradiction ; and the in- 
fatuating folly of the preſent day — 

men perpetually miſtake aſer#ion for argu- 
mem. It will not be expected in a work, 
which profeſſedly aims at conciſeneſs, 
that what may be called a preliminary 
| ſubject ſhould be treated very fully. For 
the detail of proofs, I muſt tefer the read- 

er to thoſe zem authend who have 
wl thence — clearly — in- 
194 conteſtible concluſions in ſupport of the 
i | : authenticity of the Scriptures ; and who 
nl _  . Conſequently give ample confirmation to 
wm the truth of theſe points. But I can- 
10 not paſs them over intirely. And I with 
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to give the reader, if yet unacquainted 


with their hiſtory, ſome information re- 


lative to thoſe Prophets, whoſe writings 


miſing a few obſervations reſpecting che 


ſcene of Prophecy, and ſaying a few 


words concerning the Prophets in gene- 


ral, before I enter upon the ſhort ac- 


count of the hiſtory and explanation of 


the nature and uſe of Prophecy itſelf, 
with which I ſhall OO this Nun. 


ratory Chapter. 


The principal Gra of e — 


the death of Moſes, was the country of 


Judea—a country of little eminence 


when compared with the mighty 'em- 
Pires of the earth; but not ſo very in- 
conſiderable as it. is uſually repreſented, 
when compared more juſtly with king- 


doms which exiſted nearer to its ancient 


date !. | { RO Trp, eee 


4 x certain 
+ #3 


we + Porphyry, wa lived In the third elninity; and 
| „ 5 was 


10 J 

certain ideas of dignity and greatneſs to 
the kingdoms of Troy, of Argos, of 
Crete, of Lydia, and the different ſtates - 
of Greece, becauſe the poets and hiſto- 
rians magnify their importance in our 
youthful minds, and becauſe. we never 
loſe fight of them while we purſue our 
ſtudies —W hereas the Iſraelites, ſeparated 
from the reſt of the world for the expreſs 
purpoſe of preſerying the Oracles of 
God, quietly ſettled in the promiſed 
land, which they had conquered in far 
more remote antiquity, or ſuffering in 
captivity the predicted puniſhment of 
diſobedience to their Law, are ſeldom 


was an acute and learned writer againſt Chriſti- 
anity, confeſſed that - Moſes flopriſhed near 1000 
years before any of the Greek Philoſophers ; and it 
is well known that Herodotus, the father of Gre- 
cian hiſtory, was contemporary with Malachi, the 
laſt of the Prophets, whoſe writings cloſe the ſacred 
volume of the Jewiſh hiftory,—Hence Joſephus 
ſpeaks with great contempt of the late * of 
| Grecian literature. „ | 


2 


tn 
preſented to our notice by thoſe be 
in whom we are accuſtomed to confide 
for our knowledge of ancient biſtory,—- 
With the kingdom of Iſrael we are little. 
acquainted, except as it forms a part of 
early religious inſtruction; and the reve- 
rence with which: we may be diſpoſed to 
remember it, is is often abated when we 
diſcover the * eſtimation. in which it 
is generally held with reſpect to the 
dazzling points of ſplendor, power, and 
fame. It may however be aſked, which 
of the great monarchies of the an- 
cient world exceeded in magnificence 
the Court of Solomon, and the Temple 
of Jeruſalem? The aſtoniſhment, admi- 
ration, and awe, expreſſed by Alexander 
and by Titus, when they beheld the 
Temple, preclude the idea of exaggerated 
claim to ſuperior grandeur and riches, 
while the ſimple patriarchal manners of 
the people (manners Which ſtill prevail 
in * and in a part of India) muſt 
M "OF increaſe 
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C 12: 1 
ine male the wonder. With reſpect to 


power, and its attendant, fame, the Iſ- 


raelites were forbidden to extend their 


conqueſts beyond certain limits; for it is 


evident, that their reputation in the 
world as a people made no part of the 
intended object, for which they were diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the Almighty—perhaps 
was inconſiſtent with it: but nothing 
human could reſiſt the power with which 
they were endued, whenever they were 


allowed to exert it. It is allowed, how- 


ever, that the frequent puniſhments, 
to which they were ſubjected by their 
frequent diſobedience to the commands 
of God, confined the nation much with- 


in the bounds. preſcribed, till the age 


when Solomon “ reigned over all the 
unto the land of the Philiſtines, and to 
the borders of Egypt, and '< exceeded 


All the kings of the earth for riches and 
hoy nene and, it may nt ny for 


2 Chron, Ix. 26. 5 
6 oe aw. 
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[xg 1 
« honour? or fame e 34 act Ito which 
caſtern tradition ſtill -gives-teſtimony,— 
It is allowed too, that chis extended 
greatneſs of the kingdom n'was'of- ſhort 
duration, and that it ſeemed! to ſink into 
inſignificanee juſt as the kingdoms of 
the Heathen world roſe into importance: 
but it is maintained, that all theſe/cir- 
cumſtances confirm the credibility of 
the Jewiſh hiſtory, becauſe they are all 
in ſtrict conformity with the conditional 
promiſes and the propbetic word of 
God, and with the great deſign for 
which the Jews were to continue a pecu- 
liar people. The ignorance and the ob. 
ſcurity imputed to the Jewiſh people 
will, indeed, furniſh no inconſiderable 
argument to prove the divine origin of 
their prophecies, —If their knowledge 
and their experience were limited to the 
narrow confines of their own cotintry 
1 their means of information were {mall, 
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55 and their connexions with other nations 


precarious and accidental, they had the 


leſs ground to foretell, with any proba- 


bility of being right, the future condi- 
tion of other nations; and mach. leſs to 
decide poſitively and circumſtantially as 
to their decline, decay, and ruin. And 


yet we find that the great events of fo- 


reign ſtates, the fate of Nineveh, of 
Tyre, and of Babylon, the reyolutions of 
Greece, and the power of Rome, were 
exactly foretold, and the predictions as 
exactly fulfilled Having premiſed thus 
much concerning the ſceue of Prophecy, I 


now baſk to the Praphety themalolyets. 


3 1 e ! 


14 133 


Moſes was 106 35 RE of. 3 and 


was born in Egypt during the bondage 


of the Children of Iſrael, in the year be- 


fore Chriſt 1 5675 and in the year of the 
World 243 3" g He Was Reel rel- 


cued 
© Calmet's DiRionary : Articles Moſes, Vol. II. 


p. 223. Bible, Vol. I. p. 292, Prophets, Vol. II. 


P- 485. 


L 4; 


of Pharaoh, of which circumſtance his 


| name Moſes, or Moyſes, which ſignifies: 


in the Egyptian language, preſerved out 
of water, is deſcriptive; and he was edu- 


cated by her direction in all the learning 
and accompliſnments of the Egyptians. 
He was choſen by God to be the deli- 


verer and lawgiver of the Children of Iſ- 


rael, and to conduct them to the land of 
Canaan, according to the promiſe given 
the 120th year of his age, when his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abat- 

ed,” on Mount Nebo, on- the borders of 
that land, which it was declared by the 
Lord he ſhould ſee, but not enter. As 
a prophet he was eminently. diſtin- 


guiſhed. The Jews have conſtantly at- 


tributed. to him the * degree of 


p. 455. 8 vol. U. p. 379. Grotius de | 


Veritate Chriſtianz Religionis, Du Pin's Canon. 

Du Pin's Ecclefiaftical Hiſtory. Watſon's Apology 

for the Bible. "Oe Key, p. 45, Re. 
1 L inſpira- 


cued from deſtruction by the daughter 
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L 1 
inſpiration ; and in the New Teſtament 


he is always mentioned with ſingular ho- 


ur. By the Egyptians, the Greeks, 


the Romans, and other heathen nations, 


Moſes was acknowledged not only as the 
moſt ancient lawgiver, and as an hiſto- 


rian of the ſtricteſt veracity, but, accord - 


ing to the ſtyle, in which they expreſſed 
their vencration for the greateſt charac- 


ters of antiquity, he was placed among 
the Gods, and worſhipped under various 


names. And writers of the eatlieſt ages 
have either confirmed his hiſtory by yet 
earlier tradition, or have borrowed from 
thence the ground-work of their fic- 
tions. He has been celebrated as a ge- 
neral, a legiſlator, a om and a ma- 
gician by prophane writers of almoſt all 
defcriptions, and of almoſt all ages z and 
his character is &ftabliſhed by the unin- 
terrupted teſtimony, which-the Jews have 
given, from the fime 1 in which he lived 
to the preſent hour. His Biking we 
ſhall conſider Pint. ) 


Laa 


of noble. birth. He — FS propheſy, | 


about B. C. 7 58,, V. W. 32.46, was nearly. 


contemporary with Hoſea, Joel, Amos, 
and Micah, and, according to a traditi 


among the Jews, was put to death in the | 


firſt year of the reign of Manaſſeh, B. C. 
698. His name, which ſignifies be ſal- 
vation of Jehovah, is ſtrongly deſcriptive 
of the character of his prophe ies, whic 


give a remarkably! clear and accurat 
view of the ety an: E kingdom, 


* * * 
V * 


be and 3 of the 4d of 
Levi. He was called to the prophetic. 
office, which he exerciſed for more than 
40 years, nearly at the ſame time with 
Zephaniah, in the 13th year of the reign 
of Joſiah. He was permitted to remain 
in _ comms the Ts of- with he ſo 

patheti- 
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. 
| pithetically laments after tlie firſt con- 
queſt of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and was afterwa ds carried: with his diſ- 
ciple Baruch into Egypt, where he was 
Put to death. The C 0 
dria relates, that the /Pgypriins" were in- 
eenſed againſt him on account of his 
predictions concerning their kingdom; 
but that Alexander the Great, hearing 
3 faretold . — mik 
dered xhis Prophet s urn te beromoved 
to Alexandria; where he built x magnif- 
cent monument to his memory. Con- 
ſtantine the Great afterwards erected a 
tomb to his memory near Jeruſalem, at 
the place where it was ſuppofed he uſually 
reſided: but as Ptolemy received the for- 
mer account as genuine, it is wk more 
prompts n he died in Egypt.” „ 
cf: ere} 967 28 ed ende 
— was 4 ſecnditivief: ths Kings 
of Judah; he was carried captive to 
| Babylon in the fourth year of the reign 
E Ke | f of 


ft * 1 

of Jehoiakinyj'B: C. 602, V. W. 3308, 
when he was about 18 yeats of age. His 
illuſtrious birth, various accompliſh- 
ments, and conſummate wiſdom, raiſed 

higheſt honours, firſt in the 
Babylonia and afterwards in the Per- 
fian court. He publicly profeſſed and 
practiſed the worſhip of his'G God, in de- 
cons of every ere and 
dicted his fearful judgments" to two of 
the moſt powerful and haughty tyrants 
of the earth, when called ee 
plain the ſigns which they c d to 
be ſent from heaven. Daniel contributed 
much towards ſpreading” the knowledg 
of God among the Gentile nations, both 
during his life, which was extended to 
a great length, and by the number of 
his predictions relating to them, which 
ſoon became generally known, and ſole 
of which were ſoon fulfilled. It is ge- 
nerally believed he died at Suſa, the ca- 


pital of Perſia, where he had built a moſt 


wagalgbent Ts mentioned by Joſe- 
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MNMalachi timed — a — 
the birth of Chriſt. His name, which 


 Ggnifies his Angel or Meſſenger, like that 


of Iſaiah, alludes to the principal ſubject 
of his Prophecy. This Prophet ſa the 
ſecond Temple completed, and the ſacred 
rites of worſhip reeſtabliſhed aſter the 
return of the Jews from the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and cloſed. the ſeties of Pro- 
pPhets chich had heen continued from the 
ther meſſenger, who ſhould: immediately 


precede; the long· expected ande | 


* * 
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0 were 8 wedes: the erate of 
the divine Spirit, or exempt from the 


nature; but it may be affirmed, that 
| there was not one in this long ſeries of 
ele 1000 


N 21 T | 

1000 years, whoſe: character does not juſt 
ly command our veneration. Piety, obe- 
dience to the commands of God, indiffe- 
rence to the pleaſures and ſufferings of this 
life, as far as they related to themſelves, | 


1d 


at united with the keeneſt ſenſibility to the 
& Wl miſery or the happineſs of their country, 
he and the moſt ardent and active zeal in 


ed WE executing the ſacred but often painful 
he duties of their office, appear eminently, 
n though not equally conſpicuous in them 
+ MW. „They were che eftabliſhed oracles 
ne of their country; and-confulted upon all 
o-ooccaſions when it was neceffary to colle& 
ly WJ the divine will on any civil or religious 


queſtion ; and we hear of no ſchiſtis or 

diviſions while they flouriſhed. Theyeven 
condeſcended to inform the people of 
common concerns in trivial caſes, in order 
to preclude them from all pretence or ex- 
cuſe for reſorting to idolatrous practices 
and heathen divinations; and they were 
always furniſhed with ſome preſcribed 
mode of conſulting God, or obtained re- 
velation 
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: Malachi livgd- at 40 N — 
the birth of Chriſt, xd age which 
of Iſaiah, alludes toithe 8 ſubject 
of his Prophecy.) This Prophet ſaw the 
ſecond Temple completed, and the ſacred 
rites of worſhip: reeſtabliſhed after the 
return of the Jews from the Babyloniſh 
captivity, and cloſed: the ſeries ,of Pro- 
phets which had bee: ere 
ae Moſes, with the promiſe of at 
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It muſt not be pies that the Pro- 
| phota were always under the influence of 
the divine Spirit, or exempt from the 
common frailt ies and infirmities of human 
nature; —but it may be affirmed, that 
there was not one 1 in thi long ſeries. of 
ee | 1000 


dine tothe Sad of ed, Indiffe- 
rence to the pleafures and ſufferings of this 

life, as far as they related to-themlelves, | 
united with the keeneft ſenſibility to the 
miſery or the happineſs of their country, 
and the moſt ardent and active zeal in 
executing the ſacred but often painful 
duties of their office, appear eminently, 
though not equally conſpicuous in them 
all. They were the eſtabliſhed oracles 
of their oountry, and eonſulted upon all 
occaſions when it was neceſſary to collect 
the divine will on any civil or religious 
queſtion ; and we hear of no ſebhiſmis or 
diviſions while they flouriſhed. ——— 

condeſcended to inform the People ef 
common concerns in trivial caſes, in order 
to preelude them from all pretence or exæ- 
cuſe for reſorting to idolatrous practices 
and heathen divinations; and they were 
always furniſhed with ſome preſcribed 
nod aa or obtained re- 
velation 


[a1 


| velation by prayer. Stunttidnerthokloly 
Spirit ſuggeſted the matter and not the | 
m—_ to the Prophets. —ſometimes by an 
udible- voice dict: ed every word and 
ae eee Prophets were 
left to deſcribe! in theit on language 
the hieroglyphical dreams and viſions, 
which they beheld z-and- hence is the 
ſtyle of every Prophet more or leſs per- 
ſpicuous, according to the nature and 
eleatneſs of the Revelation imparted to 
him, and likewiſe characterized with pe- 
Dane reſulting from edu- 
catic particular intercourſe and ha- 
dies af: life, But ſometimes; they were 
inſtructed in the very expreſſions they 
ſhould, uſe ; and; when writing under the 
influence of that inſpiration, they under- 
ſtood not always the full importance and 
extent of them; writing ſot the advan- 
tage of thoſe. that were to come aſter, 
and to furniſh evidence in ſupport of a 
future diſpenſation, they might not per- 
ceive the jul * nor farcles diſtinctly 
011. | . the 


EZ TM 
the ſpiribualaccompliſhment dk the Pro: 
decken te recorded. Me ſind them 
conſtantly: appealing to well known facts 
for the fulfilment of many of, their pre: | 
ditions, and perfectly conſiſtent in their 
commautuchtiomt of the, divine will,. As 
number increaſed, the truth of 
their-dedlaratiogs was eſtabliſhed by the 
courſe of events; and there was an accu 
mulation of evidence to prove, that, in 
the emphatic. language of Scripture, 
Holy men ſpake as they were taugh 
of God.“ Influenced by the, guidance 
of the ſame ſpirit, they united in the 
moſt perfect harmony of deſign; they 
delivered the ſame precepts to be ob- 
ſerved, the ſame puniſhments to- be 5 
avoided, and the ſame bleſſings to be 


one of them was a burning and a (his 
ing light, ordained to beam upon the 
dark generation, in which he lived : and, | 
| n N collectively, they f Ka one 


i dee ben eee W 
o 1 7 " bright 


ET and Free vv ed with 


The e ed his _ of Fe 


lier Prophets ſeem, indeed, to have been 


Children of Iſrael, and as the means of 


bo 


Pome the wiſdom, and 
= fo OE 0 


1 a 
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merous Prophets have been preſerved 
in the Jewiſh Canon. Some of the ear- 


appointed for the peculiar - ſervice of the 


preſerving them diſtinct from other na- 
tions: but the later Prophets were to 
be of more general and extenſive ſervice, 
as they approached nearer to that great 
event, in Which bo oth 96s NC reg 
affe ct el bas 
5 Ave n eee 
to believe that «the? Pro en were * 


* * A - 


as to believe that Kere wrote and pro- 
nene his orations againſt Catiline and 


ig Antony, 


Go 
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Antony, in . century a Chriſt; 
and that Virgil wrote, his in, the 
reign of Auguſtus ; but, we hone a regu · 
lar ſucceſſion of teſtimony to the trutn 
of this propoſition, which the Jews have 
7 brought. Aown to the Preſent W 
And the univerſally. high e 
- which, theſe writings appear from va- 
rious hiſtorical evidence to have been | 
held, from. nearly the time of their de- 
livery, will aſſuredly eſtabliſh. the, other 
Propofitions ſtated in p. 8. in the mind 
of an impartial 1 DE \ won that ? 


Hr 


I mall aply 3 further, 4 that ** 

were tranſlated into Chaldee about the 
year before Chriſt 420, and into Greek, 
the language then moſt generally under- 
ſtood, in the reign of Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus; an era remarkable for inveſtiga- 
tion and ſcience, and which being after 
the predictions, and before many of the 
events which have ſince fulfilled them, 
clearly eve, theſe writings to have been 
. © 
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5 handed down to us, without alteration. 
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Eſpecially when we conſider, that the 
multiplicity of copies, which were ſpread 
into all nations by the Jewiſh colonies, 
from the time of the captivity, were 
conſtantly read in all the Synagogues, 
and open to the peruſal of all people 
were tranſlated into many different lan- 
guages quoted by many hiſtorians— 


and their truth doubted ſh e al 
| within a very recent oa | 


1 mall now Rate very ny as much 
of the hiſtory, and the nature and uſe 


of Prophecy, as will put the reader in 


fair poſſeſſion of the ſubject he is called 
upon to conſider.— A believer in the 


Scriptures conceives that ſome memory 
of God, and knowledge of the diſpen- 


ſations of his Providence having been 


preſerved traditionally from Adam, 


(confirmed probably by other occafion- 


al communications of the divine will), 


— the 1 world, the few 
5 who 


whs kept up in their lives ay juſt a 


of his providence were, by means of 
phecy, and the miraculous interpoſ- 


ter a time, the — of Deen that 
awful leſſon wearing out of the mind of 
the greateſt part of mankind; it pleaſed” 
the Supreme Being not to leave himſelf 
without a particular as well as a general 
witneſs; and therefore he again choſe 
one of the few families, who preſerved 
their belief and knowledge of him, and 
truſted them with the promiſes of his 
mercy.— And leſt this again ſhould ſuf- 
fer by the vague nature of all tradition; 
be, before. the tecollection of their fa - 
ther Abraham had faded from the minds 
of any of his deſcendants, and while 
the hiſtory of the world and of the ear- 
lier Patriarchs, which had been brought. 
en l e 55 but 
0 Tue tradition was conveyed from PIKE 
1111 | CW of | through f 
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very few. generations, was well known. to 
them, appointed Moſes to explain the 
creation and the ſtate of man on earth; 
to record the intentions of God towards 
man, and to be under him the lawgiver 
of this family, now. becoming a nation, 
and deſtined to preſerve this hiſtory, theſe 
records, and theſe laws, to the end of 
the world. From this period, therefore, 
is to be dated t the inc] of written 


ee 127 8 wy ES 55 


Moes, the firſt and greateſt of the 
Prophets whoſe works have. been tran(- 
mitted to us, recorded the wonders of 
| creation and providence, from the be- 
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throu gh Methuſelah, Noah, Abrams Inas a Jo- 
ſeph, and Amram, to Moſes, ſeven intermediat- 
perſons—and* of theſe ſeven, ſeveral were 4 Joh 
time contemporary with each other, Methuſelah 
was contemporary with both Adam and Noah; 

Shem with N oah and Abraham ; Iſaac with Aba. ; 
ham and Joſeph z ; and Amram the grandſon of 
Levi (who was the brother of Sent was the fa- 
ther of Moſes. . RETRY ogg” + 


| ginning 


„ 
pinning. of time,” All the arrival of the 


Iſraelites at the borders of the land pro- 
miſed to the children of Abraham a 


— . 


period of above 2 500 years—eſtabliſhed | 


the covenant of 


| Zod with his choſen 
people—ſet b E 


em the conditional 


promiſes of God drew a ſtrong and ac- 


curate picture of their national character 
and fate for a ſeries of ages, which are 
fill running their eourſe and predicted 
the appearance of another Prophet 
like unto himſelf” (by which, according 
to all antient interpretation, is to be 
vunderſtood another Lawgiver) to whom 
he commanded them «to hearken, un- 
der pain of the heavy Hilpteaſuns of the 
Lord their God = The Prophets, Who 
followec 4 Moſes in continued fucceſ- 
ſion for above a thouſand years, were 


employed in preſerving the remembrance . 


of the gracious promiſes of future Re- 
; demption to fallen man, and the know 
ledge of a future ſtate of retribution 
in 3 up a ſenſe of the conſtant ſu· 
ol perintend- 


„ perintending providence of God over 


Tai 


all the world—in gradually explaining 
the ſpintual and typical meaning of the 


Moſaical Law, and in preparing the 
Jews for the reception of that ſecond 
diſpenſation, which it prefigured, an 

was deſigned to introduce at the ap- 
pointed time, as the promiſed univerſal 
bleſſing. The preat object of Prophecy 
being a deſcription of the Aale. and 
oe ee that object * hon luft 
ciently diſplayed. At the period allotted 
by the Prophet Daniel, for - ſealing up 
the Viſion and the Prophecy after the 
peaceable reeſtabliſnment of the Jews | 
in their own! land—and within about | 
400 years of the time: appointed for the 
appearance of Chriſt, Malachi cloſed the 
prophetic volume in a manner which 
ſtrikingly confirms this truth, that the 
teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy.“ He threatens. the Jews with 
Puniſhment and rejection; declaring that 


is 3 
God would make his name great 
among the Gentiles,” for that he was 
wearied with the impiety of Iſrael: he 
_ exhorts them earneſtly to repent, and to 
obſerve. the law of Moſes, till. that pro- 
phetic Meſſenger ſhould, appear, who, 
like, © a, harbinger, was to prepare the 
way of the Lord, whom they ſought,” 


i. e. for. the Meffiah—** Who would ſud- 
denly come to his temple — and whoſe 


approach was hailed, as that Sun of 
righteouſneſs, who. Bowe: ariſe with 
ane in his win ings.” | 


It is 1 Wing that if the 1 
in the antient Scriptures relating to the 
firſt advent of the Meſſiah were fulfilled 
in Chriſt—and if . the wall of partition 
between the Jews and Gentiles was then 
thrown down,” many. of the princi ipal 
ſubjects of the Prophecies under the 


Law can have no place in the Prophe- 


cies - under the Goſpel.—We accord» 
0 4 ne bars ingly 
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ingly find the kingdoms of Chriſt to be 
the ſole great object of Prophecy in the 
New Teftament ; and this diſtinction 
gives freſh evidence to the unity of de- 
ſign, which pervades both covenants— 
eſpecially "as it is certain that many of 
the Prophecies in both upon this ever 
important ſubject exactly correſpond; 

and none can be found, in which there | 

is the ſhadow of contradiction. Of the 
Prophecies which are contained in the 
New Teſtament, I ſhall only briefly re- 
mark, that they extend to the end of 
the world, and particularly deſcribe the 
ſtate of he Church—its trials, increaſe, 
proſperity, corruptions, ſufferings,” and 
purification—from the time of its towly 
origin (for lowly « did it ſeem to mortal 
eyes) to its "univerſal prevalence and 
triumphant entrance into glory—and' 
conclude this ſketch of the biftory of 
| Prophecy with obſerving, that ſince the 
Wen by St. John cloſed the New 
"2 Þ elta. | 


£ 8 J 
without the Me r Es 1 LA Lad 
in ms world, "x3 +} : + 


thi may' be chſcrved of 155 oe 
bebe that they were not only neceſ- 


ſarily miraculous, but of that ſpecies of mi- 


racles which is the moſt laſting, and conſe- 
quently the moſt convincing, to the later 
ages, as well as peculiarly adapted to the 
keeping up among a people diſpoſed, as 


the Jews were, to idolatry and rebellion, 


that conſtant dependence upon their 
God and King, which was neceſſary to 
preſerye them diſtinct and ſeparate from 
tbe reſt of the world, according to; the 
declared purpoſe of God. They appear 
to be ſometimes plain, and ſometimes 


metaphorical—they have often a firſt or 


partial, and an ultimate completion, of 


which the former may generally be conſi- 
dered as an earneſt of the latter they 


having often an immediate reference to 
preſent. eircumſtances, or to things that 


Teſtament, 1700 years have elapſed | 
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| bined in one point of view. 


predictions of the Prophets were ſo ne N 
times poſitive and exactly en 
and — accurate and de- 


finite 


*. their nature predicti 
future events.“ It is this double cha- 
racter of Prophecy, which occaſions thoſe 
unexpected tranſitions and ſudden in- 
terchange of circumſtances, ſo obſerva- 
ble in the prophetic books. Seren 2. 


cen texaporat and ſpiritual ditiver- 
ances are foretold in one Prophecy, 
and great and ſmaller events are com- 


wiſe one chain of connected — runs 
through the whole ſcheme of Prophecy; 


and a continuatiori of events ſucceſſively | 


fulfilling, and ſucceſſively branching out 
into new predictions, continued to con- 


firm the faith, and keep alive the expec- 


tations of the Jews.“ It is principally 


this double ſenſe 'of Prophony: which 
renders it obſcure: for though 


[ 35 J 


finite deſignation of names and times, 


Prophecy was not generally deſigned to 
bam accompliſhment. Had 
it more clear, it muſt have con- 
e the freedom of human actions, or 
have appeared to have produced its own 


accompliſhment, furniſhing ſinners with 
a plea of neceſſity. It is however always 


ſufficiently exact in its deſcriptions, to 


authenticate its pretenſions to a Divine 


authority, to ne when it comes to 


pals, an acknowledgment of its unerring 
certainty, and to demonſtrate the _ 


Diddy let it not ba W that the 
obſcurity, which ariſes from the double 
ſenſe of Prophecy, at all reſembles the 
ambiguity of the Pagan oracles. The 
| Pagan oracles commonly related to tranſ- 
actions, that were carrying on at the 


ſame time in no very diſtant place; or 


eee 
343. 
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to ſome event a ſhort time "VT IMO 1t 
happened, when the cauſes which were to 
produce it had begun to operate: anch it 
is certain, that they were in general | fo 
expreſſed, as to admit of double and 
contradictory interpretations, in order 
to correſpond with events of a totally 
oppoſite | nature, Whereas the double 
types of genuine Prophecy conſtant] 
referred to events of the ſame nature, 

though occurring at different periods of 
time. — It has been already ſaid, that 
Prophecy was ſometimes delivered in 
diſtinct and poſitive terms; as for exam- 
ple, the fifty-third chapter of Iſaiah, 
containing the-/b1/ory of our Saviour's 
ſufferings : and it may alſo be obſerved, 
that when it was delivered in highly me- 
taphorical language, the ſymbols and fi- 
gures admitted of the cleareſt explica- 
tion, which was ſometimes given at the f 
ſame time. Thus for inſtance, the four 
great empires of the world and their 
revolutions were repreſented to Daniel, 


1 : under 


7. 
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* the form of certain Janimalizand 
by alluſions to their nature and proper- 
ties; but theſe ſymbols are interpreted 
in the plaineſt language poſſible. I can- 


4 


not refuſe myſelf the pleafure of cloſing 
this part of the ſubject, by quoting a 
moſt admirable deſcription of the lan- 
guage of Prophecy. — The language 
of Prophecy is remarkable for its mag 
nificence. Each Prophetic writer is diſ- 
tinguiſhed for peculiar beauties; but 
their ſtyle in general may be charac- 
terized, as ſtrong, animated, and im- 
preſſive. Its ornaments are derived not 
from  ACCUIMUIZ ti on of epithet, or la- 
boured har NO y z but from the real-gran+ 
deur of its images, and the majefticiforce 
of its expreſſions. It is varied with 
ſtriking propriety, and enlivened with 
2 T Ip —_ 
burſts of /eloquenee 
e hing; eee n men | 
afford very intereſting | proofs; of Set 
oy 3 and of that inſpired 
20: - _ conviction, - 


"an. © 
conviction, under which the Prophets 
a fi and which enabled them, among 
a people not diſtinguiſhed for genius. 


to paß in every variety of compoſi - 
tion the moſt admired productions of 


Pagan antiquity. If the imagery em- 
ployed by the ſacred writers appear 
ſometimes to partake of a coarſe and in- 
delicate caſt, it muſt be recollected, that 
the Eaſtern manners and languages re- 

and that the maſculine and indignant 
ſpirit of the Prophets led them to adopt 
the energetic and deſcriptive ex- 
preſſions. No ſtyle is perhaps ſo highly 
figurative as that of the Prophets. Eve- 
17 object of nature and of art, which 
could furniſh alluſions, is explored with 
induſtry; every ſcene of creation, and 
every page of ſcience, ſeems to have un- 
folded its rich varieties to the ſacred wri- 
ters, who, in the ſpirit of Eaflern poetry, 
digit in ee kind of ay 4 

(7605 tion, 


ly 5 ap powers are 0 dolized 
by the celeſtial bodies; the effects of mo- 
ral evil are ſhown under the ſtorms and 
convulſions of nature; the pollutions of 
ſin are repreſented by external impuri- 
ties; and the beneficial influence of 
righteouſneſs is depicted by the ſerenity 
and confidence gear ammo This 
allegorical language being in 
ideas univerſally prevalent, a Wee 
to with invariable relation and ber 
analogy, has. :furniſhed great ornament 
to the ſacred _ writings. 
Sometimes, fin the inſpired: pe 
men drew their alluſions from local and 
temporary ſources of metaphor; 
the peculiar ſcenery of their country; | 
from the idolatries of heathen nations; 
from their own hiſtory and circum- 
ſtances; from the ſervice of their temple, 
and the ceremonies of their religion; 
from manners that have faded, and cuſ- 
_ cpa have elaſped. Hence _ 


| [ 40 J . 
appropriate eee d. Ma- 
ny deſcriptions and many 9 
that muſt have had a ſolemn importance 
among the Jews, are now conſidered, 
from a change of circumſtances, in 1 a de- 
graded point of view. Hence, likewiſe, 
here and there a ſhadecbf, obſcurity. In 
general, however, the language of Scrip- 
ture, though highly ſublime and beauti- 
ful, is _ age OE to al capa- 
ebe PRE TA} Fan 


The ehe of £ Prophecy: wy zuide 
ba dhe light of previous Revelation, and 
on eee connection Was preſerved, 


The em —— — 

connected ſeries of the divine diſpenſa- 
tions from nearly the beginning of the 
world to the end of time. Taken ſepa- 
rately, they preſent detached ſcenes of 
en * * e nya 
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acting, A will hereafter take place 
upon the great theatre of the world, as 
far as they relate to the concerns of true 
religion. Many of theſe predictions are 
delivered with the greateſt degree of ac. 
curacy, preciſion, and minuteneſs; and 
all of them reſpeck one particular train 
of events, either directly or ultimately 
many of them relate to one particular a 
perſon, and to one only--anq one parti- 
cular period of time, and one only; but 
more contain” a firſt and ſecondary” refe- 
rence to particular objects of a fimilae 
kind, at different points of time, which, 
far from rendering them of vague and 
uncertain fignification, more fully efta- 
bliſhes their title to our faith and admi- 
ration. Founded upon the baſis of eternal 
truth, no human device can undermine; 
no human effort can overturn them. 'The 
declarations of Prophecy, conſidered with 
reſpect to their deſign, as well as their 
extent, are the moſt Dubs: that can 
imagined . the moſt gracious for the 
Supreme 
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Supreme Being to impart, and moſt be- 
neficial for man to receive. The ſeed of 
the woman is ordained to bruiſe the ſer- 
pent's head, as ſoon as man had fallen 
from his original ſtate of innocence and 
happineſs.—Preparations are made for 
the Redeemer, and a more diſtinct pro- 
ſpect is given of his perſon, office, and 
dignity, as the fulneſs of time for his 
appearance approaches; and the pro- 
greſs of his Religion the ſufferings and 
triumphs of his Church and his con- 
queſt over Satan, and his attendants, ſin 
and death, gradually extend to the con- 
fines of the world, and, finiſh the myſ- 
tery of God. Such is the outline of 
the wonderful ſcheme of . Prophecy 
which is harm ious and complete i in all 
its parts, and, may be Het: through al- 
moſt every Page. 3 * 5 
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1 +4 is "ſcarcely poſſible to | EM 
Prophecy as a regular ſyſtem, without 


Petceiving 


1 B Y 
perceiving its direct tendency to prove 
the conſtant over - ruling providence of 
God, and the truth and certainty of di- 
vine Revelation, which muſt be conſi- 
dered as its moſt important uſe. The 
evidence ariſing from Prophecy is a 
growing evidence.— The divine deſign, 
uniformly purſued through a ſeries of 
ſucceſſive generations, opens with a 
greater degree of clearneſs, in proportion 
to the lapſe of time and the number of 
events. An increaſe of age is an addi- 
tion to its ſtrength; and the nearer we 
2 the point, towards which the 


beauty af this ; ftupendous — 2 5 


great uſe of Pro- | 
phecies which. bare een a 
direct and ſtrong argument to convert 
unbelievers to Chriſtianity, and to eſta- 
ol Chriſtians in the Faith, we have 
„Oer Lend hint 

| ſelf 
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ſelf thebthe* very frequent appeals to Pro- 
phecy, as evidence of his divine 'miſ- 
ſion ;—he referred the Jews to. their own 
Scriptures, as moſt" fully and clearly 
bearing witneſs of himſelf. Upon them 
he grounded the neceſſity of his ſuffer- 
itigs ; upon them he ſettled the faith 
of the Diſcipſes at Emmaus, and of the 
Apoſtles at Jeruſalem. The ſame ſource 
ſupplied the eloquence of St. Peter and 

St. Paul, and the means with which 
Apollos « mightily convinced the Jews.“ 
This was a powerful inſtrument of per- 
ſuaſion in the ſucceeding ages of the 
Church, when uſed by the primitive 

apologiſts. Upon this topic were em- 

ployed the zeal and diligence, not only 
of Juſtin Martyr, but Tertullian, Cy- 
prian, and Auguſtine. It would never 
have been ſo frequently employed, if it 
had not been well adapted to the defired 
end: and that it did moſt completely an- 
ſwer this end, by the converſion of unbe- 
un is evident from the accounts of 

a ; De, 


\ 
1 


Scripture, and the records of the primi- 
tive Church. Prophecy keeps the atten- 


tion of Chriſtians. alive to the truth and | | 


importance of their holy Religion —to 
its truth, ei uſe Prophecy and Chriſti- 
anity had one and the ſame origin, both 
being derived from the ſame Fountain 
of perfection; —it keeps them alive to 
its importance, becauſe Prophecy ſnews 

that the Supreme Being has vouchſafed 
through a long ſucceſſion of ages to pre- 
pare mankind, by gradual revelations of 
his will, for future bleſſings; and has 
proved, by ſending choſen menen to 
uſher in this final diſpenſation, 
« the — ok Trina, is the be of 


ee points out. to. a care- 
world the plain traces of his watch- 
Pre * q lence It diſplays the counſels 
of inſpiration inceſſantly directing the 
courſe of events, without violating the 
order of reaſon and of human action.— 
* GS 15 too wonderful for us! 
711 85 N ſuch 5 


„ 


ſuch power is above our comprehenſion 
But the fact is placed before our eyes.— 


Me ſee, or may ſee, a regular train of 


Prophecies tending towards one declared 
end, accurately fulfilled and fulfilling 


amidſt all the confuſion and oppoſition 
of this tumultuous world: and we ſee 
that theſe Prophecies are clear, both in 
prediction and accompliſhment, in pro- 
portion to their importance in fixing our 
belief in the providence of God, and in 
the great truths of divine Revelation. 
Thus it appears, that the chief deſign of 
Prophecy is to bear conſtant witneſs to 
religious truth. To convince gain- 
ſayers of this truth,” is juſtly confidered 
as its principal uſe. 'But it has another 
very important object, to which it well 
becomes us to pay attention, from mo- 
tives of gratitude, as well as from fear of 
incurring the blame, which Scripture in- 
variably imputes to thoſe Who = 
to take advantage of the light affordec 
AO is — to . be- 
f | | Hhevers 


J L2] x \ 
7 


1 
lievets in the word of God from the 
dangers ariſing from the prevalent cor- 
ruptions, errors, and vices of the age in 
which they live. The due conſideration 
of Prophecy will adminiſter conſolation 
amidſt preſent diſtreſs, and enliven faith 
and elevate hope, whilſt paſſing through 
thoſe dark depreſſing ſcenes, which, with- 
out this gracious aid, might lead through 
the intricacies or ne to 0 the of: rh 10 
deſpair. On”, 

That Weer. was Aten to 5 A 
particular guard to the Church in theſe 
latter days, as well as a\general light to 


the world, we have, I 2 abundant 


evidence: but as t 
relates more particularly to the ECO 

Part of this work, I ſhall only now ob- 
ſerve, that we have t 
Lord himſelf to conſi 


it as a duty to 


ſtudy the Prophecies, with a view to 
preſent and to future times, as well as 
for the purpoſe of confirming our faith 


= 


authority of our 


— 


8 
by a retrolpes of ;the;, paſt, —Our Sa. 
viour reproved his Diſciples and the Jews 
for c not diſcerning the ſigns of the 
e then preſent ommanded them 

„ ſearch the Scriptures” for informa- 
— concerning them, and to watch” 
for the events which ſhould. fulfil the 
divine predictions.— He guarded his 
diſciples from ſharing in the impending 
diſtreſſes of their country, by expreſs de- 
clarations concerning the time and nature 
of that day of vengeance, which they 
fully underſtood, and therefore avoided 
the danger and he directed St. John to 
warn all ſucceeding generations of the 
rials to which his Church was to be 
— in the different ages of. the 


72 © This | Chapter has run to a greater 
length than could have been wiſhed : 
but it is hoped, that the importance of 
its object will be a ſufficient juſtifica- 

£108 5 and 1 Wall conclude it with re- 
55 minding 


= 


A 


minding the reader, that the Pronto. 


which will come under our conſi- 
deration, are of that kind which may be 
called direct. They relate immediately 
to particular perſons, events, or revolu- 
tions; and cannot, without the moſt evi- 
dent perverſion of meaning, be under- 
ſtood in any other ſenſe, or be explained 


in any other manner, than what is appli. . | 


cable to thoſe events, perſons, and revo- 
lutions, to which they have been „ 


ſtantly referred for en firlt mn 
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FIRST e or TH Er PROPHECIES, 
WIH FORM THE SUBJECT or 
THIS WORK. EE 


- 3 * 
a. 


| PROPHECIES,. WHICH. HAVE, EEx 
FULIILLED.— —DOWN. TO, THE,.SVB- 
VERSION, or TRR JEWISH, GO- 
_VERNMENT. 


I. The Prodiiſs $9 to ns | 
ſidered as a Prophecy of general ſalvation 
by the Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world. 


II. The Promiſe to Abraham of a nu- 
merous poſterity from his ſon Iſaac, who 
were to become a great nation, diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the world by 
their religious polity, and to be the ap- 
pointed guardians of the promiſes of 
God, till the appearance of the Meſſiah; 

who was to be born of the race of Iſaac, 
and in whom all the nations of * earth 


were to be bleſſed. | 


* 2 
25 * 
[ | | U 8 ; * 


III. The P 


Ar diſpenſati ion of the Law by Moſes ;— 


rann falvation.” ag 9 ! 4 * 


T3: The Promiſes and This made 
by Moſes to the Iſraelites, in caſe of 


obedience 'or "diſobedience to the divine 


Law, —conſidered as proving the con- 


ſtant ſuperintending | care of God over a 
people ſeparated from the reſt of the 
world, for the expreſs purpoſe of preſery- 
ing the knowledge of himſelf, and of his 


S mentions towards mankind. 


bp The SR I of na to be 


the deliverer of the Jews, and the reſtorer 
of the Temple and City, —confidered as 
defigned to prove, that the captivity of 
the Jews was by the eſpecial direction of 
the Almighty — intended as a puniſn- ? 


ment for their idolatry, to continue only 
for a definite term of years ; as they”. 
were deſtined to preſerve the promiſes, 
oY 1 and 


romiſe of another Lawgive 5 
made at the eſtabliſhment of the particu- 


conſidered as a renewal of t the Emi of | 
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and remain as a ſeparate nation in their 
1%” own land, till the coming of the Meſſiah. 
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| MS VI. The deſtruction and deſolate ſlate 
= of Babylon, compared with the denun- 
* ciation of the Prophets during the time 
Holfits greateſt ſplendor—confidered as an 
awful example of the judgments of God 
uy the enemies of his e bg 


VII. The Promiſe of John the Baptiſt, 
the meſſenger or forerunner of the Meſ- 
„ ſiah, given 400 years before his birth, 
being the laſt prediction of the laſt of 
| the ſeries of Prophets under the Moſaic 
diſpenſation. 


vin. The E time Rec FIR the 

| accompliſhment of the promiſe of the 
—_ : Meſſiah predicted by Daniel 3337 years 
1 before his birth, ſo very diſtinctly as to 
| awaken a general expectation of his ar- 

| rival, not only among the Jews, but all 
LT. the Eaſt, where a tradition prevailed 

relati ive to the appearance of ſome great 


perſonage, 


1 2 4 


perſonage, about the time of the advent | 1 A 
of our 175 175 


IX. The e deſcription off the 
Birth, Character, Miſſion, Sufferings, 
Death, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of 
the Meſſiah, compared with bis Hiſtory, | 

_ written by the Evangeliſts after his Aſ- © - 
cenſion i into heaven. 5 5 | 


j F d 
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as. 3; Fi 2 a *. 1 I * i 
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| X. The deſtruction of the «Gy and 
T emple of Jeruſalem, — the diſperſion of 
the Jewiſh' people, — the total ſubverſion 
of the Jewiſh government, religious and 
civil, foretold by Chriſt as to happen 
immediately after the eſtabliſhment” of 
the Chriſtian: religion, and having hap- 
pened exactly according to his predic- 
tion - conſidered as the conſequence of 
their rejection of the Lawgiver promiſed ; 
by Moſes, and therefore as proving him 
to be the promiſed Meſſiah expected by g 
the Jews; — And the publication of the 
. to the Gentiles previous to the 
| D 3 = deſtrue- 


| 
| EF 
| 


the corruptions of the Reli 


1 


deſtruction of the Jewiſh. <a” ns 
dered as proving Jeſus to be the Mef- 
ah, in whom all the nations of the Farth 


were to be bleſſed, A 


SECOND CLASS. 


PROPHECIES RELATING o THE * rler 
| * ANTICHRIST, AND THE REIGN 


AND FINAL TRIUMPH oF THE MES- 
SIAH, 


1. 3 concerning 75 4. 


| bliſkment of the Papal Power, or Pope- 


ry. conſidered as the ſcourge of the 
Weſtern Churches, in conſequence of 
on of e 
and as one branch of Antichriſt. 


* Pede concerning the eſtabliſh- 
meat of the Mahometan Power, or Maho- 
metaniſm,—conſidered as the ſcourge. of 
the, Eaſtern Churches in conſequence of 


the corruptions of the Religion of Chriſt, 


—and as another branch of Antichriſt. 
n 5 1 4 | | II Pro- 


4 . 


'T i * 

| II. r concerning e Infidelity | 

—confidered as particularly prevalent in 
the laſt and preſent centuries, —as a third 
branch of Antichriſt, and as a riſing 
power which has already made great 
progreſs in its work, as the ſcourge of 
Popery, or the Church of Rome, has 
effected a conſiderable change among the 
followers of Mahomet, and has enticed a 
multitude of an en to enliſt wdr 
its banners. HR 


IV. 8 concerning the 8 
diffuſion of the Goſpel the converſion 
of the Jews the final triumph of our 
Lord, and the univerſal happineſs of his 
glorious reign, —confidered as the accom- 
pliſhment of the original Promiſe made 
to Adam, —as the ultimate meaning of 
the prophetic deſcriptions of the king- 
dom of the Meſſiah, and as tending to 
_ reconcile the different opinions of ww 
128 an e this . 


NG class 
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7 The Promiſe wks to 4 after FY Fo alt= 
' confidered as a Prophecy of general Sal. 


vation by the Meſſiah, the . of 
* << orld. 


„ * * 8 
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AS-i it is a at of he > profit day, 
to queſtion the truth of the narrative of 
which this Prophecy forms a part, I muſt 
entreat the reader to place the weight of 


hiſtoric evidence againſt the force of 
ridicule, before he thinks himſelf at li- 


berty to reject it as falſe. Without any 
reference to the authority of inſpiration 


for ſupport, he will find the teſtimony 


of all antiquity more than a balance for 
the cavils of modern ſcepticiſm. If it 
1 7 1 5 were 


(28737 


were within the limits of ehis: Werk it 
would be eaſy to prove, that the earlieſt 


annals of the remoteſt ages the various 


ſyſtems of theology among the moſt an- 
tient nations —the voice of tradition, 
and the writings of philoſophy, confirm 


the Moſaic hiſtory of the fall of man, the 


antiquity of ſacrifices, the flood, and the 
general diſperſion of mankind, beyond 
the poſſibility of doubt. — And if the 
truth of this narrative can be thus eſta- 
bliſhed by an impartial examination of 
ſuch unconnected evidence, it can ſcarce- 


ly remain a queſtion in the mind of any 
one, who conſiders the impoſſibility that 


Moſes mould obtain the knowledge of 


theſe facts by any human means, and 
their ſingular agreement with the prin- 
ciples of t the Chriſtian religion—whether : 


this narrative was written by inſpira- 


tion LT may therefore conſider the Di- 
vine authority of this narration, as ſtand- 


ing firm upon a maſs of external and'in- 
ternal. evidence, the combined ſtrength 


by 3 | * 


| 
| 


- 


it 56 3 
of which has never yet been ſhaken; 
|  _ - whatever may be the aſſertions of igno- 
| my rance and enmity, or however plauſibly 
| | eee of ſome of the parti: 


. may puma to e its - to our 
We. | 


Notwithſtanding the e's Fr 3 
hangs over theſe firſt pages of the Moſaic 
hiſtory, the great truths, which it con- 
cerns us to know, are clearly diſcernible. 
We may plainly ſee, that God bad re- 
vealed himſelf to Adam by actual com- 
munications, previdus to the forfeiture 

of his happineſs. The bleſſing pro- 
nounced, Be fruitful, and multiply, 
and repleniſh. the earth, and ſubdue 
it” —the authority given, * “Have do- 
minion over the fiſh of the ſea, and the 
fowl of the air, and over every. thing 
| that moveth upon the earth” — =the. Vn. 
HE - gle prohibition, < Of every, tree in the 
. e thew W e freely eat; but of 
1 4 | II "Geneſis ch. . 1 1111 75 
the 


r 


| T9 1 5 
ws knowledge of geod and 
evil thou halt not eat of it“ —and the 


awful denunciation of puniſhment in 
caſe of diſobedience, In the day that 


thou eateſt, thou ſhalt ſurely die,” ſuf- 
ficiently prove, that Adam was clearly 
informed of the exiſtence of God, From 
whom himſelf and all things had re- 


ceived their being, and 10 whom him- 


ſelf and all things were conſequently 
ſubject; and tbus was furniſhed with 


the beſt guide and ſupport to reaſon, 


and the ſtrongeſt defence nn he | 
power) of cas nam Fro 


This" important truth; hae is rk 


firmed by the whole tenor of Scripture, . 


and of early hiſtory, at once vindicates 
the juſtice and goodneſs of God, and diſ- 


plays the heinous nature-of man' s tranſ- 


greſſion. It teaches us to conſider the 
declared will of God, as the moſt- ſolid 


foundation of moral virtue; for if, in his 
2 ſtate of innocence and perfee- 


MW" e tion, 


| 

{| 
1 
| | 
i 
14 


1 6 1 
tion, man was not truſted to the dictates 
or deductions of his reaſon, it ſurely 
— like extreme folly to build in this 
our fallen ſtate upon the weak, uncer- 
tain ground of general expediency.— And 


when we are aſſured, that God mani- 
feſted hiafelf as God to the firſt, of. the 
human race, before guilt had corrupted 


his nature, and perverted his reaſon; we. 
may aſſert, that this original Revela- 
tion of God to man, of his own exiſt- 


ence, and. of the relation, in which man 


ſtands to God, is alſo the foundation of 
all religion — By thus deriving our know- 


ledge: of the Deity immediately from the 


Deity; himfelf—not.. only through the 
medium of his works, of which men 
know. ſo little, and judge ſo il—and 
tracing, our knowledge. of the divine 

will through a ſeries. of. confitent pro- 
phecies, and inſtructions, and records; 


n Reaſon, and Hiſtory will unite to 


x that triple cord, which ſhall 


er be broken”. from the anchor of 


our 


a X = 
our: Chriſtian hope. But 14 — to 
obſerve, that Adam confeſſed both his 
knowledge of the voice of God, when the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt made him try to 
avoid his preſence, and his fear of the 
puniſhment, which had been previouſly 
threatened, when he ſaid, “ heard thy 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid.“ 
The: intercourſe therefore, which God 5 
had vouchſafed to hold with Adam in 
his ſtate of innocence; and the change, 
which he experienced in himſelf on 
tranſgreſſing the command, enabled him 
to judge perfectly of the Divine autho- 
rity of that eee promiſe of final 
Redemption, which began the wonderful 
ſcheme of Prophecy, und founded the 
hope of yy upon the baſis of 
Revelation. 5 
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85 And wh Sat God badete the 5 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art eurfed = 
av all callle, and above every beef of 
the 
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the bad. dnl. T will put n 


t * 1 


thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed 


and ber feed : it ſhall bruiſe pets and 
1 Man r his "0 oe i 


The taunts of this Mogan is me- 
. ; but the metaphors uſed in it 
are by no means of uncertain fignifica- 


tion .— Taking the whole account of 


the fall, as it ſtands recorded in Scrip- 
ture, it is clear that Satan, or the Evil 
Spirit, who aſſumed the form of a ſer- 


55 0 n was r rg cauſe 'of all the 


5 "gpit 
* Genefis ii. 14, 15. 5 th: 
Sherlock on the Prophecies, Dit UI. 
. Nel Jechares. it, was the ee of the 


| Goſpel of Chriſt * to open their eyes, and to turn 


them from darkneſs to light, and from the power 


Satan unto God.” Acts xxvi. 18. and in his Epiſtle 


to the Romans, xvi. 20. he refers to the promiſe 
made to Adam, * And the God of peace ſhall bruiſe 
Satan under your feet ſhortly.” The ſame Apoſtle, 
'S Corinth. xi. 14. favours the interpretation of Pa- 

trick (ſee his commentary on the third chapter of 
Geneſis, 


its 1 


gullt and miſery. of man. „ And the 
1 ſaid, The ſerpent beguiled me, 


and 1 did eat. Immediately, therefore, B. C. 
does the juſtice of God pronounce His 4004. 


doom. The ſeed of the woman, whom he 
had tempted to diſobedience, was to be 
inſtrumental in executing his puniſhment 
—a puniſhment far more ſevere than 

that, which diſobedience had brought 
upon mankind.—* Becauſe thou haft: done 
this, —T will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy ſeed and ber 
feed: it ſhall bruiſe thy head; and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe. his heel. — Thus, © in the 
midſt of wrath remęmbering mercy,” 
God was pleaſed to communicate to our 
firſt parents, in the ſentence pronounced 
r their enemy, e a 2 as 


| Geneſis, proving the wel as to mean bow 2 


ſerpent and an angel), And no marvel, for Satan 
himſelf is transformed into an angel of light“ 

Eve might be thus“ beguiled” by him, who was 
«x liar from the beginning,” 5 0! ISLOUOg 


$345! | ? | of 


earneſt of pardon, and a motive for ex- 
ertion in their appointed warfare- 


i . 


of their banale they heard that 


the ſucceſs of their adverſary was not a 


domplete victory over themſelves, or 


their poſterity; but that although there 
was to be a conteſt for ſuperiority, their 
poſterity ſhould” finally prevail, ſome 
hope of reſtoration to the loſt favour of 
their Creator muſt have penetrated the 


gloom of deſpair.— They had exchanged 


happineſs, innocence, and life, for pain 


and ſorrow, fin and death. But this 
Prophecy, while it opened the proſpect 


of deliverance from - the power of Satan, 
and of ſin, encouraged them to place 
their · truſt and confidence in God, who 
could alone effect it it was at once an 


-It 
was the foundation of hope e. 
dade—be Wannen to „ eee and 
n We ee de ws: 

| + Inn fot {ane ate Apr 

| Thus 85 ebe of 88 was s pro- 
8 to the wants of our firſt pa- 
I | rents, 


* 
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rents; and was tranſmitted. by theit! 1 
their children, as a ſacred treaſure f 
conſolation amidſt the miſeries, which po 
their fin had entailed upon them, and as 
a ſecurity for the maintenance of re- 
gion, on which their future happi 
depended: —By what methods God in 
tended to effect this wonderful re | ora - 
tion to his favour, he did not at that 
time e reveal 5, ; This was e ra 


alied bim — page, "_— TJ 
have gotten a man from the” Lord,“ according to 8 
his promiſe. No reaſon is given for the name of 
Abel, beeauſe his parents did not place in him 
their hope of the promiſed ſeed, as they did in 
their firſt-born Cain ; but to the ſon born aſter the 
death of Abel, and the rejection and baniſhment'of 
Cain, Eve gave the name of Setb, ſignifying appointed; 
as ſhe conſidered this ſon as fub/ituted by God, to 
be the ſeed himſelf, or the ſeed from whom the 
promiſed Saviour of the world ſhould come; for, 
W the promiſe was to be fulfilled immediately; | 
on or 


_— 


| fublequent f Prophecies, detiversd - * With 
OE! cleareſ, a n+ more circum. 
ſtantial 


or at a remote diſtance of time, * were not in- 
formed by the Prophecy, nor was this deelared for 
many ſucceeding generations. Lamech called the 
name of his ſon Mab, which. ſignifies 76fl, or re. 
Freſhment after toil, or comfort ; « Becauſe,” ſaid he, 
* this fame ſhall comfort us concerning our work 
nnd toil bf our hands. It is to be obſerved; there 
Was: a general curſe upon the earth for the fin of 
Adam, and ſome have thought a particular curſ 
upon ſome part of ĩt for. the ſin of Cain. Lamech 
foretells, that im the time of this ſon God would in 
great meaſure take theni both off that he ſhould 
be. the reſtorer of the. world, after the flood. pre- 
dicted by Enoch (Enoch had named his ſon Methy 
Ee dies —ſelah abe ſending forth of water, ſigni- 
fying, when be dies the flood ball come. See Bochart, 
I. ii. c. 130 — that he ſhould give ref from con- 
fuſion and deſolation, and that the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed to his poſterity. Lamech therefore, with 
the proſpect of theſe mighty changes before him, 
might look to this ſon for the completion of the pro- 
miſe made to Adam, or he might foreſee that fron 
that a delaverer ſrom the mi ie which ſin had 


4 4 1. 


fantial, detail. This, as well. as all the 
ſeries which followed, found its com- 
pletion when. the Son of God appeared 
« to deſtroy the works of the Devil,” 
when © the bead of the ſerpent was 
bruiſed” by the conqueſt of the powers 
of darkneſs, and the redemption. of the 

world: Was e * ſhe. ſuffer | 


F 
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1 the. 8 was « aud, appears 5 
evident. = petfeftly conſiſtent with the merciful 

difpenſations of God's providence, to ſuppoſe that 
theſe early Patriarehs, who ſeem to have ſufferat 
great hardſhips from the curſe upon the ground, 
were permitted to.indulge the hope of a ſpeedy. aq- 
compliſhment of. this promiſe z God having been 
pleaſed to take Enoch to himſelf, about _fifty- 
ſeven years after the death of Adam, to fapport 
and comfort mankind in their ſtate of mortality, 
with the aſſurance of a better life in another world. 


And it is therefore probable, that Enoch was tranſ- 


lated in ſome ſuch viſible manner as Elijah after · 
wards was, by a a glorious appearance of the Sbecbi- 
nab, or-token of God's ſpecial preſence,” from whence 
angels were ſent. ang f wes 1 1 5 E 
Patrick's Caged J Hm 45H 


—— 
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Chrit; and When He, who was in the 
> moſt proper and inent ſenſe * the 
ſeed of the woman,” not only withſtood 
the temptations of Satan, but ** caſt out 
his evil ſpirits, and faw him as lightning 
fall from heaven.” Thus, as the guilt of 

Adam was tranſmitted to all his race, 

fo was this moſt antient of the Prophe- 

cies, the harbinger of that atonement, 
which was, to be made for 1 Ut Ni when the 
fulneſs of time was come, and < God 
ſent into the world. his. Son made of 1 
woman; that as by one man's diſo- 
bedience many were made ſinners, ſo 
by the obedience of one many were 
made righteous;“ and that * as in Adam 
all die, ſo in Chriſt Al Light be, made 
alive. Kr o i - 4113185 


1 It this — 
Pretation is. "undoubtedly the true and 
antient interpretation of the Jewiſh 
Church before the coming of Chriſt, is 
clear from their commentaries on this 
part 


4 6 1 

bart of Scripture. They referred the. 
ulflment of this promiſe to Chriſt and 
o Satan, as plainly. appear by the Tar-. 
zum of Onkelos, . and the Targum of 
Jeruſalem f 3 In the TN 99: det , 


f Targam is a Chaldee wed; nd Egnifics' a a 1 
tranſlation, It is in general appropriated by the 1 
Jews to the Chaldee paraphraſes of the Old Teſta- 1 

ent. The firſt Targums were compoſed for the - ' 
Wi: of the common people, after their return from . 
ie Babylopiſh captivity. The Targum of Onke- 1 
on the Pentateuch is the moſt antient now re- * 
maining. It is rather a tranſlation than a para- 1 
phraſe. It was antiently held in ſuch high repute | Ul 
o be read alternately i in the ſynagogues with the = 
- Whcred text. Next in purity of ſtyle and antiquity 1 E 
| Ws the Targum of Jonathan Ben Uzzie}. It relates 1 
» Wt the works of the Prophets. Theſe Targums are [| 
lowed both by Jews and Chriſtians to be as antient, 1 
not more ſo, than the time of our Saviour. It is | 
probable, that many of the gloſſes and interpreta- | 
tions of the more antient Verſions, that were in uſe | 
d immediately after the Babyloniſh captivity, are in- | 
\ {Wifrted in them. Many other Prophecies, in addition is 
so thoſe above mentioned concerning the Meſſiah, * | 
$ are explained in theſe Targums, exactly as they are i 
"= ” | my: MN Is | 
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_ ſerpent, there ſhall be none. It ſhall 


* ns 4 
3: +, 
phraſe of the words addreſſed to the ſer- 


pent is exactly as follows. 4e It ſhall 
come to paſs, when the ſons of the wo- 


man ſhall execute the commands of the 
Law, then they ſhall wound thee in the 


head, and ſlay thee. But when the ſons 


of the woman ſhall deſert the command; 
of the Law, thou ſhalt bite them in the 


heel, and ſtrike them in their weakneſs, 
There ſhall, however, be a remedy fot 


tlle ſons of the woman; but for thee, the 


come to paſs that they ſhall wound each 
other in the heel, in the laſt days, in the 
days of Meſſiah the King 8.” 


In the ſentence, pronounced by #he 


by Chriſtians. In addition to the ſervice which 
they render ſo evidently to the Chriſtian cauſe, 
they are of great uſe, as they contribute to eſta- 
bliſh- the genuineneſs of the Hebrew: text. This 
ſubject is treated at large * n * ii. 


P · 413, 426, &c. . 
6 Critici Sacr1, tom, 30 p · Is. 
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an 
od of infinite juſtice and mercy upon 
ur firſt parents, we ſee the groundwork 

nd baſis of all the Prophecies. It is the 
oundation of the glorious hope, in the 

1filment” of which, every deſcendant of 

dam has the ſtrongeſt intereſt, It was 
he firſt gracious intimation of peace and ; 
cliverance, of redemption and happi- 

eſs, given to fallen and miſerable 'man * 

the earlieſt ray of the Sun of righ- 
eouſneſs which in the laſt days illu. 


uned a guilty N and e its Light | 


med! (RINGING: © 
: 1 > Ty CLASS © a 
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The Promiſes made. to 3 reſpedlin 


his poſterity, confirm and illuſtrate the 


tory, every part of which is intereſting, 
and almoſt every circumſtance prophe- 
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enarrzx THE SECOND. 
His Pofterity and the Me * 


n it is 1 3 was the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of the Patriarchs, the 
venerable anceſtor of the Iſraelites and 
Iſmaelites, or, as they are now called, of 
the Jews and Arabs. His name is at 
this day celebrated throughout the Eaſt; 
and various writings and traditions, care- 
fully preſerved through the long lines of 


hiſtory, which we find recorded of him 
in the Old Teſtament. From this hif- 


$I ou — — „ FA” wr 


tic, 


1 73 1 


tic, Thave ſeleQted one of the moſt ſtrik⸗ 
ing examples of the truth of prophecy, 
ſtill open to the eyes of man, and which 
is alſo an important link in the chain of 
evidence, to Prove. its great deſign. 7 


Ahn ee thi Toth in regular aig 
ſcent from Noah, through Shem, towhom 
the divine promiſe of peculiar protection 
and bleſſing had been given, apparently 
as the reward of filial piety, and in whoſe 
family the worſhip of the true God was 
preſerved,” amidſt -the "idolatry. of the 
other deſcendants of Noah. At the 
1304997 rept ent acbeat iy eſpecial 


— CT” 


92 RT the remarkable” prophecy. concerning 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet, Gen. ix. the learned Jo- 
kph Mede obſerves, Book I. Diſ. xIviii. “ that 
lere never yet hath been a ; fon of Cham, who 
lath ſhaken a ſceptre over the head of Japhet. 
nd heb fubdnen Jsphet, and Japhet hach fub- 


(. dued 1 hut Cham never fubdued either. And 
this ate Was it, which made Hannibal, a child of 


nn „„ 


ib. TVs in fine.) 1n the Hebrew — go 
E | 3 
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eſpecial call of the Almighty, Abraham 
left his native country Ur of the Chal. 
deans, in Meſopotamia, then beginning 
to be infected by idolatry... And. it was 


in conſequence of his faith 1 in God, and 


ready obedience to his commands, that 


he was favoured with the 8 we 
are eee fd Ao 


: 11 


As "has Proghers, 1 as it were, 


the grand outline of the building, the 


foundation of which we have examined 

in the former Chapter, I ſhall endeavour 
to draw it out diſtinctly, for the inſpec. 
tion of the reader, before his attention is 
called to the circumſtances 2h, its com. 
pletion. . "Roof 


* - 1 - ” 2% 1 1 
ein. 41448 1 & * 


| cc Now the Lon had faid nate - "Wi 
[before the death of his father Terah] 


Get thee out — thy country and from 
thy! kindred, and from _—_ father's houſe, 


ö 


ſignifies e 1997 engl and. Canaan 
, or bunblad. 
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e 
unto a land that I will fhetw: thee aud 
1 will male thee a great nation, and I 
will bleſs thee, and make thy name great; 
aud thou- ſhalt. be a bleſing; and I will 
bleſs theta that bleſs thee, and curſe bim 
that curſeth thee.; and in thee ſball all 
the families of the earth. he "bleſſed..." So 
Abram -departed, as the Lord had 
ſpoken unto him; and Abram was 75 
years old when he departed out of Ha- 
tan, where Terah his father died. 
Upon his firſt entering Canaan, the 
Lord appeared unto Abram, and ſaid, 
Unto thy ſeed will I give 2h land.” 
Some time aſter his return from Egypt, 
whither he had been led by a famine in 
the land of Canaan, with which he muſt 
by that time have been well acquainted, 
kving paſſed through it from north to 
ſouth, “ the Lord ſaid unto Abraham, 
ift up now thine eyes, and look from 
me place where thou art [probably the 
ountain on the eaſt of Bethel, where 

v Geneſis xii. - 33. 
1 3 ; he 


: FT ͤ—ö“ TI hor a Mam 1 —— 
9 - Ge a nn nn nan goed 


1 16 . 
he had pitched his tent, TOR he went 
into Egypt, and had built an altar unto 

the Lord] northward, and ſouthward, 
and eaſtward, and weſtward: for all ibe 

land which\thou-ſeeft,” to thee will I give 

it, and unto thy ſeed for: ever. Aud I will 
male thy ſeed as the duſt of ' the earth; 

ſo'that "if a man can number "the dul of 
the earth, then | ſhall thy ſeed alſo be nun- 
Bered. Atiſe, walk through the land, 
in the length of it, and in the breadth 
of it [fearleſs of danger from its inha- 
bitants] : for I will give it-unto'thee*,” 
— Theſe promiſes- were repeated after 
the victory obtained by Abraham over 
the Kings, and his refuſal of the ſpoil 
offered him by Melchiſedeck the King 
of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt high 

"il God.” The time of the captivity in 

| | Egypt was exactly predicted; the limits 
of the land they were afterwards to pol- 

ſeſs, were exactly determined; and the 
nations- they were to deſtroy, were enu- 


© Geneſis xiii. . 
\ merated, 


F 
* . 


merated. e oft: 2 : ſurety, that: thy 


that; ao whom. they. e gays: will 1 


with pc ſubbaxce: And. tha malt ga 
to thy fathers in peace; thou ſhalt be 


again: or dhe iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet fl.. Into thy, ſeed will I giue this. 
land, fum Ihe rider ꝙ Egypt unto ibe great 
river, \the rover Eupbraten. The Kenites, 


and the Hittites, and"\the:. Perizzites, aud 


. Renbaime, and the: Amorites, and ibe 
a Canaanites, aud the Ginzaſbites, and tbe 


to inherit theſe promiſes; but his faith in 


When be was 99 years old [13 years after 


the birth of Iſhmael] <« the Lord appeared 


40 $4 * Geneſis xv. 1 13—21. 


feed fhall: be a firanger-in a land thut is 
not their s, and ſhall ſerbe them and + 


they ſhall aflift them 400 years and alſo 


* 
8 — — 
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buried in a good old age. But in the 
fourth - yenerbtion-.theyi\ Mall canie_ bither. 


and the Keniz2ites, aud the Kadmonites, 


Tebufites d. Abraham had as yet no ſon 


the word of God fetnained unſhaken. 


| f 
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again unte him, and ſaid unto him: I am 
the Al God: walk before me, and 
be thou perfect. And 1 will make my co- 
venant between me and thee, and will 
multiply tbee exceedingly e.. Bebold, my 
covenant ix "with: where, and tho falt be 
a father of many nation. Neither ſhall 
thy name any more be called Abram; 
but thy name hall be Abraham: for a 
father of many nations have I made thee. 
And I will make tbee eucecuding Fruitful, 
au I wil mate nations of -thze, and 
Kings bull come our of thee. And I will 
gabliſb my covenau her tueen me and thee, 
and thy" feed aſter thee, in their genera- 
Hons, . for an everluftmg- covenant, 10 b a 
God unto" bee, and fo thy cod "after 
thee. \ And will giwe unto thee; and 
to thy: ſeed after thee, the kind wherein 
thou art à ſtranger, all the land of Ca- 
naan, foruan evetlaſting poſſeſſiong” and 
1 will be their” God:-.. Sarah thy wife 


Ln e FlaammTiodNnG 2: 
© Geneſis xvii. N ce 
, 1 Cm V2 43 ˙ 
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ſhall bear thee: a ſon indeed; and chow : 


ſhalt call his name Iſaac : and 't will efta- 
pliſh my covenant with bim, for an ever- 
laling covenant, aud with his feed after 


him. And as for Iſhmael, J have heard 
thee; Behold I have bleſſed him—and 


will make him à great nation. But in y 
covenant Will I eftabliſh with Iſaac, whom 
Sarah thy wife ſhall bear unto thee, 
at this ſet time in the next year.” 
And when Abraham, ſoon after the 
birth of Iſaac, was heſitating whether he 
ſhould corhplh with the requeſt of Sarah, 

e fend Iſhmael away, < the Lord ſaid 
| unto Abrabam....hearken unto her voice, 
| for in lese thall thy feed be called; ac- 


1% 21 79 ' C 
£ In. the 8 hiſtory, the ſacred x wri- 
ter informs us that Sarah was barren, the had no 


under ſome natural defect. Both Abraham and 
Sarah were far advanced in age, when this promiſe 
was given; ſo that the birth of Iſaac is repreſented 
in Scripture as à miraculous event. The Lord 
viſited Sarah as he had ſaid....ſhe bore Abraham a 
ſon....and Abraham was one hundred years old, 
when his ſon Iſaac was born,” Gen, xvii. and Kii. 
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child The expremion implies that the laboured 
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1 
companying this . with, an af. 
ſurance of protection and bleſſing to his 

ſon Iſhmael. When it had Pleaſed God 
to afford Abraham an opportunity of ex- 

hibitingthe moſt eminent example. of faith 

and obedience we can imagine in the power 

of mans, theſe promiſes were renewed with 

yet greater ſolemnity, and more ſtriking 
marks of approbation and favour. 15 Bb 
= | myſelf have I fworn, faith: the Lord; for 
5 becauſe thou haſt done this thing, and 
= haſt not withheld thy. ſon, thine only 
ſon; that in bleſſing I will bleſs thee, and 
in multiplying I will multiply thy ſeed 
| as the ſtars of the heaven, and as the 
1 fand which i is upon the ſea-ſhore , and 
x thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of his ene- 
mies. Aud in thy feed ſhall 4 The iations 

"of the earth be 1 Mme. hou | 


91 
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obeyed. TY WORE Ro fel hes args 
'& Abraham's trial may be ſuppoſed to be pro- 
baue even in the words, God will provide for 
himſelf a victim.“ Our Lord declares, Abraham 
rejoiced to ſee: er g and he t it, ryan Is ? 

: John viii. 56. WG 78 
d Geneſis xxit; 1618, 


| . 


tle 


dants of Ifaac/from the reſt of the world 


were T 


5 * ſeparation. of the deſcen- 


—a preſervationof the worſhip of the true 


God among this ſelected people pecu- 


liar protection, direction, Ang bleſſing to 
be vouchſafed to them from ( their God 
for ever; and the glorious. privilege of 


giving birth to, the Saviour of the world, 


are clearly: predic ted. Theſe promiſes 
e renewed: to Iſaat after the death of 
Abraham, and to Jacob after he had 
obtained the bleſfing from his father 
Iſaac, to which his. brothers Eſau's un- 
worthy reſignation of his birth- right had 
given him a claim; and they were cer- 
tainly underſtood by theſe Patriarchs, as 
confirming the tradition they had re- 


ccived from their fathers; .of the reſtora- 


tion of univerſal 28 at an 1 
ture 27 85 8 


POR 710 TORY 26) a 1 25. 2 : 
Wea are now to look for the dudiwent ; 
ghee) — ES: of 


tions? The value of | ſuch"'involuntary 


Prophecy is obvious; and if it be farther 
derful ſketch of the Divine deſign, the 


the whole, muſt irrefiſtibly ' convince us, 
that it 4s-vhe work f Ge 


terity to Abraham, has been moſt won- 


L 8% ] 

of 'this comprelienſive Prophecy.—And 
here we may venture to appeal to every 
one at all acquainted with the ſubſe. 
quent hiſtory of the children of Abra- 
ham, whether his find has not already 
recognized that hiſtory: in theſe predic- 


teſtimony to the truth and exactneſs of 


obſerved, that every ſuccceding predic- 
tion has its place in filling up this won- 


ſtrength, the harmony, and beauty of 


« *F 
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In the hiſtories" of the tithe) ah of 
the Jews, wWe find ample proof in every 
age, tllat the promiſe of a numerous pol- 


derfully fulfilled. $845; fi f 4795 her T Art 


"Pr * I. EY +> 


As moſt atisfadtory evidence con- 


. the ne race of his de- 
|  ſcendants, 


0. 


| L 83 J 
ſcendants, I ſhall cite a very extraordi- 
nary paſſage from an: Hiſtorian, whoſe 
enmity to the cauſe of religion has 
led him to aſſert in one ſentence, what 
the power of truth obliged him to ab- 


ſolutely deny in the next. His eonceſ- 


ſions as to Facis, anxiouſly as he endea- 
vours to ward off their effect upon every 
candid mind, by the ſuppoſition of cauſes 
wholly inadequate to account for them, 
ſufficiently ' eſtabliſh the multitude, the 
antiquity, and the character of this literally 
ſingular people—their uninterrupted mde- 
pendence, and their unchanging ' manners. 
And thus the truth and accuracy of this 
defcriptive Prophecy! is confirmed by 


the involuntary teſtimony of one of the 
moſt artful . to the truth of 
Revelation. N 


1 : «tt 
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The doubt he Fu, pain et relative 


to their origin is undeſerving notice, 


as N N by argument e or autho- 


5 Genefin 1 ; 
ö E 6 | "rity: | 
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1 
rity: but the reader who is inclined to 
examine this point, and to enter more 
fully into the ſubject of this Prophecy, 
will find it clearly and conciſely ſtated 
by many writers, and Gy uy Bi- 
rn N 


702 K The parpetual 8 of the 

Arabs has been the theme of praiſe 

among ſtrangers and natives; and the 

arts of controverſy transform this ſingular 
event into a. prophecy and a miracle, in 
favor of. the poſterity. of Iſmael. Some 
exceptions, that can neither be diſſem- 
| bled nor eluded, render this mode of 
reaſoning, as indiſcreet as it is ſuperflu- 
ous: the kingdom of Yemen. has been 
| ſucceſſively ſubdued by the Abyſſinians, 
the Perſians, the Sultans of Egypt, and 


* Gibbon's Roman , vol. v. ur " 
178—1 N 
% It was ſubdued A. D. 1173, y a eber of 
dhe great Saladin, who founded a dynaſty « 'of Curds 
or Ayoubites. See Guigne's Hit. des Huns, Tom. i. 
p. 425. D Herbelot, p. 477“ 
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ts 1 
the Turks m: the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina have repeatedly bowed un- 
der a Scythian tyrant; and the Roma 
Ponent of e, embraced the pecu- 
oY; gar oF loc har. 
24 By the lieutenant PRO) A. ; 1538. 
and Selim II. 1568. See Cantemir's Hiſt; of the 
Othman Empire, p.-201—-221,: The Paſha who 
teſided at Saana commanded 21 beys, but zo re- 
venue Was ever remitted to. the Porte, and the Turks 
were expelled 8 about the ur 1 1690. os iebubr, P- 
167, 168.“ N 
1 « Of the en e ee ahn Ut ” 
Arabia, and the third Paleſtine, the principal cities 
were Boſtra and Petra, which dated their era from 
the year 105, when they were ſubdued by Palma, 


a lieutenant of Trajan. Dion Caſſius, 1. 68. Petra 


was the capital of the Nabathæans; whoſe name 
is derived from the eldeſt of the ſons of Iſmael. 
(Genel. xxv. 12. &c. with the Commentaries of je- 
rom, Le Clerc, and Calmet.) Juſtinian relinquiſhed 


a palm country of ten days journey to the ſouth of | 


Alah (Procop. de Bell. Perſic. 1. i. o. 19. „, and the 
Romans maintained a centurion and a cuſtom-houſe 
(Arrian in Periplo Maris Erythræi, p. II. in Hud- 
ſon tom; IP at a place (Azvay: xn, pagus albus 
Hawara)in the territory of Medina. (D Anville Me- 
moire ſur I Egypte, p. 243-) Theſe real palſellions and 


n 


„ 
Rar -wilderneſzz in which Iſmael and his 
bons muſt have pitehed N in 
| tho this of their brethren 
2993 213 bogdams Aid do ne 
| te et theſe exceptions are temporary and 

lical; ; Ae body of the. nation has eſcaped the 
yoke. of the moſt. poroerful monarc hies: the 
arms of Seſoſtris and Cyrus, of Pompey and 
Y Tajan, could never achieve the conqueſt of 
Arabia; the preſent Soverei gn of the Turks 
may exerciſe the ſhadow of juriſdiftion, but 
his pride is reduced: to. ſolicit the friendſhip 
of a people, whom. it is dangerons' 10 pro- 
woke; and fruitleſs to attack. Te obvious 
cauſes of their freedom are inſcribed o on the 
character and country of. the, Ar abs... .T heir 
ſpirit is frees. their eps are unconfined, the 
deſert. is apeu, and :the tribes and families 
are held ee by a mutual and voruntary 
| compact... Nhe ſeparation of the Arabs from 
the reſt. of mankind bas accuſtomed them 10 
- fome-naval' 1a Taufe (Feripl. p. 14, 1 .) ar: 
magniſied by biflory and medals into the Roman con- 
. - queſt f Arabia,” Gibbon's Notes ha 125 Decline 
"and Fa nn Gian 


(on- 


GE | 
conf the ideas of frang er anid enemy. Wor 
They pretend, that in 10 diviſion” of the 
earth, the rich and fertile climates were af- 
froned to the other branches of the buman 
family, and that the Pofterity of the outlaw 
Iimael might recover, by fraud or furcb, the 
portion of inheritance, of- which he had been 
unjuſtly deprived. Acrording to \Pliny the 
7 Wl Arabian tribes are equally addified- to theft 
and merchandiſe : the caravans that traverſe / 
the deſert are ranſomed or pillaged and | 
” Wl their neighbours, fince-the remote times of 
Job and Seſo Aris, have been vickimt of their 
rapacious ſpirit. .. JV hatever may be the pe- 

digree -of the Arabs, their language is. de- 
ved from'the original fock, with the He- 
brew, the Syriac, and Chaldeail FOngues.... 
be fame Boſpitality, which was frafiiſed 
% Abrabam, and celebrated by Homer, is 
n ill rene ved in the camps of the Arabs,... 
The religion of the Arabs as duell as tbe 

an Indians conſiſted in the worſhip” of the 
| ſun, the moon, and ſtars....In a re- 
mote h or antiquity, Sabianiſm was 
= dif- 


£03 


diffuſed. over Aſia, by the ſciente of the 
'Chaldeans, and the arms of the Aſſyrians. 
In the tradition f the creation, the de- 
luge, and the patriarchs, they held a. fingular 
agreement with their Jewiſh, captives.— 
Dey appealed to the ſecret books of Adam, 
Seth, and Enoch. From Japan to Peru, 


"the uſe of ſacriſice bat univerſally prevail- 
e . ba» 8 be wu of a man is the wi precious 
WA PL s oblation 


. 5 KI. e « can 4 het a doubt that facrifices 
were inſtituted by the direction of God himſelf. It 
cannot be ſuppoſed that Adam or Abel would have 
preſumed to kill a any creature, or could fuppoſe the 
offering ſuch a victim, or the ſhedding of blood 

"(death being their allotted puniſhment, and what 
they muſt hold in abhorrence) would be acceptable 
to God, unleſs ſuch a ſacrifice had been ſpecially 
5 appointed. It i is not impoſlible from the Apoſile's 
expreſſion Heb. xi. 4 . « Abel's ſacrifice was made 
acceptable by faith; that the deſign of this inſti- 
- tution, and the neceſſity of the ſacrifice, which was 
to redeem the world, was revealed at the fame 
time; and this conjecture is ſtrengthened by the 
ſimilar tradition, which is proved, by the recently 
diſcovered Sanſereet writin gs, to have exiſted i in the 
th in India, in times coeval, if not prior, to the 

time 
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ollalion to deprecate ' public ee, gi "the 
altars of Phenicia and Egypt, of Rome 
and Carthage, have been polluted with 
human gore. be cruel Practice "was 
long Preſerved among the” Arabs. .. In the 
time of ignorance, the Arabs, like the 
Jews and Egyptians, abſtained from the 
uſe of ſwine's fleſh; they circumciſed 
their ckildren at the age of puberty *; the 
ſame cuſtoms, without the cenſure on the warn 
cept of the Koran, have been leni anf. 
"_—_— fo their pelerity and | proſelytes?” - I 


01KH.09} 3% Do3yqmgd 24 ar 38d 

The: alflingoiſhed: e of Iſaac, 
the child, of promiſe, exhibits a yet 
more ſtriking example of the accurate 

9 TOI £2; OW A 0% KI 4 {rid in: > QJ:** A 
time 'of Moſes. " teftified his, acceptance/of oe 
ſacrifice, by fire from heaven, or (as 18 more 
ble during the times of the Conſtant, or ated Ng 
pearance of the 'Shechinab, or divine ſplendor of 
light, by which God manifeſted his eſpecial pre- 
ſence) by a ſtream of flame from the viſible glory of 
the Lord; which burnt up the ſatrifice. See Pa- 
trick Commentary upon Geneſis, vol. 10 e. IV... 
a 2 Tal was clivitinolſed at this aße. r 


* 


1 

tulilment: of this Prophecy. Jacob re. 
moved into Egypt with 66 perſons: 
When, Moſes gave an agcount of the 
condition of the Iſtaelites in Egypt, he 
declared, that after the death of Jo- 
| ſeph they were fruitful, and increaſed 
abundantly. and multiplied, and waxed 
mighty, and the land was filled with 
them. At their departure from Egypt 
they amqunted to 60, do men able to 
bear arms, excluſive of old men, women, 
and children, ſo that the whole num 
ber may be computed at two millions 4, 
During their journey to the promiſed 
land, Balaam the Frophet exclaimed, 
when fummoned to Hh plate” by Ba- 
lak, <« to curſe him a pe , who covered 
the face Sf "the earth 9. Years. after 


11 87 281.1 


their Geparture, fem! e Who can 
unt the duſt of Jacobyand 8 wen, 


I, 4 e ents: ot ( (921 

„The High,plages. . in, Scripture 
were places ſet apart for N worll 
Patrick's Comment. and Prideaux's Con 


9522 
2.5 


97 1 
ber of the N part of Iſrael ?” And 


Moſes, remarking their increaſe with . 


eſerence to the promiſe made to Abra- 
ham, ſaid, addrefling himſelf, to the peo: 


you 2 are this day as. Lade of een 


for multitude,” .. ve Mio Porn F 


When David ir in the arab of his 1 
numbered his people, his ſubjects 15 
to bear arms amounted to 1,300,000 
Upon the diſperſion of the ten tribes 
of the kingdom of Tiracl, and the cap- 


0 


tivity of the people of J udah, numerous | 


colonies were eftabliſhed 1 in All parts of 
the Eat, from W hence Mmultitndes came 
annvally t to t the feaſt of Pente- 
coſt at Jeruſalem. in the various coun- 


tries in 5 the Apoſtles firft preach: | 


ed the Goſpel, —_ found ſynagogues, 
which bad been for a 8 eſtabliſhed?” 825 


* 11 nay 251 10 r gang 

# & Philo, Joſepbus, - Juſtin, Tacitus, 8 

and Diodorus Siculus, in 
counts from Scripture. 
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The valt numbers who were lain ar 
taken priſoners by Titus, at the ſiege of 
Jeruſalem, and of thoſe afterwards de- 
ſtroyed in the reigns of Trajan and A- 
- drian ; the horrible maſſacres and per. 
; Welten to which they! have been ſub- 
jected in almoſt every age ſince their dif. 
perſion; and the numbers, which ftrug. 
gling with peculiar hardſhip and opprel- 
ſion, i in all the various countries wherein 
they : are ſcattered, ; are ſuppoſed by ſome 
authors. to be as great as during the time 
| of. their eſtabliſhment in Paleſtine, at 


Ss SS + © + + % 


tory with prophecy, and the ſuperintend 
ing proyidence of God over * the ſeed 
of. A brabam _— —in their "generations - — for 
ever. '—The learned. Baſnage, who wrote 
a ſequel. to the hiſtory of Joſephus, r re- 
W that there are. grounds, for com- 
puting at not les than three millions of 
people,” thoſe who are of \Jewilkiliextrac- 
tion, * their ow erpreffon i « are 


> TT | wit- 


FS 43 
witneſſes. of the 12 BY God Ae I 
rations, of; the: world.” 
15 Dif ! 19v9. 5vgd . 2153 
T he conſtant. 6c ſeparation, of the de- 
ſcendants of Tſaac from the reſt of the 
world“ is evident from the moſt curſory 
b- view- of hiſtory, and the lighteſt ac- 
i. quaintance with the preſent ſtate of the 
> Jews. The means by which, this diſtinc- | 
. tion has been produced and preſerved, 
n and the end for which it was appointed, . 
ne will appear in the courſe of our inquiry; 
and we ſhould find upon examination, 
every circumſtance of this diſtinction 
either immediately ſubſervient to this 
great end, or reſulting from the means 
neceſſary to preſerve A perverſe people. | 
from breaking down the wall of parti- 
tion, which ſeparated them from their 
| idolatrous, neighbours, But 1 muſt con- 
„tent myſelf with aſſert ing — what cannot 
of be denied—that the Jews, notwithſtands, 
ing the AH of Une; circumſtances, 
W climates, 
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1 
climates; and countries, through Which 
they have paſſed in the courſe of 3288 
years, have ever been, and are to this 
hour, diſtinctiy different from every 
other people upon the face of the globe, 
in 43. — , 


A laws, and * 


— 


The third point in the Prophicy that 
«the worſhip of the true God ſhould 

be preſerved among this ſelected people,” 
_ neceſſarily connected with the fourth, 
relating to'< the'peculiar protection, di- 
re&ion, and bleſſing, to be vouchſafed 
to them from their God,” and 1 ſhal 
briefly confider them together. —It is 
well known, not only from Scripture, but 
from the teſtimonies of Joſephus, Che- 
remon, Manetho, and Sanchoniathon, 
that the reaſon aſſigned by the Hebrews 
to Pharoah for their requeſt to go three 
days journey into the wilderneſs, was, 
that they might worſhip the Lord their 
God the God of their fathers— That 


* | ſoon 


ſoon after they had been reſcued from 

their Egyptian bondage by a ſeries of 4 
miracles, Moſes eſtabliſlled the law! | 1 
„with figs: and wonders, and mighty | ö 
leeds?! wich directs, even to the mi- 
nuteſt| circumſtances,” their civil polity; 
religious worſhip, and private conduct; 
and promiſes conditional bleſſings and 
hreatens conditional puniſſiments to 
pbediende and diſobedience, which, as 
we ſhall find hereafter; were invaria- 
ly performed That this people drove - [if 
ut the inhabitants of the land of Ca- 18 
an (who had then filled up the mea- [| 
ure of their iniquities) wit ſignal 
urks of ſupernatural” power, and con- ' 
inued there under fignal marks of ſu- 
ernatural protection, till their ſins ex- 

ed them for 5 years to Bibylon— 
That there was a ſucceſſion of Prophets 5 
from Moſes to Malachi, who maintained 

the worſhip” of the true God among a 

part nn nation wen when moſt ad. . 

l N dicted 


1 9 1 

dicted to Wala and foretold event, 
near as well as remote, to prove the au- 
thenticity of their miſſion, and recall the 
infatuated people to the worſhip of the 
Lord Jehovah—and that ſince their re- 
turn from the Babyloniſh captivity, this 
people, prone, as they had ever been be- 
fore, to worſhip the Gods of the heathen, 
have never once departed from the wor- 
ſhip, of . their God, arid the:obfervance 
of their. law... No confidering the vifi- 
ble tokens, of the Divine preſence and 
protection, with which they were fa- 
voured, Previous tonthe captwity, and 
that theſe were in a great meaſure with. 
drawn after the building of the ſecond 
temple, - Which had neither the cloud 
andl glory that overſhadowed the Ark, nor 
the Urim and Thummim, by which the 
High Prieſt, received an anſwer from 
God to the enquiries he was authorized 
0 1 5 And that: . Prophet aroſe 
in Iſmel for 400 years, i e. tom Ma- 
5 ib lachi 


Co 1 


achi to John the Baptiſt; - conſidering 
too, the difference of national circum- 
ſtances, every thing in one caſe tending 


"Wl © preſerve them in their own land, 
part from every other people; and in 
Wl the other, every thing tending to mingle 
N them as flaves, outcaſts, and traders— 
I with the nations who have conquered” 
„ ther; and among whom they have dwelt 
ce and ſuffered, | lince their general diſper- | 
# ſion the former prevalence ö of idola- ö 
q MM try, and the latter inflexible adherence 


to their law, equally contradict all our 
na notions of Probability —_ n 8588 
* man 1 Of 8 3 W 20 
* Where they ſhall we ſeek for 11 ex- 
10 planation of this uniform, tlis wonderful | 
he ingularity of fate and character? It is 
written in this promiſe, . Ix TT SEED 
e {HALL ALL) THE NATIONS or THE 
FARTH BE BLESSED.” To this people 
was afſigned; as we have ſeen, the glo- 
rious * of giving birth to the Sa- 
F viour 


„ 
viour of the world; and I truſt the exi- 


dence, which will be produced 28 we 


proceed in this little work, will indubi. 
tably prove, that this Prophecy was clear. 
Nazareth the Chriſt the Son of God 
dumm name By Nl. * mp 


Wich ee to og contituance wy 
this wonderful diſtinction from the birth 


of the Meſſiah to the preſent hour, we 


muſt look to ſucceeding Prophets for 3; 
clear an explanation, as we can obtain 
from them, relative to events, which are 
not yet fulfilled. The everlaſting cove. 


nant, which God was pleaſed to make 


with Abraham and to his ſeed for ever, to 
be their God, and to give them the land 
of Canaan for an everlaſting poſſeſſion, 
would ſufficiently account for this con. 
tinued ſeparation from the reſt of the 


world; and this marked diſtinction 


might be conſidered as a ſufficient pledge 
of the future accompliſhment of this 
TFT 4 and 


T1 7 
and other prophecies, relative to the re- 
turn of the Jews to their own land. But. 
we are authprized-toy. believo, that they 

are thus preſerved to be yet further in- 
{trumental to the execution of the great 
deſign of univerſal ſalvation. And thus 

will this Prophecy, appear to extend the 

| peculiar covenant with the children of 
Abrahanjp tothe final: developement- of 

the myſteries of God, 

preſent world, The conſideration of this 
part of, the. ſubject mnt, however beds * 
krred:tocthe\ ſecond e this | 
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At 0 conrmbithed E F hrs 
v. w. Tue Lord thy Gol *wil 222 unto 
B C. thee” 4 Prophet fm the nid of thee, if 
Th 1. thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye 
Shall hearken. According to all that thi 
defiredſt of the Lord thy God in Horeb, in 
the day of the aſſembly, ſaving, Let me not 
hear again the voice of the Lord my God; 
neither let me ſee this great fire any more, 
that I die not. And the Lord ſaid unto me, 
They have well faid that which they have 
ſpoken. I will raiſe them up a Prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee; 
and will put my words in his mouth, and 


em” all that I ſhall 
command bim. Aud it ꝶHull come to puſs, 
that whoſoever | will not hearken unto my 
words, which' he'/hall ſpeak in my name, I 
will require + es 108. 21 Uns 
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ee y owe learned 
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jans, and by RNabbis of the'ilates 
ages, that Moſes in - theſe words in- 
tended to an the whole ſucceſſion 


| the! expreſſions, at the con- 

ere the Book of Deuteronomy, 
„And there Ardſe not a Prophet like 

unto Moſes, as immediately referring 

to tlie Meffial. Indeed this opinion was 

ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that we find: the 

learned Joſes and Akiba, two eminent 

Doctors of the Law, who flouriſhed in the. 

. e a>Drophet line une 


„ Deut. xy 139 16; x9; 16% b 2 7 „ 
1 | | F 2 | Moſes, 


$9 TT 163 } 
Maſes, or one greater, aſt at ſome time 
ariſe; and that Meſſiah the King will 
5 b unto bim, ar greater than he 
Tbe former of tbeſe iaterpreta 
Wa is not however inconſiſtent With 
the latter. The Prophecy may in its 
_ firſt; and; general ſenſe point out à ſuc- 
ceſſion- of Prophets, though in its prin- 
cipal and ultimate denſe it points to the 
Meſfiah. But as one individual Prophet 
1s Clearly mentioned inte originaf He- 
brew text, and as the eonſtant interpte- 
tation ofi the early Jewiſh church refers 
the accompliſhment/of this Prophecy to 
the appearance of the Meſſiah, we migbt, 
meaning of the promiſe, if we: had no 
other authority; and the evidence in 
favour 12 this interpretation will ſurely 
ncontrovertrtble,when we further 
opnfder the particular, cloſe, and ſtrik- 
10g, EW {ubliſts buen 


os Chandlers Dres of Chyiſianity, p-397- 
230M e Moſes 
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Moſes and Chriſt. St. Stephen ang 
St. Peter declared that Jeſus Chriſt was _— 
the Prophet foretold by Moſes; and our 
Lord himſelf appears to have had the 
paſſage before mentioned in view, wen 
he ſaid, If ye bad believed Moſes, ye | 
xouldhanahatened me, for he wrote of 


$3 
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ci 10 very ſtrong. i . 
&ble aw Fer it fairly and carefully, 
be | faretold, where he” is 0 well de 
2 II DIS 0&4 _ £144. T7 


1 firſt FIR . off 
is, Moſes was a lawgiver, and — me- 
diator of a covenant between God and 
man: Chriſt was the mediator of a bet- 
ter covenant than that which was eſta- 
bliſhed by the facrifice of bulls and 
goats. The one was mortal, the other 
—_—_ the one performed a mediatorial 

Selig "Mo office 


L 24 } - 


a 8 that was temporary and tranft ent ; 


the other « ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſſion for us.“ Other Prophets were 
only interpreters and enforcers of the 
Law, and in this reſpect were greatly in- 
ferior to Moſes. This is of itſelf a ſuf. 
ficient proof, that a ſucceſſion of Pro- 
phets could not be ſolely alluded to. The 
perſon who was to be raiſed up, could 
not be like Moſes in a ſtrict ſenſe, un- 
lets: he were a legiſlator he muſt give à 
law to mankind, and conſequently a 
more excellent law; for if the firſt had 
been perfect, as the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews argues, there could have 
been no room for a ſecond. Chriſt was 
this legiſlator, who gave a law more per- 
fect in its nature, more extenſive in its 
application, and more rue in itz 
EY . e * — 


Other Prophets: bad ede in 
Aenne and viſions - but Moſes talked 
with God face to ace. Chriſt ſpake that 


8 3 which 
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T1 | 
which he had ſeen with the Father! Mo- 
ſes and Chriſt are the only perſons re- 
corded in ſacred Hiſtory, who had this 
immediate communication with God Mo- 
ſes delivered his people from cruel op- 
preſſion and heavy bondage Chriſt from 
the far worſe eren of Satan and ſin. 
Moſes contended with thi 1 
had the advantage over th 
ly, that they could no longer: withſtand 
him, but were forced to acknowledge the 
diving power by which he was affiſted— 
Chriſt ejected evil ſpirits; and received 
their acknowledgments, both of the dig- 
nity of ee and nenn importance of 
his miſtoc og 9d mcg ee eee 
7FROHIOE n 2 de i OE RATS I 
| Moſes: ee the people. cp 
er that if they would be obe- 
dient, they ſhould: enter into the hap⸗ 
py land of Promiſe, which land was 
uſually underſtood by the wiſer Jews to 
be an emblem and a figure of that eter- 
nal . . kingdom, to which the 
ted: YT; Meibah 


| r life and: tear" — 
and opened _ ene fe of waaten to 
— Eege Ge Anne GAR: s 
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rt Moſes rought a great ee of mi- 
racles, and in this particular the parallel 


is remarkable: ſince beſides Chriſt*« there 
aroſe not a Prophet in Iſrael like unto 
Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to 
face, and all the ſigns and the wonders 
which the Lord ſent him to do, Moſes 
was not only a lawgiver, a prophet, and 
a worker of miracles, but a king and a 
prieſt. He is called king“, and he had 
indeed, though not the pomp and the 
crown and the ſceptre, yet the authority of 
a king, and was the ſupreme magiſtrate : 
and the office" of prieſt he often exer- 
| ciſed. In all theſe offices! th reſem- 
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"Malin fed the people 3 in 
the; wilderneſs—Chriſt with bread- and 
with doctrine; and the manna which 
which Chriſt multiplied, were proper 
images of the ſpiritual food which the 
Saviour of the ark beſtowed upon his 
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© Moſes, r hes ine that 
Ware befal his nation for their diſo- 
bedience—Chrift predicted the ſame 
eyents, fixed the preciſe time, and en- 
larged upon the —— and neee 
ana ol >» #1064401, inn 
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"Dates _ 8 Elders 
to preſide over the people—Chriſt-choſe 


the ſame number of Diſciples. Moſes 


ſent 12 men to ſpy out the land which 
was to be conquered—Chriſt ſent his 
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dierneſs except t 
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12 Apoſtles into the world; to ſubdue i it 
by a more glorious and miraculous con- 
queſt.” Moſes interceded for tranſgreſ- 
| ſors, and \ cauſed an atonement to be 
made for them, and ſtopped the wrath 


of God by lifting up the brazen ſerpent 
hiſt” was himſelf 
lifted up, gd was neo atonement F for mae 
whole world. och 10-5 


a 
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Moſes . the 8 A 


. lamb was ſacrificed, none of whoſe bones 


were to be broken, and whoſe blood pro- 
tected the people from deſtrution— 


_ Chriſt was himſelf that Paſchal Lamb. 
Moſes had a very wicked and perverſe ge- 
neration committed to his care; 5. and, to 


enable him to rule them, 


powers were given to him, and he uſed 


his utmoſt endeavours to make the 


people obedient to God, and to ſave 


them from ruin; but in vain: in the 
ſpace of 40 years they all fell in the wil- 
—Chriſt alſo was given 
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to a generation not leſs wicked atid per- 


verſe; his in ions and his mirac 
were loſt upon them; and in about the 
fame ſpace of time after they bad rer 
r _ p Fer ne D 
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Moſes" was Gery 1 above all the 
men that were upon the face of the 
earth. Chriſt was meek and lowly; mild- 
neſs, patience, and reſignation were con- 
ſpicuous in all his actions; he ſubmitted 
with the moſt perfect compoſure of mind 
to every indignity; when he was reviled, 
he anſwered not again, but no Hin: 
(as to 1 Who ſi Hi u 2 


tie n Py (EE aft nt 


Tbe people eu not enter into the 
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for. the iniqhities of his people 3. it wa 
| their i len. Which, was the occaſion of 


God upon aha and upon him: © The 


| Lord,” ſaid Moſes to them, © was angry 


with me for your ſakes, ſaying, Thou 
ſhalt not go in thither, but thou ſhalt 


die*.” Moſes. therefore went up in the 


ſight of the people to the top of Mount 
Nebo, and there he died, when he was 
in perfect vigour, when his eye was not 


dim, not his natural: force abated 


Chriſt ſuffered for the ſins of men, and 
was led up in the preſence of the peo- 
ple to Mount Calvary, where | he died 


in the flower of his age, and when he 
was in his full natural ſtrength. Nei- 


ther Moſes nor Chriſt, as far as we may 
collect from ſacred Hiſtory, were ever 


fick or felt any bodily decay or infir- 


mity, which would have rendered them 


unfit for the toils 1 _ 
perry Were of another rer 
e Deut. i. 37. 
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the diſpleaſure of 
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miſed the people that God would raiſe 


them upa Prophet like unto him ſo 


Chriſt, taking leave of his afflicted Diſ- 
ciples, told them, I will not leave you 
comfortleſs; I will pray the Father, n 
he l give you oth? COEEOLE wt 


© Mos cipreviy Gears; in that it Man 
come to paſs, that whoſoever will not 
hearken unto my words which the Pro- 
Phet ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will re- 
quire it of him.“ The Jews rejected 
Chriſt, and God rejected them. In the 
whole courſe of the hiſtory of the Jews 
there is no inſtance recorded, where, in 
the caſe” of diſobedience to the warnings 


or advice of any Prophet, ſuch terrible 


calamities enſued, as thoſe which fol- 
lowed the rejection of the Meffiah. Thie 
overthrow of the Jewiſh empire, the de- 
ſtruction of ſo many Jews at the Gege of 
Jerufalem, the diſperſion of the furviv- 

people, and the” hiſtory of the Jews 


down. 
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doyn apts preſent day 3 A | 
beyond meaſure and PR 
fulfilled the Prophecy, of Mo 


H 0 Set Seis! 7:1) 
23 * this Gmilitade and, — 
in ſo many particulars the effect of mere 
chance? Let us 
univerſal hiſtory, and ſee if we can find 
a perſon who was ſo like to Moſes as was 
Chriſt, and ſo like to Chriſt as was Mo- 
ſes... If we cannot find ſuch an one, then 
have we found him of whom Moſes in 
the Law and the Prophets did write, 
$6 "Jens of. Nazareth, the; Son of God. 2 


2 © Fi 93, 0 Sc 
- The, \great;.defign. of t this — 

ſeems. to have been to intimate to the 
Jews, that at ſome future time ſome 
new n would ariſe, like unto 
Moes; and conſequently, it muſt, ap- 
pear, that his Law: was not to be of per- 
petual obligation, but was intended 
be ſuperſeded by one that was to be of 
the greateſt confec 


earch all the records of | 


* ug 1 : 
as the -Almiphty announced its future 
promulgation, even at the time when he 


gave his expreſs commands'to his choſen 


people. The Law of Moſes was con- 


fined to the children of Iſrael; the Law 


of Chriſt was. univerſal, deſigned to illu- - 


minate every part of the earth, and to 
fulfil the promiſe originally made to 
Adam, and repeated to Abraham. The 


promiſe of another Lawgiver and Pro- 


phet was a continuation of the . 
chain of Prophecy, arne _ in 
the viewiof the cont mporarie: 

and the fucceeding generations; the af- 
ſurance of the IT the Meſſiah. 
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| CHAPTER rur FOURTH; \ 


The Ful Jolment of the conditional Promiſe 
and 2 breats, pronounced by Moſes to the 


489 ae, le, aoisaun 190 B EN 
biftarian, a philoſapher, and à faunder 


as , a Prophet and a Teacher ſent from 
God,“ it will be acknowledged that he 
ſtands unrivalled in the annals of man- 
- kind. Of all lawgivers he was the moſt 
virtuous and the moſt ſublime. In times 


of the moſt remote antiquity, when the 
groſſeſt corruption of manners and the 
moſt irrational and cruel ſuperſtition 
prevailed in all the ſurrounding nations, 
this great Legiſlator aroſe to confirm 
88 | g his 
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his countrymen in the worſhip of the 
true God, and give them a rule of con- 
duct, in which religions, moral, and 
civil duties were ſo intimately blended, 
4s to preclude any attempt to ſepa- =. 
rate them, and to which their deſcen- 
dants have continued to adhere for 
above 3200 years. His laws are tranſ- 
mitted perfect to te proſent age, whilſt Wo 
nothing remains of the productions of 
other legiſlators but a few fragments 
and the names of their: authors. 
great part of the inhabitants af the 
globe revere them, and have adopted 
them in many points into their owns 
eee do FEES I 
a 3d. ligne. dirs], d do Hohen 

But it is not Poſſible to aSognt' for 
the ſuperior wiſdom; the perfect con- 
ſiſtency, and the ſingular fate of the laws 
of Moſes, without the acknowledgment 
that he received them, by an eſpecial 
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revelation for an eſpecial purpoſe, from 
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tachment indeed: of the Jews, and the 
general veneration in which Moſes and 
his laws have ever been held, have 
ariſen from the perſuaſion, that this great 
Legiſlator was divinely inſpired: a per- 
ſuaſion founded upon the ſublime nature 
of bis laws, the miracles he wrought to 
eſtabliſh in his countrymen the belief of 
their divine origin, the ſolemn and tre · 
mendous ea which he propheti - 
eally annexed in confirmation of their 
divine authority, and the fulfilment. of 
the conditional promiſes and threats to 
which every age: has ſucceſſively borne 
witneſs. IT his laſt circumſtance may be 
conſidered as proving not anly the divine 
miſſion of the Jewiſh Lawgiver, but as 


proving alſo the conſtant ſugerintend- 


ance of God over the people he had 
choſen, to ee ow e -peculiar 
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=y 2 0 « The Lord thy” God bath fn thee to be a 
ſpecial people unto himſelf, above a all people that 


e earth, The Lord did not 
ſet 


DY © of 


t 
diſpenſation according to -the prorhiſe, 
which; as we have ſeen, was given to 
Abraham. To this po then we ſhall 
af mou confine our attention. 1 016629 
gig ner bacon HIC & 565 * 8154 

Mieten wide he md: delivered parti- 
Nov: inſtructions relative to political and 
religious duties, and had fixed the par- 
ticular: puniſhments 0 rewards which 
were beſt calculated to ſecure public or- 
der and domeſtic happineſs; pronounced 
in the moſt explicit terms to the Iſrael- 
ites, that proſperity, p 2 . 
dance ſhould be the certain national re- 
wards of their piety and obſervance of 
the Divine commands; and that miſery 
and war, attended with every public ca- 
lamity and private affliction, ſhould be 
the certain n e prac of their 
ſet his ns nor . ou. ati you 
were more in number than any people; for ye were. 
the feweſt of all People; ; but becauſe the Lord om 
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_ diſobedience; Predictions in general do 
not include ſuch an alternative; finte 
they have commonly a view to one fixed 
train of events, and to no other. But ve 
here find a twofold condition propoſed, 
the manner in which the Iſraelites ſhould 

act 1 CENT en to record 
this day againſt you, ſaitl their great 
Lawꝑiver, that I have ſet before you 
life and death, bleſſing and curſing; 
therefore! chooſe: life; that both thou and 
thy ſeed may live: The: functions thus 
annexed to the objects of choice, are pe- 
Tal to the laws of Moſes. Other 
8 had a view only to the im- 

un puniſhment: of any individual 
ſubject; —the Hebrew Legiſlator” goes 
much farther; his declarations are ex- 
tended to the future fortunes of his peo- 
ple in their collective and national ca- 
pacity. He marks out che Preciſe an 
in which they were afterwards , to. be 
happy or miſerable, and the particular 
cit- 
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nin in the courſe of a long ſeries of 
No legiſlator, who was not in- 
bred, could poſſibly have inticm: ted a 


e accurate. 2 


us; for in the awful declarations of this 
Prophecy we read the complete account 


of the moſt remarkable events in the 


hiſtory of the Jews, It is a reeital, that 
agrees exactly with their ſubſequent ſi- 
tuations, at various periods of time ex- 
main remote from the date of the 


or — whatever | to any other 
people. No nation was ſo peculiarly 


cireumſtanced, no one was ſo diſtin · 


guiſned from the reſt of mankind: by 
remarkable laws, government, cuſtoms, 
and character. The concluſion therefore 
is obvious, that at the time when Moſes 


fouriſhied, he could not have the ex- 
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crcumſtancesinwhich they were to be 
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e of any other nation before his 


5 6 
eyes whoſe viciſſitudes of fortune fur- WM + 
niſhed any grounds for the condition: Will ; 

| ** propoſed to his countryinen, The WW i 
unconimon fate of an uncommon nation 

is pronounced at 4 diſtanen of time, 
when no reach of human foreſight, no Wl ; 
calculation of chances could poſſibly ex. 
tend to the eve 1 diſtant events Wi / 
6&1? Ai &37 1972. en GEES I: FOE Mi 


R. — on this er a f 
- Moſes is the hiſtory of the Jes brought th 
down from their eſtabliſnment in Ca. 2 
nuan to the preſent: times. Referring to Ml /! 
authentic writers®'! for more particular Wl z: 
completions of its other parts, we haſten, MW 
in conformity to the confined plan of W! 
this work, to ſelect ſome of thoſe great n 
en and mace EG circumſtances rc 
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Buffed bull de ths of ab Ws an 
tbe fruit of: y. ground, and thefrs t of thy ; 
cattle, und the increaſe" of 'thy xine, aud the 1 
focks of "thy "ſheep. 4 — fhall be thy 
baſket and thy 'fto1 ord Mall . 
make theenplenteous Wage dicks fruit of | SH 
by body, attd im the fruitrof thy-cattle,,and © 
in the foutooftaley gioundy ew ebecdndtephicts == 
the Lord ſtuur „ | 7 
| thee. * The! Or & * | | - | 1 
. treaſires the heaven; 10 give abe rns Þ 
unto "thy: in Big ſeuſon, and 10 545 ali | : 5 11 ; 
the work of thine hand : and thou halt lend. 1 
unto 2 1 — 1 Halli not ber. 
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Sie yon rain in due ſeaſon, and the: land 


Feld ſhall yield their fruit. And your threſh. 
ing 2 reach _ the ts by and " 


of the promiſed: land; "theſe + affurances 


with ſucceſs. Such was the plenty of 


J 
commangments, and do them ; then I «ill 


Hall yield ber increaſe, and the trees of the 


and ye ee aur: bread-to the ful, 
ere n Mer. 3 


When the Ifi delice end eme 


were. realized; they found the ſoil fa- 
vourable to the production of the va. 
rious fruits which are common in the 
Eaſt, and well adapted to paſturage and 
agriculture. As their numbers were 
conſiderable, they found it neceſſary to 
practiſe every method by which the va- Wl * 
rions fruits of the earth could be beſt e 
cultivated, and produced in the greateſt 

abundance. Their labours were crowned 


. og ET 


1 hu 


9 2 


corn in one period of their hiſtory, that 
2 were — — with a ſuf- 


3 ficient 


WY T8 
icicnt quantity for their own: conſuinp 
tion, but were enabled to ſupplhy the 
Tyrians with it. The woods and ard 
matic. plants were favourable to the in- 
creaſe of bees, and olives thrived in the 
dry. parts of Judea; and hence they 
were well ſupplied with honey and oil. 
The ſides of the mountains and rocks 
were covered with vines. The gardens 
produced m 5 gourds, cucumbers, 
and figs, which were at that time, and 
now continue to be, the favourite fruits  ' 
of the natives of that warm climate. 1 
The palm: trees that grew around the Us 
green paſtures of Jericho, yielded a con- 
ſiderable profit; and the balſam of Gi- 
lead, the moſt valuable ſhrub of the 
kind, was famous for its e og 
grance, and my n ile, 
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The io of the! foil Was tha 
voured by the peculiar nature of the in- _ 
ſtitutions of Moſes,” To each Iſraelite 
was allotted his portion of GT | it 
- 15 G2 | at 
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at the time: of the firſt ſettlement under 
Joſhua. And to each diſtrift were: af. 
ſigned comme Paſtures for the ſupport 
of. their x numerous flocks and herds The 
expreſs laws of the Jubilee ned all 
alienations of eſtates every fifty years, 
Every inhabitant was therefore confined 
to his patrimony, and laboured to im- 
prove it with the greateſt diligence. In 
the reign of David the Jews were nearly 
upon an equality with reſpect to the 
poſſeſſion of land. If, by the increaſe 
a A mn it was neceſſary to divide an 
ä ate into ſhares, the ſmallneſs of each 
MI of them was compenſated by breeding 
1 Kev n of cattle. in n common 


. were 3 to . children of 
Iſrael the peculiar ſources of affluence WI. 
promiſed in their laws. They were not 
taught to expect gold, ſilver, or the be- 

_ nefits of commerce. What they were 
n * reel in abundance; 
the 
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This repreſentation, of the 8 a 


ſtate. of Judea in its moſt flouriſhing 
time, is collected partly from the Bible 
itſelf, and partly from the works of 
Strabo, Joſephus, Hecatæus and Ta- 
citus, who poſſeſſed the beſt means of 
accurate information, and fully confirm 
the accounts of the ſacred vriters _ 
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time of the Maccabees, upon which are to be ſeen 
ears of corn and meaſures, to ſhow the fertility of 
the country, and the honour in which agriculture 


was held. Hiſtory of the Ifraelites, by Fleury, 
p. 42, 221, Kc. 1 Maceab. xiv. 8, dc. Joſephus 


ſays, that in his time the country round Jeruſalem - 

was well planted, and interſperſed with gardens for 

more than eleven miles round the city. New- 
combe on the Conduct of our Lord, p. 227. 

Deut viii. 1 7, 18. . . 4.55 1 7 

6 — contra Apion. lib. 1. ſect. 22. IT 
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m tile ently 1 * woice 1 55 the Lol 
thy God, io ubſerue and 10 do all bir con. 
mandments which I command thee this day, 
" that the Lord thy God will ſet thee on high 
 abbve all the nations of the earth. 7 he 

Lord fhall caufe thine enemies that riſe up 
aguinſt thee to be ſmitten before thy fac 
The vey Jhall come out againff thee one tay, ani 
ee bifore thee eben 2onys. 'The Lora fhal 
pen unto thee his good Treaſure, be heaven 
76 übe he rain wnto thy land in bis ſeaſon, 
and to Bleff all rhe work of thine bund: and 
bon ſhalt lend unto many nations, and thou 
Ant uu horroup. The Lord foal! a1 
the Menn upon thee in my fert. bones, mil 
Ih n Phat 7 26 bus Tate Dine hand uno: and 
be . 2 | bee thee i in the land which the 
Lord thy God. giveth thee. The Lord ſpall 


eftablifh. thee-an holy propte unto himpelf, as 
. * nk Joutt Ker) 
W345 5197 SSIS. 541 A b 
cit? Hm lb. N | Newtols en As: [Prophecics 
vol. 1. p. 228, &0:- W HP: 703; hou Parid 
PW ee Hal ,7 .dit NUR. #5 40 
1 the 


K w 1) 


the commandments of the Lord. thy God, 
and! walk ria: Bis ways | And all people of 
the earth ſbulliſee that thou art called hy tha 
name e e en be. afraid 
Rae; 2 ihn b 4601 2 1. E 28W x 

8 7 5 pf 1 
b For 45 Händen a b cet promiſes 
we may look to many of the moſt in- 


tereſting parts of the Old Teſtament, 


The time of the government of the firſt 


Judges was remarkable for the happineſs 
of the Jewiſh: people. The promiſes 


rains, the harveſts, the ſabbath · days and 
the ſevonthyear of reſt to the land, were 
then fulfilled : -vehilft the people, im 


preſſed with the novelty of theſe, eſpecial 


bleſſings of divine Providence, walked 
with little interruption in the command- 
ments of their God. . The reigus both of 
David and Solomon were diſtinguiſhed 
by much proſperity and happineſs. The 
government was then firmly e iſhed, 
the 1 were victorious over their ene- 
— 2 „„ mies, 
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| made in the wildlerneſs relative to the ; 
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mies, enjoyed a long continustion of 
Peace, and great temporal comforts at- 
| tended their "obedience to the divine 
18 commands. The building of the Tem- 
3 ple was a ſignal indication of the piety of 
N its founder, and the favour of the Al. 
Bc. mighty. The ſubjects of Solomon lived 
1014. in ſecurity, reaping the fruits of plenty 
and opulence, and every one repoſed 
under his own vine, and his own fig- 
tree: this was the moſt ſplendid era of 
Jewiſh' glory. The riehes and magni- 
ficence of the court of Solomon were ſu 
perior to to thoſe of all the kings of the 
earth. His renown was extended to 
diſtant countries; His name went far 
unto the iſlands, and for his peace he 
was beloved. - He was celebrated, and 
3 fill continues to be ſo, among the inha- 
bitants of the Eaſt, for his power, his 
w Eon His extenſive e and. his 


n Kings ir ir. * <6. ens e Alvi, 55 e 
Ein. e i. p. $02. . mers Dict. Art. Solomon. 
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ſup- 


ſppelsd control over oi 1 Gta and the 
elements. They till give his name, as a 
title of the higheſt honour, to their moſt 
powerful ſovereigns; and they believe 
that this illuſtrious aner of 4955 
poibeſidda an e pepe n 


The reign 161 shape A to was 
remarkable for his zealous attachment to 
the religion of his anceſtors, was like- 
wiſe attended with various bleſſings. He- 
zekiah ®, preſeryed in a wonderful manner 
from the invaſion of the Aff Tyrians, and 


under ſuch circumſtances as had a pe- 
culiar reference to a deliverance from 
dangers foretold by Moſes, united with 
his people in the obſervance of the 
Divine commands with the moſt fervent 
devotion. During this auſp icious pe. 
rod the Jews Saen the, eſtivity and 
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a FOR tea Re celebrated ey ſe⸗ 
venth year, when the land was left without cul. 
ture. At that time ſlaves were ſet at liberty, debts 
were remitted, and every one regained the inhe- 
ritance that had been alienated. Its obſervance 

was appointed by God to preferve the remembrance 

E the creation of the world, to enforce the ac- 
knowledgment-of his ſovereign authority over all 

_things, and particularly over the land of Canaan, 
which he had given to the Hebrews by delivering 
up the fruits of their fields to the poor and the 
ſtranger.” Exod. xxili. 10. Levit. xy. 2; by 
- Calmet, vol. ii. P. 569. eee | 

The jubilee year was the anten year which tay- 
ind after ſeven weeks of years, or ſeven times 
ſeven years. Levit. xxv. 10. The , proclamation of 
this happy ſeaſon was made by the prieſts and 
people, who reſorted to the Temple in a grand pro- 

* yeſhon, attended with every circumſtance of pomp 
and feſtivity. Its commencement was celebrated 

with the greateſt demonſtrations of joy. Several 

privileges belonged to this, which did not belong 
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oe Gaibalicnd 5 and mY Eats likewife- 
ſome ſmall advantages over the former. The ſab- 
batical year. annulled debts, which the jubilee did 
not; but the Jubilee reſtored flaves to their liberty, 
and lands to their original owners: beſides, a reſti- 
tution of lands was made immediately upon the 
beginning of the jubilee—Whereas in the ſabbatical 
year, the debts were not diſcharged till the end of 
the year. The eſtates which had been purchaſed, 
or given, were returned to their old maſters; thoſe 
which came by right of fucceſſion, continued with 
thoſe who enjoyed them; contracts of ſale, wherein 
a certain number of years vas dcprtlied, ſubſiſted 
during all thoſe years, notwithſtanding the approach 
of the jubilee. But it annulled abſolute and urili - 
mited contracts. It was the principal deſign of its 
inſtitution, to prevent the deſtruction of the par- 
tition of lands, that was made by Joſhua, and the 
confuſion of tribes and families. After che Baby- 
loniſh captivity, theſe points could no longer be at- 
tended to many who returned into their native 
country, ſettled as they could; and à number of 
families, perhaps whole tribes, continued in the 
place of their captivity. Archbiſhop' Uſher places 
the OR AAR IIRN -promulgation of 
1 i 6 6 the 


this! 3 years, 1 evils that were ho- 
vering over his idolatrous ſubjects k. It is 


expreſsly mentioned in this period of the 


Jewiſh: hiftory, that they were deſtined 


to ſuffer the calamities denounced in 


their laws, againſt their. SENT from. 
the woolly of Jeborab. 4% At e 
251 15 68: l 1 Ai 7 g rt 

The unhappy times of. the Babylonith 

captivity were ſucceeded by that auſ- 


picious epoch: of Jewifh happineſs, when 


Cyrus, the. moſt renowned. monarch! of 


the. Eaſt, Permitted, the Jews to return 
from- captivity, in order to rebuild their 


City and Temple. The lively pictures, 


which the Prophets Ifaiah and Ezekieln 
had previouſly drawn of the happy days 


that ak ſucceed the u Venen 


"x"; 33 Ne i ba, 


Jeet * Le W. 860g. B.C, 1995. "Calm, 
is . bene ein ee 


* 2 Kings xxii, uxili,—2 | Chron. a v. 
4 Ezra i, ii, &c. Ie ! 
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of 1berty: and ages; e The "HEH 


were multiphed,” the cities were inha- 1 
bited, and the waſtes were builded'; and | oh 
man and beaſt were multiplied, and theß 9 
were ſettled after their old eſtates. The —_ 
deſolate land was tilled, and the ruined 1 
cities were inhabitec and che Heathen 5 

knew that God was the aa „eli 
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In a fubſequent big Ptolemy Phi- B. C. 
ladelphus, king of Egypt, eſtablined 246. 
many colonies of Jews in his domi 
nions ; cauſed the facred books of the 
Law and the Prophets to be tranſlated 
into the Greek language, and ſent. mag · 
nificent e to the Temple at 9 eru- 


— 
—— 2994 
N — 


ä 


Now 


: 
ge FO Onur > OY 99> rn 


I ö 1 . er * * © 7 P14 E # * 7 
q 3 4 BAA 13 # of ob ä * FA + SL I£ & 2 . ; 1 
; 2K 7 a 
— 
* * i 
** If 3. « FX 
14 4 


In the latter times of he Eich go: 
vernment a remnant only, as had oy 
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foretold by the Prophets, remained faith. 
ful to their God, amidſt, the general de. | 
pravity. of the people among theſe the 

family of the Maccabees were moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed for valour, as well as for pi- 
ety; and by them Jeruſalem was reco- 
vered from the tyranny of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the Temple was purified, its 
worſhip reſtored, and tranquillity reeſta - 
bliſned. But the majority of the people 
purſued their progreſs in wickedneſs, till 


the cup of. their; iniquity, was: filled by 


the 3 ve de te 


10 Edin Ne 0. 


We Mw 120 reh of the Jews, When 
he proceeds to the Alternative of the 
caſe juft conſidered, IS much more ſe⸗ 
vere in pronouncing denunciations of 
puniſhment ; much more circumſtantial 
in his detail of public. calamity, private 
diſtreſs, and eie both of mind and 


„ Calmet, vol. i. p. 8g1. Maceab 2 i. li. Pri 
deaux, vol. ii. p. 136, 145, Ke. » 
* : | body, 


ic; 435 1 
bocdy, than he was i in the detail * | 
wards ; as if he had foreſeen, that the 
diſobedience of the Jews would _ 
r ee ahn 


Bur it ſhall rome 40. paſe, 898 
hearken unto. the voice of the Lord thy G, 
to obſerve. #0. do all his commandments\ and 
his ftatutes which I command thee Ibis days 
that all theſe curſes Jhall come upon thee and 
overtoke — _ Lord ſhall ſmite thee 
and blindneſs, and. \afonſb- 
ment af hoon. The Siranger that is within 
thee bull get up above thee very high ; and 
thou ſhalt come dotun very low... The fruit 
of thy land, and all thy labour s, ſhall a na- 
tion which thou knoweſft not, eat up; and 
thou Halt be only appreſſed and cruſhed 
. * * Halt e. an e 


BY The 3 of plenty, wh i 2 tem- | 
poral good are limited to, fourteen verſes ; the 
threats of deſtruction and war are extended to M- 
Four.” Deut. xxviii. 15. 28. 43. 99:97; 49. 505 57, 
eee 
| "ment, 


t 56 1 


e a 1 and 4 by -word among all 
nations whither "the Lord ſhall lead thee, 
be Lord ſhall bring a nation againſt thee 
from far, from the ena of "the earth; as ift 
as the eagle flieth, a nation, whoſe tongue 
thou ſhalt not underſtand ; à nation of 
fierce countenance, which ſhall not regard the 
perſon of the old; nor ſhew " favour to the 
Young. And he ſhall eat the fruit of thy 
cattle, and the fruit of thy land, until they 
Be deſtroyed: \ which alſo ſhall not leave 
-thee either corn, wine, or oil, or the Increaſe 

of thy kine, or flocks. of thy ſheep, until be 
have defiroyed thee.” And he ſhall befieve 
thee in all thy gates, until thy high and fenced 
walls come down," wherem thou trufted},, 
throughout all thy land: and be hall befrege 
thee in all thy gates, throughout all thy land, 
which the Lord thy God hath" given thee. 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that as the Lord 
rejciced over you to do you good, and to mul- 
tiply you : ſo the Lord ſhall rejoice, over you 

10 deftroy you, and to bring. you 10 nought; 

and by * be plucked from off, the land 
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cobither- thou "veſt 10:pafſeſs.it it. Aud the © 
Lord ſhall: ſcutter thee among all people, 
from the one end of the æarub even unto the 
other 3; and there thow ſhalt ——— VE 
Gods, which neither re nor — 


— 


2 3 DON TOO __ SR wer 
A 1 Aa” > 2 * 0 
——— — * * P > 
wy n $4 Y "1 * Pp 4 . * 5 
23 Es 


4 


5 — 
— 50s 
—— Orv = os 
ry — — 0 


TY 
jth 
— 


ET 
— 


— 


* RN 
* — — 


4 $4 '% * 2 . _ 4 Wu. * ; 
k i 14 1 . 4 91 2 7 FF 
- 13 4 32 > ©; ; 
ral Stet" 1 15 41 N Ae” 441 8 13 f 483 3 ou 
. * 


Sn are >a of Abe dd 4 dag 
parts of the menacing prediction. And 
not-prohibit, the detail, it would be eaſy | 
to go through their whole hiſtory, and 
point out the different ſeaſons at which | 
the divine diſpleaſure, in all the ordinary F 
alamities of war and famine a. But it 9 
will Gallon fon the object of this Chapter, | 1 
to advert only to thoſe remarkable in- 4 
ſtances when the Jews were conquered = ; 
by the Afſyrians and eee be- 9 


1 


15 
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54 "1 . ty — 1 
ui it. is plain xirat the Prophecy -prins | 
cipally relates to the. invaſion of a for- 
midable enemy; and the diſaſters pecu 
kar to the fieges of great and ꝓopulous 
eities. Thees, as we ſee above, are 
threatened in cafe of their rebellion, with 
captivity: and the character and remote 
ſituation f che hoſtile nations by hom 
they were tb be taken captive, are particu- 
lrlygefcribed. Aſaiah, Jeremiah, Eærkiel, 
Amos, and other Prophets, treading in 
the ſteps of Moſes, hut nearer the event; 
_ _ rer cn 18 the Fr. 


their attachment to 

and-puſtorns: of 1 d 
ingly, in the reign of Zetclekiah, u nation 
[the fſſyrian q agreeing with the infpired 
deſcriptions, invade Judea, and, fulfil- 
ling the Prophecy, pillage and burn the 
Temple, put perlons of both Texes and 
al aw to the ſword, and carry Away 
* mul- 


Tew1] 1 
multitudes Rider: to Babylon, But 
fulfilled as the Prophecy may ſeem to 
have been, and actually was, in this and 
many inſtances, che Jews were not there- 
fore releaſed from the peer of it. Tem- 
poral bleſſings When obedient, and tem- 
poral puniſhments when diſobedient, are 
the terms of the Jewiſh covenant; in 
force from the time of the Egyptian 
bondage, to the preſent hour, When 
by their repentance, which the Divine 
preſcience foreſaw, when 70 years were 
fixed as the limits of their puniſhment, 
the Babylenian taptivity was terminate, 
thiif fetürn te their own land (where 
for a time khey enjoyed Fghad mths: of 
the Divine favour was not felle wet by 
any long continued obedience; and the 
threats and even -the terms of the Pro- 
phecy "again attached upon them; 'Theit 
adverſity nely increaſed by de. 
gtees, as their wickedneſs became more 
and more general, and more and more 
enormous. Alter the death of Alex- 


ander 5 


. ws. 1 


: Ander, their country ſuffered ſeverely by 


B. C. 
170. 


the wars which enſued, between the 
Princes who divided the Grecian Em- 


pire. Ptolemy Soter took poſſeſſion of 


Jeruſalem on the ſabbath-day, and car. 


ried a great number of the Jews captive 


into Egypt : and the peace and the pr. 


vileges they enjoyed during the reign of 
Ptolemy Philadelphus, were followed by 


the extreme miſeries nne the 
execrable tyran of Anti chus 
phanes. From that period of their hiſ 
tory, excepting only the brilliant ſcene 
of happineſs, which the piety and valour 
of the Maccabees were allowed to open, 
for this once more repentant people, we 
ſee them im erſed in crimes, confuſion, 
and tumult 3 conſtantly ſubject to the 
Syrian, the Egyptian, or the Roman 
power; and continually. a prey to plun- 
der, ſlavery, and m- ac e, till, by reject- 
ing the Meſſiah, ah became liable to 
the puniſhment denounced by Moſes 
W thoſe who ſhok 1d ** not. hearken 
5 Pig to 


FF 
to hart Prophet whom the 'Lord' mould 


raiſe up, like unto him; and in conſe- 
quence have ſuffered, and are ſtill ſuf- 


can _— 


I” 
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complete accompliſhment of theſe a 


remote ſituation, the unknown language, 
the fierce countenance,” and the martial 
character of the Romans are ſtrongly 


and Parker, i in their Commentaries upon this Pro- 
| nd. 


To the accounts pſt this ma 405 TR 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the entire 
conqueſt of Judea by the Romans, and 
the ſtate in which the country and the 
people have ever ſince continued, are we 
then to look, for the moſt minute and 


ering, the ſevereſt chaſtiſement a een 


predictions; and here we ſhall aig 
find the agreement between facts and 
Prophecies moſt ſtrikingly exact. The 


marked in this Prophetical deſcription, 
as if deſigned to diſtinguiſh them from 
the Aſiatic CAD of _ er 1 t 


of 
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They came from farrrifrombe ed of the: 
earth... Not only the diſtance of Rome 


from Jeruſalem. is thus- marked; but: this 


intimation of rei 


teneſs is 


applicable to the generals and armies 3 


whom Judea was conquered. In order 
to carry on war againſt that country, 


Pompey left a very diſtant province, and | 


Veſpaſian and Julius Severus conducted 
their troops from the ifland of E itain. 


Adrian and Trajan, by whom they w 


finally. ſubducd, were ns. dib. | 


* wo enn 2 Lake 
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3 eagle flieth. The! 


rapid "_ per ravenous bird of 


FCC 
3 | Manafih,. ben . a very 1 
acute Rabbi of the Spaniſh Synagogue in Amſter- 
dam, who flouriſhed, in the beginning of. the lat ; 


century, is of opinion, that at the forty-ninth verſe 
| bo mag the 1 calamities under a 
— to the 3 of the "rata and the ; 


os ot e i; Parker s Commen · 
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— Bur the alu fion hz 
an exact hiſtorical propriety 3 as Titus!, 
eager to return to Rome, preſſed 


A nation whoſe tongue thou ſhalt not un- 
1 The tongue of the Romans 
Jews not underſtand. There cer- 
tainly was ſome 


but previous co 1 e e en Io Jutea 
„there had beer 


mans: and the Jews were utterly ig- 


norant of the dialects of the weſtern 
troops, which ee gere wo Roman ar- 
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x 144. 1 
That the Romans 1 
farce countenance > ns for their 
ale, ning be-eafide probe d at large, 
from the repreſentations of ſculptors and 
medalliſts; and the deſcriptions of their 
poets and hiſtorians. And their haughty 
and inflexible character is no leſs for- 
cibly delineated: in the following ſen- 
tence : Which ſhall not regard the perſon 
of the old, Me eee to the young. 
the reference to the indiſeri- 
minate — and cruel treatment of 
the Jews of all ages, both at and after 
the m_ Mt Jen ents bn iet 
ut bn £19] 20330 wears 
"i dub . obſervel that at the 
cis Moſes uttered this Prophibey, 3 
the children of Iſrael, fo far from having 
any fenced cities, had no/fixed place off 
reſidence, but were travelling through! 
the wilderneſs. The threats of their 
Lawgiver could not therefore reſult from 
any circumſtances of their ſituation at 
that _particulkr time: * ſtill he de- 
en be I 


. 


-manner as 9 win hs 450 0 
count of theſe wars nearly I oor years 
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The Lend, 


und blindneſs.” At ike ti 157 den Jeru- 


ſalem was cloſely preſſed on all ſides bj 
the Roman armies, three factions, influ- 


enced by the moſt bitter rancour and 


malice, carried on a civil war within its 
walls. In proportion as lafety became 
more improbable, their auda ity, or mh. - 
ther their infatuation, increaſed; and ex- 
tended to all Rv. from the rulers to 
the common people. All were equally - 
blind to Weir dreadful” fituation'; and 


internal diſcord conſpired with their fe- 


rocious enemies to hurry them down the 
Precipice of deſtruction. Joſephusꝭ, after 
relating that the beſieged; elated by a re- 


pulſe Siven to the * perſuaded 


: denen Jan i v. e. 8. | 
OR 8 n 6 them- 
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1 
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2 7 the fleſh of thy ſons, | 


in a 1 * — 7 * 


that kr the ſtrongeſt light upon the 
Prophecy of Moſes, that God had ſo 


darkened their minds with extreme 
blindneſs, on account of their numerous 
ons, that they did not calculate 


| the ſaperior force: of. the Romans, or re- 


fle& on the. dreadful. flees of. Ow 


| a”, antun to their 1 98 7 


- The pc. 0 * the. Prophetical . 


| alk, leads us to a. remarkable 
threat in the ſpeech of Moſes, moſt ſtrik- 


ing for its ſingularity; moſt ſhocking for 


its oppoſition to the feelings of nature; 


and moſt improbable ever to happen”. 


And FOI ſhalt eat the Pons x; thine own 
ud of thy daug h. | 
ters, which the Lord thy. God hath given 


a in the ae in the Araimeſs where- 


= Day, tera 83.50, 57. 
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> 147 1 
with thme-enemies ſhall % dess Abe 
fender and delicate woman amotg you, which 
ould. not aduenture 10 fet:the ſole of ber 
foot upon ibe ground for -delicateneſs and 
tenderneſs, her eye ſhall bè cuil towards the 


huſband f her boſom; and {0wards i her for, 


and towards her daughter & ds her 


children, which fhe Mall, bean: for je ſhall 


eat them: for, avant , all things: ſecretly, in 
the fiege and ftraitneſs wherewith thine 


. Wan arge ee N. 
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| arſt in Samaria, the capital of the ido- 
latrous tribes, when beſieged by Ben- 
hadad, king of Aſſyria: a ſecond time 
in Jeruſalem, when beſieged by Nebu- 


chadnezzar: and Joſephus particularly 
relates a third inſtance of the fulfilment 
of this Prediction during the laſt ſiege 
' of Jeruſalem by the Romans Throw. 
8 a mr oyer a ftorya at 8855 daa 
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The fact nevertheleſs did happen; 


= 146 7 


badet be (all only. obſerve, that the 


rank of the lady mentioned by Joſephus, 


agrees preciſely with prophetical deſerip- 


tion v; that the fact predicted i is perhaps 


the only one ef the kind in hiſtory: ſo 


eircumſtantially recorded*; and that theſe 


* 


facts happening in obformity to the 


Prophecy, are perhaps the only ones of 
| the kind in the hiſtory of the: workd.: 5 
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And it hall: come to paſs that: as: | 3 
rejoiced over you to do you good, and to mul 
ill rejoice over you 


tiply; you, fo the Lor 


40 x r and to to ring ou to Ae 3 . ” 


E bn 2 dif — N Box 
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5: Dent. xxviii. 36, The A thats 66 „4. ; 
lee, may be better rendered, voluptuous, luxu- 


rious, accuſtomed to a life of pleaſure and indul- 
gence, Nrpr. The root is 7p 2 Joy: 
Dan xxviii. 54. Jer: „i OE] EC! 


2 The Hiſtorian * the eld} as hf 


neyer perpetrated by, Greek or Barbarian ; and 
ſach as he expreſsly deres he would not have re- 
lated, if there had not been many eredible wit- 
rr ns its truth. n lib. vi. c. 3. ſect. 8. 


ä > flagrant violation. of nature; ſuch as was 


tw] 
foal by packed. from if the. land alle; 
thon  goeft to poſſeſs it. The Romans ex- 
the inhabitants that ſurvived the 
ege of Jeruſalem, and foreibly carried 
= great numbers of them into dif- 
fetent countries. When the Emperor 
Hadrian built a city. upon the founda - 
tion of Jeruſalem, he called it by the 
new name” of Elia Capitolina ; and for- 
bade the Jews, om pain of death, to ap- 
proach within ſight of it. From that 
time to the preſent day, Judea has been 
ſubject to foreign Princes; and Lend; 
Jews, and thoſs::of low: condition who 
live as:ſtrangers>1n their den country, 
are to be found among its inhabitants? . 
The deſtrtction of Jendfalem by Titus 
is acknowledged to have been far more 
fatal in its effects, than any Lare 5 
N nn that ever happened 
12.307 nid nnd bas Ps vrt 


* See, the Travels, of, Sandys, who, viſited the 
Holy Land in the laft century ; and Volney, who 


accurately ſurveyed it in 1783 fand * ente of 
e hiſtorians and travellers, 
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to 


phecy was accompliſh 
tent and moſt fignal manner, and it was 
followed by a train of the moſt remark- 


ane ee | 
vai I putnifh'you- ſeven times more for your 


„ 
to tlie Jews it Was elbe in the 


opinion of both Jews and Chriſtians, the 
memoerable oecaſion, i in Which the Pro- 


sd in its ſulleſt ex- 


able conſequenees?, F 8 Hue: del 4 
E:; A 


d (ir Dolls at. ell 151 * 


an bow 


Aut; your und ſhall not yield: ber intreafe, 


neither fhiall-the trees of: the dund yield their 
fruits. And I will bring the lund intu deſc- 


lation ; und your enemies, auh, dwett there, 


Pall braftonifhed ad it. And your Tan ſhall 


de defolate; rand your cities auge. Such 


has beet the ſtate df the Holy Land 
ever ſince: the judgments of God have 


fallen upon the Jews. After their ex- 
Pulfon by Titus, it was left a ppt to 
neglect and 


: 1 5 EHreft * N 
2 | in 5 a 
” 5. 1 3 l 


ww) 
| mies of Saracens: and Chriſtians : and 
ſince it decame a province of the Otto- 


man Empite; it has exhibited the ſame 
ſcene of deſolation. The face of the 


country, once ſo populous and flouriſh- 


to the eye of the traveller, but mean 


c theak bilildings, fields uncultivated, 1 na · 


Reef hill, and barren weis. 


5 4 115 «rt ay 74 ; : 4 
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_ Gibhits ſtate ef Paleſtine, the infideb is 
- difpoſed' te ell in queſtion the truth of 


hid, and that the people who ſettled in 
it; extiauſted! by the opprefive laber of 


its "cultivation; could not enjoy; in any 


fait ſenſe, the rf promiſed them in the 
wilderneſd. But of all objeckions this is 


ſurehy the moſt futile. I he preſent ſtate 


7 * ads in the Are ipelago,. 'of 
8 reece, and of the country around 


9 


VVV Rome. 


er the projene ole ad 


ts Seriptufe hiſtory, He maintalns, 
that it never could Have Been a ffuitful 
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| Rome, formerly ſo fertile and p 


tive, contradicts all accounts of their an- 
tient condition, as much as the ee 


ſtate of Judea can poſſibly do. Travel- 
lers agree that a great part of the ( 


foil of Judea is compoſed of Tufa; and 
volcanie matter is known to be fertile in 
of time when it has gathered foils. Is it 


incredible that the children of Iſrael 
found the land of Canaan in the bighly 


fertile ſtate; known! to be common up 


mic mountains, where 

the aſhes, that haye fallen during an 
eruption, in a ſeries of years have been 
mellowed into a productive mould? and 


that, the; paſo: oh rin con 


of Which a. are — in e haye 


eee the face of the coun- 


17 * . ; 8 free 
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; Q Tufa is a name given to ſione formed of al | 


canic aſhes; concreted with er” * in wy 


4 


>. VE 95 3 
11 5 N . 
3 


——— 
try? MaundrelPs deſeription greatly 
ſtrengthens tlie ſuppoſition of ſuch N 
changes. Not far from Be thany J 
arrive at the mountainous deſert in b 
our bleſſed Saviour was led by the Spirit, 

ſerable, dry, barren place it is, conſiſting 
of high rocky mountains, ſo torn and 
diſordered, as if the earth had qufſered 
ſome gteat convulſion, in which its very 
bowels had been turned upwards.“ And 
Volney*®, an intelligent traveller, but an 
| enemy both to the religion of Moſes 
and of Chriſt, has the candour to confeſs, 
that the preſent fertility of ſome parts of 
Syria correſponds wit the account given 
of it in the Old Teſtament. In the 
courſe of his accurate ſurvey, be re- 
marked that an almoſt total neglect of 
agriculture, and ef every improvement 
of the ſoil, prevniled throughout Pa- 
leſtine. If the land be unfruitful, it ra- 
„ Maindrats Travasp; M . 
* N np. (362/330. 33% Ve. 
| H 5 , ther 
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04 
deſpotic government, which checks in 
duſtry, than the want of a prolific power 
in the earth. Patches of ſoil that for. 
merly crowned them, were to be ſeen in 
«the laſt century upon the rocky moun- 
tains of Paleſtine; and the rows of 
ſtones could clearly be traced, that were 
uſed to ſupport the ſdil upon the ſlope 
he hills. Upon tlie fides of Libanus 
* thete' are the remains of antient culti- 
vation; à circumſtande which confirms 
the accounts given by writers of the an- 
tient ſtate of the country as: to its fer- 
ttility and population. We may forth 
It „ ſome opinion of the ſucceſs which 
i crowned the labours of the antient in- 
5 habitants of Judea, by obſerving the 
preſent ſtate of Switzerland, and ſome 
parts of Spain, where the induſtrious 
natives reap a harveſt from the rocky 
ſoil; and obtain wine, corn, and fruits, 
from ſpots which, if left to eee, 
. be the moſt 3 | 
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It is diſiaule however, for the inha- 


bitants of this and many other nations 
in Europe, where. the attention is ſo 
much confined to manufactures, arts, and 

IT Neree; 60: ealeulats: gi 2 and 


ä the ts of 7 — Ettled ; in 
the land of Canaan. It is then evident, 
that the accounts given in Scripture, 
and by antient prefane writers, of the 


former fertility of the country, are per- 5 
fectly reconcileable with its preſent ap- 


en bog the operation of merely 
na uſes. But as a miraculous in- 
1 teruption or ee of the courſe 


of nature is in perfe&- conformity, with 


the divine diſpenſations towards the 


that. Providence may have made the 
once fruit ful land of Judea harren, for 


the wickedneſs of them that dwelt there - 
in.“ If this deſolation had not been or- 


dained as a puniſhment of the Jews, a 
N e warning 


* 
\ : x 
- 3 4 . 
8 
* - 
— ' — - 
1 — KF — % Wy -— Ns — 
pate. B — ps - N * ———— EEE 2 SIT IL ER = —— — — — — — > — — Fore 22 — a — © 
2 —— — 2 —⅜ — 
— . 1 2 1 I + — 
2 * "A 1 bye Sa . — —— — Wa ET 1 —— ” 2 $ 
* «© pn C — » © — — on - 
8 — 2 44 0 = — p 


of Abraham, we muſt admit 
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. 
whtiing: to other nations, and a tulßl- 
ment of Prophecy; a variety of natural 


cauſes might have conſpired (as we have 
already obſerved) to reſtore its original 


fruitfulneſs: ſo that its preſent ſtate can 


no way be brought as an — — 
the trath' of Sctipture. W * 
we conſider the preſent (bee of J * 


owing to natural or ſupernatural cauſes, 


it equally fulfils the Lare concern- 
ing MP 28 112 2 25 bo. | vt 144) 
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1Cag: we, however "cgi -aferibing. 


10 barren and deſerted: condition to a 


more than ordinary interpoſition of the 
Deity, when we find even the ſentiments 
ariſing in the minds of knquiſitivect tra- 


- vellers, while contemplating with 4%. 
niſhment the ſcene of deſolation preſent- 


ed in the Hob Land, deſcribed with 
ſuch inimitable accuracy and anima- 
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a_ far dund ſhalt: ſay, berefore' hath:. 

Loni done thus uuto rbe land? Hihat means 
eib the heat of this great anger ben fhall 
men ſay, Becauſe they have forſaken the co- 
venant f the Lord God of therr. fathers, 
thit lund, and be roored them out: of their 
land in anger, and caſt n aue anather 
e i ts 1 e 05 heansw n wot 
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Aid os one end of the-earth even-unto- 
the other. That the Jews; are diſperſed 
all over the world, is a fact to which the 
various accounts of hiſtorians and m 
vellers give Were ponflemmaticn. [ In 


they are ſettled in various parts of Africa 
and America, and in the kingdoms: of 
Ne 2 2 Tam as 4 conſſ picuous 
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4þ One wilnos ie e to be refdent in the 
various e 0 of Turkey—three hundred thou- 


W's in — _ nnd China—and ſeventeen 
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Cr! 1 hundred 
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| monument of Prophedical ruth and Di- 


S "= BY | 956 7 as 9 G BEN 
. n Ae Ms anbes ene in 
Me land .of their enemies, I will not ca thein 
| 1 away," neither will I abhor them, to: defiroy 
1 ' them utterly. No proofs drawn from hiſ- 
1 tory are wanted to illuſtrate this part of 
Wo the Prophecy. After the long ſeries of 
= oppreſſion and miſery to which fhey 
have been expoſed; ever ſince their diſ- 
perſion; after having been given up to 
fire, famine, and peſtilence; to maſfacres 
tred and malice to every people among 
whom: beter are 10 far 
11A. 10 EHeq evority at eee ad! 
Mae 1 in Chfiſtendom, | Afriea los h 


America, Their outward condition and circum 
3 are generally tolerable, except in re 2 


and Spain. Brown's Harmony of Scripture Pro- 
phecies, p. 322. This ſtatement is confirmed by 


: 


other writers. : 5 * Jews' Letters, io. Voltaire, 
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from being deſtroyed, that they ner only. 


exiſt as a ſeparate people; but in many 
FF _ eee com- 
munities. At. ; 75 1 115 
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| And'thou Bale be 3 | 
1 by-word among all the' ndtions. 


whither be Lord | fhath lead thee This 
has literally been the caſe at all times, 
ſince their national puniſhment has been 
inflicted. ''The very name of a Jew bas 


been uſed as a tetm of peculiar reproach 
and infamy. Their avarice, uſury; and 


inſenfibihity have long been in a manner 


proverbial; being conſidered, as moe 
peculiarby marking their charactex, that 


that of ene in __ aa | 


4 ? 
ed. ava aims 20 11. 229 


Br. PIER upon 3 f coltife 
of events would naturally have induced 
Moſes to draw concluſions very different 


ftom the fate which we have ſten he de- 
nounced againſt the Ifrachtes, in caſe of 
eee It was natural to ſuppoſe, 
n that, 
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"a if * were reducet-to Gubjettivei; 
it would besen Fan can > 


ance, "hey were well e ee eee, : 
they were driven from their country, 
another people would poſſeſs it, and the 


land itſelf preſerve ane dune thataRteriand 5 
deſeription as before; and if they were 


completely diſperſed and carried cap - 
tives into foreign countries, that they 
would ſuffer the common lot of other 
captive nations, and be blended with 
their conquerors; and in time entirely 


loſe their peculiar name and character. 
: Pine: fact, as well as the prediction, has 


directly the reverſe. According to 
the: Prophetic words of the infpired writ- 


ers, they have been twice enſlaved by 


diftant and unknown nations; their land 
has become not only deſolate, but bar- 
ren; and they exiſt at this day diſperſed 


among all nations, but not deſtroped; 
the living, conſpicuous, and well-known 


witneſſes of the truth of Prophecy. The 
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The Fulfilment of the Prophecy, that Cyrus 

| was to be the Conqueror of Babylon, read 
the Debiverer of tbe 22 


5 Tar E r which is next to be the 
fubject of our attention, is in itſelf a pe- 
culiar one: clear and explicit i 1n its lan- 
guage ; important in its reference to the 
great deſign for which the Jews were 
ee rl diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the world; 


. and an epitome of ſome of the moſt fig- - 


„ Fa * nal events recorded in antient hiſtory. 
B. C. It was delivered hy Iſaiah, according to 
712. the ſhorteſt computation, more than an 


el bun- 


: hundred: years* Aeta the birth of the 


A 
8 „ 


mighty as calling upon him expreſsly by Y. W. 


his name as the future deliverer of his 


3405» 
B. C. 


people from their allotted captivity; and . 399: 


as the mighty conqueror of nations, led. 
on by the Omnipotent Ruler of the 
univerſe, to execute his ſovereign will, 
while unconſcious of guidance or aſ- 


ſiſtance in the rapidity and extent of his 


vickories it minutely deſcribes. the ſiege 
of Babylon and the conqueſt of the Aſ- 
fyrian Empire; and diſtinctly affirnis: 
that Cyrus ſhall iſſue a derree for the 
tebuilding Jeruſalem, and publiſh to the 
Gentile nations the greatneſs and the 
powet of the God of eee _ 
. the whole earth»... .. Narr 
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e das formed thee from the womb, Lam 
. the Lord that maketh-all things; that 


VE. 5b frretcheth forth the beauent alone, = 
+, ſpreadeth abroad) the' earthiby myſelf; that 


frftrateth the tokens of the tiarsjand mater 


diviners nad; that turneth wiſe men backs, 


ward, and maketh their Euotuledge fooliſh y; 


 that'confirmeth the word of bis ſeruaut, and: 


performeth- the ' counſel of his meſſengers ;/ 
that ſaith to Jeruſalem, Thau ſhalt. 2 


Bited; and to ibe cities , Fudab, Te ſball 


be but and I vill raiſe up the decayeu 


 . _  fares'thertbf : that \ſaith to tbe deep, Be 
dry, and I wil. dry up iby riuers: that: 


ſaith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd; aud ſball 


perform all ny pleaſure 3) even. ſaying 10 Je 


em, Thou ſpult be buli; unι n 


2. 1 Ti by N ſhall be laid. 


aith Re Lord 10 bi anbinted, ic TY 
rus, whoſe right hand T have holden, to fub- 


uss nations befote'him ; und I will looſe the 


Joins of kings, to open before bim the "1200 

 leaved gates; and the” gates ' ſhall not ze 

Ht ; F will , go before thee, and make the 
crooked 


crnkel] rt 1 | 17 b break in. 
pieces the gates of | braſs, aud cut in finder 
the bars of iron: and I will. give thee the 
treaſures. of : darkneſs," and hidden tithes of 
ſecret. places, that thou: mayeft know that 1, 
the Lord, which call thee by thy name, am 
the Gad of Ifrael. For Jacob my ſervant's 
ſake," and Iſrael mine elect, I have even 
called thee iby thy name ] have. furnamed 
thee, though thou haſt not known:me;,, I am 
the Lord, and "there is none elſe, there is no 
God beſide me: I girded thee, though: thou 
| baſt not known me > that 1 may know 
from the riſing of - the ſun, and from the 
weſt,” that: there is noue det me: I am 
908 Lord, and there 15 none Wes **þ 

Fo. Fe , + 
neren 355 e "af the 
name, which it may be obſerved, is chice 
mentioned, no cavil can be raiſed, or 
doubt entertained. The Greek and La- 
tin vary very little, either in orthography 
or pronunciation from the Hebrew text, 
and the antient Chaldee Paraphraſe ; and 
| in 


ſame . At the time when this Prophecy 


in the various editions of the Hebrew 


Bible it is uniformly. found to be the 


was delivered, the Aſſyrian Empire had 
reached the ſummit of its glory; and 


the Medes and Perſians, although mak - 
ing ſome advances towards the eſtabliſn- 
ment of a rival power in Aſia, were, in 
compariſon, very inconſiderable. The 
final union of theſe kingdoms, which 
effected the conqueſt ere OC- 


caſioned by a cireumſtance, to 
from the extreme diſtance of time at 


Which Iſaiah propheſied, no human fore- 


ſight could poſſibly look forward. Cam- 
byſes King of Perſia married Mandane 


the daughter of Aſtyages king of the 
Medes, and the offspring of that alliance 
Was the renowned Cyrus. When àAp- 
| Pointed general of the confederate forces 


© See, the Hebrew text * the Chaldee Para- 
phraſe, Waltoni Polyglot. vol. iii. p. 120. Vi- 
tringa, tom. ii. p. 491. Critici Sacri, tom. iv. 


bt 5190. Poli * tom. * 430. 


of 


——ͤ— 41. — — 2 2566 


| [ * 1 : 
of the Eaſt, by bis uncle Cyaxares, WOE is 


the Egean Sea to the Euphrates*. He 
dense much of his ſucceſs, as the antient 
uriters inform us, from being the firſt to 
eſtabliſh the uſe of cavalry 1 im the 2 
army. His people rode upon borſes* An 

_ aflembly of great nations, as the Prophets 


had likewiſe foretold, came up againſt 


Babylon. It was the only place that for 
any conſiderable time refiſted the attacks 


of Cyrus and his allies. They. ſet. them- 


ſelves in array againſt her, becauſe ſhe had 


| funed againft the Lord—g Aandard was ſet 


- Up; in the land the nations Wert . 


Newton, vol. f i. p. 276. | | 
N Jerem. I. 42. Xenophon mentions at Uh the 
great attention paid by Cyrus to the training his 
cavalry—a ſpecies of military force totally un- 


known in Perſia before his time. To the ſupe- 


riority of his horſemen, he was chiefly indebted 
for his victory over Crœſus; and the numerous 
troops of them which he led to the ſiege of Ba- 
bylon, are particularly deſeribed. Cyropœd. lib. i. 


lib. R 366. lib. vii; p. oga, 6c. Edit. Zeunii. 


again 


called in the book of Daniel, Darius the 
ian, he extended his conqueſts from 
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| and they appiinted a a "Captain Kali 


k iss 3 


vga ver Luke king donis of Ararat\ Mb, 


und Afpchenax ; - [the Armenians, Phry. 
gians, and other neighbouring nations; f 


11 10 100 1 bovii- 
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1 be vaſt dimenſions of che wlahaliea 
capital of the Eaft; the loftineſs and. 
ſtrength of its walls and towers; its 
Tiches ; the number of its inhabitants, 
and the ample means of their ſubſiſtence, 
in cafe of a tedious ſiege, 'fupplied by 

ind cultivated fields ſes within 


large al 


the city, inſpired Belſhazzar and his ſub- 


jects with the greateſt confidence. Pre- 


ſuming that they could hold out againſt 


the moſt furious afſaults, or the moſt te- 
dious blockade of the enemy, they de- 


rided the operations of the Perſians, and 
Tcoffed at their hoſtile attemp ts. The 


mighty men of, Babylon 8 . e . * 5 


they met in Ibeir holds. 0 4 


bt. mutt”. atdls.a 1 
Cf was. employed, bi duo year; 
{45 5 Y Metro; FE + 51 Xie Wel 
if bes. een De or 6 dt 
U 2 : firſt, 


| K 2690 T 9 
firſta in an attempt tobte the city = . 5 
ſtorm ; VI and next, in; N J | 
compel: the Aſſyrians to —— Wer 
= off all foreign aſſiſtance. At 

5 tired with maki ing theſe ineffec- 
| tronipes; Cyrus put a ſttatagem in 

a which rendered him maſter of 
the place. By the efforts of his numerous 
army, he turned the courſe of the Eu- 
Phrates into the ſpacious reſervoir which 
Nitoecris, the mother of Belſhazzar, had 
cauſed to be dug to receive its waters 
While a ſtupendous bridge was building; 
and through the bed of the river he 
opened à pafſage for his forces into the 
midſt of the city. The deep was dry, and 
"the Hank: Wert dritd up r u ſnure was laid 
for thee; "thou" wert' taken E | 
"thou doaft vos ab. Belge a” Ko EY” 
M6320 eint 5p 1 05 SIe 309! 
Ile entered it in the night) be dn 
inhabitants were celebrating a great and 
general feaſty with every 1rcu e of 
WIRE and riot. 7. bey prepared a” 


N I | table; * 
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5 1 20 3 
rable; "they wittbed. inthe \evatclntorger'; ; 
They eat and dranł. They made ther te. 
and e had e r 00 
1K done nige lie 
The . was * "by: the 
ke Belſhazzar upon the wall of 
bis palace; but the ofirologers * flood up, 
aud could nor ſave him from thoſe things 
that -avere come upon | him. — The gates 
of the city, compoſed of ſolid braſs, 
that led from the river to the ſtreets, 
Were careleſsly left open. If the gates 
had not been left open,” ſays Herodotus, 
cc the Perſians would have been ſhut up in 
the bed of the river and taken as in a 
net, and all deftroyed.” Alarmed by the 
tumult occaſioned by the approach of 
the invaders, Belſhazzar ordered the 
gates of his palace to be opened, and 


ſent perſons to ęnquire into the cauſe. 
-Tbe Lord opened before Cyrus the | two- 
mt. gates, and the gates were not 
. Due rc ran to meet e Zo 
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Sow the King of Babylon that bis tily was 
taken at one end. The troops of Cyrus 
ſeized the advantage, and ruſhing in, 
{ew the monarch, and quickly gained 
complete poſſeſſion of the city. Therefore 
evil came upon her, ſhe did not know from 
wwhence it aroſe; miſchief fell upon her, and 
deſolation came upon her ſuddenly, which ſhe 
did not know. Her young men fell in the 


Frets, . men Fe, were cut LA 
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were immenſe, as Babylon was the ma- 
gazine of all the ſpoils of Judea, as well 
as of the other rich Provinces of the Eaſt. 
Chaldea Was for a ſpoul, all. that ſpoiled ber 
were ſatisfied. A ſevord | wa upon ber 
treaſures, and they were robbed. Here 
Crcœſus gave an exact account of his 
riches, and ſurrendered all His vaſt poſ- 
ſeſſions to Cyrus. Thus the tr A 0 of 
ne N and hidden treaſure, of ſecret 
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RY were given to Him by the God. 1 2 
el, who called bim &y 1 ene * 


f 
uy * 
Rh 


bo 2D A the tische of W 
1 publiſhed ; a Decree, — 2 
ing that “the Lord God of heaven had 


given him all the kingdoms. of the 
earth", M "and had SPARES ea build 


the 


* | Baoſſuet' Univerlal Hiftary, p- PE 443. Pri- 
. vol. i. p. 92, 93. Uſſer Annales, tom. i. 
p. 144. Xenophon's Cyropedia, lib. vii. Herodoti 
lib. i. c. 190, 191. Jerem. 1, Ii. 32, 36, &c. Dan. v. 


Beroſus quoted by Joſephus contra Apion. Hb. i. 


. 20. Euſebii Prep; Evang. I. ix. c. 40. 2 
n Kenophon gives the following liſt of the na- 
tions conquered by Cyrus; The Syrians, Affyrians, 


Arabians, Cappadocians, both the Phrygians, Ly- 


dians, Carians, Phœnicians, Babylonians. He 


moreover reigned over the Bactrians, Indians, Ci- 


licians, the Sac, men, and e 
.Cyrop. lib. i. p. 4. 
„Thus ſaith Cyrus, king. of Pera, All the — | 


h done of the earth hath. the Lord God of heaven 


given me; and he hath charged me to build him 
an ma in . which is in Judah. Who 


Fg is 


1. 1 

th] T emple at . and therefore 
cominanding: all the people of Iſrael to 
go up to Jetuſalem, and build the houſe 
of the Lord God of Iſraelt“ Joſephus“ 


ſays that Cyrus was ſhewn the Prophecy 
of Iaiah, wherein his name was expreſsly 
mentioned. It is probable that Daniel, 
wo had obtained the higheſt reputation 
in the court of Babylon for his piety, 
and extraordinary wiſdom, had not only 
ſhewr to the king the Prophecies of 
Haiah and e but had related to 


is ers among yo you. of all his people? ? The 1 
tis God be with him, and let im 80 Pp a Chron. 
Xvi 23 TX its 20805 
1 Thus mitn Cyrus, a of Peta; The Lord 
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth; and he hath charged me to build him 
an houſe at Jeruſalem, which is in Judah. Who 
is there among you of all his people ? His God: be 
with him, and let him go up to Jeruſalem, whieli 
is in Judah, and build the houſe of the Lord God 
of Afrael (he is the God) wbich is E 
; 185 „„ 22 yd, bnoftr mow 
{ns Ant. Jud. lib, Ai. c. 1. . 
13 him 


E N 8 
him · the wonderful hiſtory of the people, 5 
for whoſe ſake he had been girded” 
with the ſword of victory. It is evident 
from the remarkable words of the De- 
cree A* he is the God”) that the mind 
of Cyrus was ſufficiently enlightened] to 
underſtand, that there was but one Su- 
preme God Hie whom the Jews wor- 
ſhipped, and who ſpake in thoſe holy 
books which were ſhewn him; though 
the opinions and habits, which prevailed! 
in the Heathen; world concerning the 
different gods which preſided over dif- 
ferent nations, might induce him to, 
conſider a ſpecies of inferior worſhip. a8 
allowable. The 70 years, predicted by 

Prophets for the continuance of the 
captivity, were now accomplifhed. The 
captives, were et free, and the precious. 
veſſels of gold and of filver, which Nebu- 
chadnezzar; had broughitt from Jeruſalem, 
and had placed in the houſe of his gods, 

were reſtored * 4 the RR oe: con- 
9 e queror 
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| quepor of :th6Eeft to the . 
he ſent to their own _ i een 
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„Thus Sad Qyran cethe weptiertof the 
Lorq; ſubque nations before him, and 
perform all the pleaſure of the Lord, by: 


whom he had been named more than 


10o years before bis birth, as the inſtru- 

ment which ſhould execute the deſigns 
of his Providence. Exactly at the time, 
and exactly in the manner predicted, he 
| conquered the vaſt Aﬀyrian Empire, 


and reſtored the people of Iſrael to their 


own land, where they again inhabited 


Feruſalem, built the cities of Judab, and 


raiſed up the decayed places thereof. The 


houſe of God was builded and the * ſa- 


nu ces were renewed. 


Thus were the 2 re-eſtabliſhed in 


their own land at the expiration of the 
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allotted puniſhment for the tranſgreſſion 1 


of thak Law, which was ordained to con- 
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Fig, And thus 
the tat diſperſion of "the people deſ- 
tined to preſerve the promiſes of God, 

became the means of ſpreading the 
knowledge of the moſt Highygmong the 
nations: of the Eaſt, preparatory to the 
coming of the Meſſiah, to — all na- 
tions were to be gathered. 


31 72 4 . ps 
. x 1 — OY + F * 89 wu be ah & * - ; 
ö 1 1 7 >... : * 1 ** 7 Fa . 7 x 47 4 ＋ 1 I Fg LEP 
1 4 * 14 8 WX — $4 „ PF dof ns bf hes 1 4 A & 14 * s T 1 
(OY 4 1 | 
* * £ = * P * * * * I 3 
py * by 4 5 * 7 : 1 1 i% 7 2 j ” Ph * 0 * wY of % a> * * 2 * 5 : . 
© .% 14 14 A * "= 2 \ —_— — * - 3 & $7 N. 90 1 a wo zl EI 
* 
* 
. F 7 3 * 2 * 5 
* = a * * 3 . „ * 8 * & +4 25 1 at 2 , ey * 
Ka ' 5 « * 4 'S 7 ICTE TE 5 KA : 1 t F : ! pu JP £2 PF 4 
X 4 7 Es F oy” A „ 4 [4 4 Ns 4 * 4 * : _ f 4 & * EO” I & * * : 2 +> 
&. %s 1 


, LEY 
* 
* 
— 
8 
$2496. + 
4 * 
1 
— 
F 
a 4 
LY 
= 
: 3 
ory. 
7 2 
4 
' 2 
— 
* 

; E 
7 
bs 

— 
2 
* 
* 
* * 
drm 
3 
— 
af 
", 
4 
0 
hs, 
i 
OY 


3 4 " © * * 
17 » . WF 13 , $ : 
1 * ©. '#&' « * * * 1 * of. . 4 * -% 
; 4 4 f TS Fr, 
BD KH I 4 Sþ 3 - # # +4. &\ z 11 $5 3 1 „ 3 4 11 145 
— # 
* 95 © 5 7 . ; * 
Tx "IX 0 4 * . #4. 4 I „ 7 * 4 5 
41 sad D * £ C3 £2 N 1 * 1 7 1 #4 . vi" 8 IF» © 
rr an HY 2. 4 > oo # 3 * A. ud > $ 7 8 5 4+ 19 9 
Hi * 4 5 9 
» * + I i; —— 
o « NES mY 10 N * * 1 > 
N \ SIS. * 2 9 9 Are i Naur 
3 # *++ 4 141 Ky . « 8 A 4 4 R n 14850 N 
OS * © * 
— A p 
Li ”, , Ly ' * 
. \ % 7 *» * I 92 4 N 6 = { % * 8. k y ++ I A.. a x $ 
> ak 1. * * + 1 TS £2 4 2? 335 3A u * Bs | >.4 3 4141 
= 5 
* i * 4 2 
1 . * * i * * * 6 gp - — 
\ x p:5 ms " Ee DL % x y % . © 1 * % * 'N 
"I \ 1 2 << » 4 4 v2 INS $2 1 * 8 wo 3s * — 4 isl. 
*. IS 4 6 * 
1 * * 
V to * -- 2 * TID — „ * 4 * . 
Ne 
r N CIT: een 
** 
* * Wh. . ” LIE F * * 9314 
4 ”% EY us . | * -- 1 2 a 2 — 8 * 1 % e 
g 3 : 8 4 1 : bs $$ 44 
» 7 + 4 . * "NP" — x * E + % j * 3 12 * F 1. 
— * * 8 ? 
| $54 4 2 F Gree” e 0 & 
72 "1 3 i; £% > ' * 7 ; 8 , 4 7 1 "Ts ; * 1 4 © © + M * 1 
. * Ss + * 6 * * 
3144 4 1 144 2 PA T- 1 14 3 3 444 44 *y * 1. 
1 # 4 
* " ; * * » * 7 * 
4 ; 1 * . a : — e : 
* + — 8 o 4 * 
% - 1 FYT 4 f} 4 : 3 $$ 3 Tz ; LE: 1 7 1 4 I : ; ! 1 
* & * o * - 3 4 * 1 4 4 4 * 3-3 | » 1 1 if " 3 — OE 182 
# p oY 4 . 
y o * » * y * 
15 7 1 ; 1 I ? 
„ (f Pale Hie 8. 11801 
„ 5 K 3 1 LF e A. WOO : - 3 3 #3 3 * 3 & % 4 
8 9 
5 : f | 
- ” "aw weed 7 8 
3 
— * 
, 1.3 / 
* % 
: . 
* ,, 
: a 
- - .: b 


4 
e 
j T + 4 


\ 4 : 7 * 1 : * | L * 7 - * ry 
L 1 4 5 44 2 F if 7 * Fay * * * 9 * 3 <4, ft * err * * = , * 11 Fa A 1 
* : E 3 WF 45 Þ 2 *. 4 +5 + 4 _ Fi 4 1 A * : "4 ; wt 44 


of a — = 4 P 4 * 
> A 

ny; "x 
* \ 2 2 2 * x * * 4 1 
. 4 3 0 L 1885 „ 11 31181 S121 

- * . * 
* <H 1 . F Fr * ** | 1. % 
* 3 2 4 p F. £ 3 {4 5 i 1 
_ & * 1 7 Oi a 4 * 3 * » *- 4 4 #4 is 1 * 2 4 * [5 2 Der 2 
11 Th 3 1 | | * yy 
er 78 7 C * * £ } OT} AY 
111 10 CL A : > LADOLETC] wd 3.4 4 2441891 
£ * 7 * 4 ＋ N 

. x7 ö Kn 

__ 2 4 0 # 1 „„ , A . A 44 o 
* 1 
9 ; * 5 * 1 » 4 » , 1 : 
$5@748 6 as EST ra f x 1 0 
Bb bf #4 4.6 * 1 
05 CHAPTER: Tun 81K . . 

R 'E * . 5 * » g * 
BY I"? 4 * 2 wy 1 7 Y 1 N 1 — 1 * 1 1 1B 2 4 . 7 ! E = 110 Pr = 7 * 
4 - . f * 4 — L 


The Deftruftion an \defolare: State of Ba: 
: bylon confidered as an awful Example of 

ibe Tudgments of God 7 the Enemies 
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Ta E Nerden pen out various rea- 
ſons, on account of which the Aſſytians 
were made the ſignal objects of divine 
diſpleaſure. - Nebuchadnezzar, was re- 
markable for exceſſive pride, and the 
moſt groſs and intolerant idoktry, not- 
withſtanding the certain information he 
received from his Jewiſh captives con- 
cerning the true God. Belſhazzar his 
ſucceſſor, equally well acquainted with 
the true religion, andia witneſs of the 
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wha puniſhment which had been in- 
flicted upon Nebuchadnezzar, preferred 
his falſe deities to Jehovah, the God 
of Ifrael, and profaned at his riotous 
* feaſts the conſecrated veſſels of the 
Temple. T he Babylonians were marked 
by blind ſuperſtition, practiſed various 
magical arts, and confided in the pre- 
tended diſcoveries of judicial aſtrology. 
Their vices far exceeded their credulity 
2 and their folly. They indulged In ex- 
| ceſſive luxury, were avaricious and ar- 
rogant, and oppreſſed the ſurrounding | 
nations with exceſſive tyranny; Their 
eruelty Mas in 4 peculiar manner direct- 
ed againſt the Jews. In their invaſion 
of Judea, they laid the country | waſte, 
put both old and young to the ſword, 
profaned the Temple, and detained all 
whom they led away captives in a ſtate 
of the moſt rigid bondage. For theſe 
reaſons; the denunciations of Divine ven- 
aue ar? re with en 
E- 1 | Hts: | 8 We 
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We have ſeen the city of- beton 


tiken. 5 and the c choſen people of God 


delivered from Bondage by Cyrus, . ac- 
cording to the ſure word of Prophecy.“ 


We ſhatÞnow ſurve 


of oblivion, from whence mn a 
Hiſtory recall ene mY 9 


ee "7 by * F | 
«25 1. ail 15 # 22 OS 
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counts that have eo 
bylon contained the aſtoniſhing ſpice of 
ſixty miles, and was adorned in every 
part with gardens, palaces, and temples. 
Around it were extended walls of ftu- 


pendous height and thickneſs, compoſed 


of large bricks cemented with bitumen, 
that by time enen a ſolidity harder 
than ſtone. One hundred gates of ſolid 
braſs commanded the approaches to 
the eity; two hundred and fifty towers 
of aſt dimenſions and elevation were 

e , 6 


x ˖˙ ( — — — — 


ey this Metropolis of - - 
the World as it ſtood at the ſummit of 
its greatneſs, and follow it to the gulph 


if ccording to the moſt ache! ac- 
me downto us, Ba- 
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placed at equal diſtances along the walls. 
Tlie buildings moſt rèmarkable for ſize 
and magnificence were, the bridge erect- 


ed over the Euphrates, the ſpacious pa- 


laces of the Kings and the ancient tem- 
ple of Belus, compoſed of eigkt towers, 
riſing one above another, and diminiſh- 
ing in proportion to their prodigious 
elevation. Such were the majeſtie edi- 
ficks of this extenſive and populous ca- 
Pital of the Aſſyrian Empire; which, at 

a. diſtance, to uſę the compariſon of an 
tient writers, had the appearance of lofty 
mountains. They were calculated to 
brave the fierceſt attacks of hoſtile poꝗ]- 
er, and to withſtand * Ages 5 re- 
D 1d fg; 
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9 5 he lofty W in 8 | Babylon is 172 
deſeribed in Scripture, { correſponds with 
the account of profane Writers. It is 
called by Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel, 
he fd city. ” the glory of Hog:, 


loms,” 
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dmc e abundant in t i 8 and 
the praiſe of the whole earth. Be- 
roſus, Herodotus, Strabo, and Diodorus 
Siculus, ſome of the moſt antient and 
moſt authentic writers, repreſent it as 
the moſt glorious metropolis upon 
which the ſun ever ſhone, and rank it 
high among the wonders of the ancient 
world.“ At the preciſe time when it 
Was \rifing to this: ſtate. of grandeur, 
when the dominion of its ſovereigns was 
ſpreading over all the ſurrbunding pro- 
vinces, and power, opulence and proſ- 
perity combined to enſure the long con- 
tinuance of its empire and glory, Iſaiah. 
thus * its Wien ruin Ne 
> nad W ene 0 any 
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A Ifaiah SY 1 xiv. 4 8 li. 47, &c. Go- 
guet's Origin of Laws: Pier, vol. i. p. 7 8. 
Newton on the Prophecies, yol. i. P. 276, &c. 

„ Ifaiah Xxili. 19, 20, 21, 22. xiv. 9 +. Fog For a 
more full anticipation of the deſtruction of Ba- 
bylon, ſee Iſaiah xiii; xiv, xxi, xIvii. In chap: xiii 
the Medes, then an inconſiderable people, are 
8 forward as the great agents in the over- 
| | theow 


HH 

And Bobjlon; re glory of kingdoms, the 
beaikty of the:Chatldees errellancy, ſhall be 

as: when Cod overthrew. Sodom and Go- 
norrub: It. Hall never be inbubited, nei 
ther hall it be dwelt-in' froni geuenatioii to: 
| generation neither ſhall the Arabian piich 
tent there, neither ſhall: the ſhepherds make; 
their: fold there. - But wild” beg ꝙ the 
deſart ſhall lie there, and their houſes ſhall 
be full of doleful creatures; and owls ſhall 
dwell there, and ſatyrs ſhall::dance! there.. 
Aud the wild beaſts of \the:iflands paul cry 
in their deſolate houſes, and dragons in their 
pleaſant palaces : and ber time! is near 10 
come, and her days ſhall nat be prolong ed... 
1 will alſo make (it; a poſſeſſion: for: the bit 
tern, and * of water; and I will "wy 


. K 


l of the Adrian Monarchy. . xiv. eon 
tains the triumph of the various nations of the 
earth over the fallen King of Babylon. Thi 
ſeription,, conſiſting of the mot bold. and ftriking, 


images, is bx Ae er Lon: og Aſcian, 
XX1, xlvii. SY” Ms. aubet# wv 
di 4105986 169179 Mas gt agu 
; 7 
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» with the beſom wy & ir " Nate 
ror one 
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A ſeries of. ages was 88 to give 
e Prophecy its full accompliſnment. 
And if we carefully follow. the ſtream of 
\iſtory, we ſhall find that a ſeries, of 
ages rw completely veil the er 


menace of the Prophet. 
"The. cor nqueſt el "of 12 5 ee 


the glory of the Afſyrian , empire, and the 


ſplendor « of Babylon was eclipſed by the 


removal of the ſeat of bent to 
Suſa in Perſia. The | waters of the Eu- 

phrates were never reſtored to their pro- 
per channel, from the new courſe which 
Cyrus, had given them to facilitate his 


entrance into the city. A d. ougbte 208 


upon her waters, aud they were dried up. 


By their ſtagnat ion the whole country 
became unwholſome, and afſſumed the 


form, and communicated the effects, of 


an extenſive and peſtilential c The 
© Jerem, 1, 38, Kc. 
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ſea baue upon Babylon ; ſhe'wwas covered 
_ with the multitude of the waves thereof d. 


The immenſe ſlaughter of the inha- 
bitants of the city was an additional 
cauſe of its decline and ruin. Al ber 


men of war were cut off. TO puniſn the 
inhabitants for an inſurrection, Darius 


Hyftaſpes, King of Perſia, "demoliſhed 


the gates, reduced the height of the 
walls, and leſſened the number of the 


citizens. Alexander the Great, indeed, 

formed the deſign of making. it the ſeat 
of his empire; but death put a ſudden 
ſtop to his intention. The rival city of 
Seleucia, ſometimes called by the name 
of f , and erefted 1 ec the neigh- 


L 


o 


| 4 The oe, 8 any 5 the 20 
ſea | in a limited ſenſe; they give it to great rivers, 
which, in conſequence of their inundations, appear 
like ſeas. | The country around Babylon which was 
watered by the Euphrates, is called the deſart of the; 
fea, Iſaiah xxi. 1. Jer. li. 36. The ſame name is 


given to a lake. The Sea of Galilee f is Aridtly the 


Lake of Galilee. en Matt. iv. 18. viti. 32, 
with John vi. 1, 18. b : | 


| 3 


— beenden hid thi city 


of 'Ctefiplion, afterwards built by the 
Perfiati Kings who ſucceeded the Mare. 
dotian etnpire, completed its ruin. Hel 


rodotus, the moſt antient of the Greek 


century and a half after the time of Cy. 
rus, mentions, that even at that period 
the walls were in a great degree c 

Strabo; the accurate Geogr⸗ 


1 ied inthe rg of Augit, r 


relates; that a PRs part of he city oned 
o ſplendid and populous, was then a 
mere deſert. Even then her foundations 
2 len, and ber walli were ' thrown 
© rw — 27 < Babylon — 5 built __ of ry 
and. bitumen, and partly | of brick alone. The 

| bricks were made upon the ſpot, and hardened in 
. the ſun}, When a wall of this ſort comes to be out 
of repair, and is neglected, in no long courte of ages 
it maſt be totally deſtroyed by the heavy rains, and- 


at, len gth waſhed away, and redue ed to i its native ; 


earth. 'Lowth's Ifaiab, p. 95. Notes. 
N | Es down. 
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| down... 'Papfanizs,- 4: celebrated «Grock 
traveller and author, who flouriſhed in 
the third centuty aſter Chriſt, ; records, 
that of Babylon, the greateſt; city that 
the ſum ever ſhone upon, nothing re- 
mained but ſome of its walls.“ Jerom, 
an eminent Father of the Church, in the 
following century ſaw it when reduced 
to ruins, and remarked, that the part of 
the walls which remained, wat only 25 
an incloſure for a royab pa. Zepjamin 
o Tudela, à learned Jeu, in dal Jo; 0 
nal, written more than ſeven centuries 
| ago, has recorded, that Babylon was: 
then-laid: waſte; but that ſome remains 
might be traced of the toyal palace of: 
thercantient Kings. Perſons feared to 
approach too near to this ſpot, as it was 
infeſted by ſerpents and other veneinous 
animals.” + The vid beafss US the. deſert, 
laid theres. and. 1the: bonjes - were full, of; 
 dolefiuth creatures. From the accounts, of 5 
more modern travellers, it appears that 
the traces of "this © once fte ef Ay, : 
WIT WY 


Un 1 

are become leſs and leſs viſible, Rauwolf, 
a German, who travelled at the cloſe of 
the ſixteenth century, relates, that ſome 
parts of what he ſuppoſed to be the ee · 
lebrated Tower of Belus, remained ru- 
| inous, low, and full of poiſonous ani- 
mals. Petrus Vallenſis, à noble Roman, 
reported at the beginning of the ſeven» 
teenth century, that a huge pile of ruins 
remained upon the ſame ſpot, and within 


fifty or ſixty paces were traced ſome 
fe 


ations of buildings: Succeeding tran 


vellers have aſſerted, that even the ru- 


ins were ſo much decayed as to leave 
very ſlight traces of the ſituation of thei 
city. | Every. one. that goeth dy is gſtoniſhed 
to behold her that was qiieen.ambiig nations. 
| PA 4 wilderneſs, ai dry: or barren] land. 
aud a deſert*,; The daughter of; Babylan 


hac long fat in duſt . there has been no 


throne far thei queen-of the: Chaldeuust She 
Aas not | been mn enen 
lid 174629 Pri bis} 0400 Ws 20 ay 
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generation, except by l wild beghe. The 
Almighty has executed his awful pur- 
poſe declared by the mouth of His holy 
Prophets. This great” city bas been \ ſewept 
with rbe beſom of difiiution; and hardly 
a memorial of it remains but in kitry, 
in the /denunciations” of the Prophetic 
writers, and in the accc * 6 
Wu A ia! 195 715 fl 1533 
ait bus coqtoras} ed ; roqu PUSHES. 
- The trath aper peut of theſe Pro- 
hecies concerning” Cyrus and" Babylon, 
and the correſponding hiſtorieal facts, are 
ſo well known and ſo generally acktiow- 
ledged, that a ſhort ſtatement of the prin- 
eipal circumſtances has been deemed fuf- 
ficient. Many other particulars relating 
tothe ſiege of Babylon, the time and 
mannet of its reduction, and the various 
nations that joined in the confederacy 
againſt it, are mentioned by the Pro- 
phets, and confirmed with equal exact 
neſs by both ſacred and profane hiſto- 
rians. But, as the ſubject of the preced- 
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ing is Aa connected with that of the 
preſent . J ſhall: beg fe 
to in them together. Sts bow 

: 2:13 Jo Sui af 30 . 

1 6 th & Cyrus, the 
generous deliverer of the 1 people, 
was equally celebrated in profane and in 
ſacred Hiſtory for his eminent virtues and 
extenſive conqueſts. He was at once 
the ſhepherd of the Lord to gather his 
flock into their fold $: and the ſword, of 
his-vengeance againſt an impious nation, 
Who had: filled up the mealure of their 
iniquities. The apoſtaſy and wicked- 
neſs of the children of Iſrael required 
eſpecial correction; but to prove to 
them and to the world, that they ſtill 
were under his peculiar care (as deſtined 
to fulfil the gracious deſigns. of his Pro- 
*lanee), and ſubjected to the power of 
an idolatrous nation by the expreſs ap- 
—— of their God, and not by what 
is called the chance of war, or the ſu- 
alen Nee 1 the 8 pleaſed 

1 * God 
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God to declare by his ſervants: the 8 
phets, while his people dwelt in peace 
and ſafety, previous even to the threats 
of the King of Babylon, the name of the 
nation by whom their city and temple 
were to be deſtroyed, and themſelves 
conquered and carried away captive 
the time when this event was to take 
place the ferm of - years- during which 
their captivity was to laſt the name of 
their deliverer, Cyrus, by doſe autho- 
rity they ſnould be reſtored to their own 
land at the appointed time, with ſignal 
marks of favour, allowed to rebuild Je- 
ruſalem, and afterwards to enjoy a period 
of ſecurity and happineſs. And, not- 
withſtanding the high improbability that 
a people ſo long and ſo perverſely ad- 
dicted to idolatry, { ſhould renounce the 
worſhip of idols, in a city where every 
enticement muſt have been offered; at 

a time too, when they ſeæmed to be for- 
ſaken by their God, and when many of 
1 emonſtr⸗ tions of his preſence 
were 


2 . 0. 

HQ) — ipetple; it was | 
alfo-declared;Thould. remain for ever frern .Y 
from the ſin for which they had ſo ſe- 
verely ſufferedi; and faithful to the Law, 
which, after their reſidence in the ca- 
pital of Aſiatic lux n 
have bones difficult'toobey. 1 200 1 * 


Warn bod Nenad. 
dip it pollble to doubt this Mil | 
— the Divine authority of the 
Law of Moſes, and the Divine inſpira- 
tion of their Prophets? Can any rational 
ground be aſſigned for: this conviction, 
except the continuity of n | b 
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hadty no: the captive, and to break 
their bonds in ſunder, Wat alſo an- 
naunced as the . ſcourge”? of their op- 

preſſors: He Was to * take the city of 
Babylon,” and to / caft down the throne 
of the Chaldees.” The mighty con- 
queror of the Eaſt was 10 ee. glory 
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1118 . 

7 ; 


12 


tile — Sand _ power 

of the Lord Jehovah, whoſe name, from 

f the ſucceis of the Babylonians againſt his 

choſen people, they had ignorantly blaſ- 
-phemed, and levelled with the imaginary 

| deities of the numerous kingdoms, which 
; madd fallen victims to Aſſytian tyranny. 
| Lanol itt zan n ess det T tiff 0 noi! 
Could any thing but abſolute con- 
viction of the truth of the wonderful 
hiſtory of the Jews, and demonſtrative 
"evidence of the accurate fulfilment of 

, -the*Prophetic/ word of their God, have 
induced the enlightened» Cyrus to fend 
forth an edict for ſuch a purpoſe to the 
nations, who would probably eſteem it 
as as derogatory to his own glory pevoRongq 
3 ot awoh Beg *orbae” obfdad- 
The fate of Babylon was d iſtinctly 

bono at the ſame diſtance * time, 


and 


- 
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awd the cauſes of her exemplary puniſh- 


ment particularly explained as a warning 
to all generations, who are ſolemnly 


called upon to remember both the Pro- 


phecy and the judgment againſt the city 
which had has moon þ C {triven- againſt 


the Lord: Remember the former. 
things of ond; for I am God, and there is 
none elſe; I am God, and there is none 


like me, declaring the end from the be- 

ginning, and from antient times the 
things that are not yet done, faying, My 
counfel ſhall ſtand, and 1 will do all oP 
nor Nat K 


* Sit thou flent*, and 1 6 Big ant 


darkneſs, O daughter of the Chaldeans; 
for thou ſhalt be no more called the 
lady of kingdoms, Behold, I am againſt 
thee, O deſtroying mountain, which de- 


ſtroyeſt the whole earth, for thou art 


kenn againſt the Lord, * nen 


n-. nes b 
K One 
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G .of Iſrael. I was wroth with my 
people, I have polluted mine inheritance, 


and given them into thine hand, O A, 


Hrian, the rod of mine anger: howbeit 


thou meaneft not ſo, nor doth thine heart 


think ſo, but it is in thine heart to de- 


Atroy, and cut off nations not a_few— 


thou ſayeſt, Are not my princes alto- 


- gether kings—ſhall I not, as I have done 


to Samaria and her 1dols, ſo do to Jeru- 
ſalem and her idols? Thou didſt ſhow 
my people no mercy, upon the antient 
haſt thou very heavily laid the yoke, and 
thou ſaidſt, I ſhall be a lady for ever 
Thou haſt truſted in thy wickedneſs; 
thou haſt ſaid, None ſeeth me: by 101 


dom, and thy knowledge it bath per- 


verted thee,- aud thou - haſt ſaid; in thine 
heart, I am, and none elſe ' beſides me— 
therefore ſhall evil come upon thee, thou 
ſhalt not know from whence it riſeth : 


and nuſchief ſhall fall upon thee, thou 


ſhalt not be able to put it off: and de- 
ſolation ſhall come _ thee ſuddenly, 
which 


TO aclle- bare eld bd TR MR eee eee * et, rn TY 
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v lich thou ſhalt not know Tho 
not lay thefe things to heart, neither | 
didſt thou remember the latter end of 
it—Wherefore it ſhall come to paſs; that 
when the Lord hath performed his whole 
work upon Mount Zion and on Jeru- 
ſalem, I will puniſh the ſtout heart of 
the King of Aſſyria, and the glory of his 
high looks; for he faith, By the frength 
of my. hand I have done it, and by my 
wiſdom, for I am prudent—Shall the: ar 

boaſt ilſelf againſt him that heweth, theres 
with,? — Go up, O Elam; beſiege, O 
Media; all the ſighing which ſhe was 
the cauſe of have I. made to ceaſe. Re- 
compence her according to her work— 
becauſe it is the vengeance of the Lord, 
the vengeance of his Temple—the day 
of the Lord is at hand, a day cruel with 
wrath and fierce anger to lay the land 
deſolate ; behold I will puniſh the King 
of Babylon, as I have puniſhed the King 
of Aſſyria [in the deſtruction of Ni- 
8 I will cut off from * the 
SSA K 2 name 


ak] 
name and the remnant, from generation 
= os ppg ſhall it lay _ 8 


What 4 Meſeriptiinsi is this- of the 
Preſcience, the Omnipotence, the retri- 
butive Juſtice, and the over- ruling Pro- 
vidence of God, directing all things, 
even the oppoſing ſprings of human 
action, to execute the uniform deſign 
of his unchanging will! Can the beſt 
wrought veil of Metaphyſics obſcure 
theſe rad} iant characters of truth? Can 
the utmoſt ſtrength or art of infidelity 
prevent their indelible impreſſion on the 
mind of unſophiſticated man, when thus 
mare with ys {vg of. r * 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. | 


7 » ende of the Meſſiah a 12 
the preciſe Time bene aur Ts ee 5 3 ] 2 
2 ears nn his Bra. 


B was RPO nth many 1 re- 
velations of the Divine will, and ſup- 
ported by the Divine power in a, very re- 
markable manner. He was honoured 
with the firſt diſtinctions in the court 
of Perſia, and his piety and his wiſdom 
were equally conſpicuous. In one point 
he differs from all other Prophets, and 
becomes an object of attention pecu- 
| barly intereſting to us; for to him was 
communicated the exact time when the 
\ | K 3 _ Meſſiah 


E 


Meſſiah would appear: and he likewiſe 


predicted the tine of many of the prin- 
cipal events which were to take place 
after the eſtabliſhment of the Meſſiah's 

kingdom, with ſuch accuracy, as to run 
parallel with the Revelation of St. John, 


and extend to the end of the world. In 
the following Prophecy we ſhall find the 


exact time of the manifeſtation = the 
Meſſiah, N e Geterminedss: i 

3 hk” are dm as hy 
feople, and upon thy holy cy, to finiſh the ' 
tranſgreſſiou, and to make an end of fins, aud 
10' make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 


bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal 


up the viſion and propheey, and to 'anoint 
the moſt Holy. Know therefore and under- 


ftand, that from the going forth of the com- 


| mandment to\reftore and to build Ferufalem 


unto the Meſſiab the Prince ſhall be ſeven 
weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks : the 
: * NM rect 
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Areet ſhall be built again, aud the Sint 


even in troublous times. And after threes 


ſcore and two weeks ſhall Maſſiab be cut off, 
but not for himſelf : and the people of the © 
prince that ſhall come ſhall deftroy the city 


and the ſanctuary; and the end thereof ſhall 


be with a flood, and unto the end of the war 
deſolations are determined. Aud he fhall 


confirm the couenant with many for one 


week : and in the midſt of the week he ſhall 
cauſe the ſacrifice and the «blation to ceaſe, 


and for be overſpreading of abominations 


he ſhall make it deſolate, even umil the 


conſummation, and that determined: en be . 


you On the n. ; HIQ- 


5 * 
& 


The leading Ra ee to . con- 
ſidered in examining the accompliſh- 
ment of this prediction, are, the com- 
pletion of the time ſpecified, and the 
events connected with it. All agree that 
theſe 70 weeks are weeks of years, that 
is, every day! in the week is reckoned as a 
Na which makes the whole number 
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atnount to 490 years. This computa- 


tion is not unexampled i in profane au- 
N >, and is uſed elſewhere in Scrip- 
It is uſed in reckoning the years 
ws . jubilee*—the time of ſojourning 
in the wilderneſsd, and in the Prophecy 
of Ezekiel. Theſe 0 weeks commence 
in the Jewiſh month Niſan, or March, 
in the ſeventh year of the reign of Ar- 


taxerxes Longimanus, King of Perſia, in 
the year of the world 3 547, as is clearly 


ſhown by many accurate” Chronologiſts, 
and proved at large by the learned Pri- 
deaux, in his Connection of the Hiſtory 
of the Old and New Teſtament with 


* Profane Anden Thus 1 was the diſtin- 


* 2 FP 5 
. i — Af > 2 I» 4 - 
* * 


* See Aptborpe s Difcrtations. N 
e Levit. xxv. 28. | 1 15 
4 Numb. kiv. * : 

Exek. iv. 5, 6. 


e Prideaux, vol. i. p. af. | Bolſuct p· 3 


Smith's Summary View, p. 165. - Uſer Annales, 
tom, i. p. 195. tom. ii. p. 568. Joſephi Antiq. 
pk 1, xi, c. 5. Gray's — to the Old Teſtament, 


p. 474. 
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guiſhed year and month i in Which Ezra, 
the Leader of the Jews, obtained A com- 
miſſion for his return to Jeruſalem, in 
order to reſtore the government of that 
city and the ſervice of the Temple. And 
the 70 weeks were completed in the 
month Niſan in the year of the world 
4037. This was the ever memorable 
year and month, when Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Meſſiah, cloſed his Divine miſſion, * 
ſuffered drath das the: croſs.” 


It is worked that various events are 
5 predifted by Daniel in this remarkable 
Prophecy. The Meſſiah ſhall be cut off— 
The people of the-Prince that ſhall: come, 
Hall deſtroy the city and the ſanctuary De- 
ſolations are determined, and the farrifice 
and the oblation ſhall ceaſe for the; over 
ere of * — „ le 


Nou there are no occurrences in the 


5. 41 5 Mee + Works, b. 5. | Calmet's Die, 


vol. * p. 398. 1 
| - "Ws Jewiſh 
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Jewiſh! hiſtory, to which -theſe CIrcut 
ſtances can be at all applied except to 
the crucifixion of Chriſt the final de- 
ſtruction of the City and Temple of Je- 
ruſalem, and the deſolation of Judea by 


the Romans. But to thoſe great events 
the words of the Prophecy apply with ſuch 


ſingular exactneſs, that they give a very 
energetic and lively deſcription of them. 


And it may be farther obſerved, that 


this Prophecy very plainly delineates the 
ſpiritual purpoſes of the Goſpel : for, at 
the completion of this great epoch of 
the 70 weeks, it is determined 70 make 

Ge yi A Brings e 
laing rigbteouſneſ., and 10 ſeal up «the 
wifion-and: the Prophecy — Thus pointing 
out Chriſt, the Meſſiah, who died as the 
propitiatory ſacrifice for the fins. of the 
world roſe again to certify that he had 
made atonement for ſin, and had eſta- 
bliſhed the promiſed kingdom of ever- 
laſting. righteouſneſs and life“ — and 
n up the- V! __ 2 aud rbe Prophecy by 
. | | | his 


* 
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Na! revelation of the Divine wi 

his beloved: diſciple St. John, the af of 
dle Prophets. 101 Oi 3 $33 $5132 2 +5 7b 595 
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Three different dias: of time are 


included within the 70 weeks, and cach _ - 


of them is connected with an important 
event The ſeven wweets to reſtore and 
build Jeu mr-tend gate and tipo 
n in addition to theſe ſeven weeks, 
Aller Wh the Meſſiah Was to be cut 
off: — and the midſt of the;week, in which 
he ſhould cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation 
to ceaſe. The firſt ſeries of ſeven weeks, 
being 49 years, relates to the reſtoration 
of the Jews, and the rebuilding Jeru- 
ſalem, begun by Ezra, and completed by 
Nehemiah. The oppoſition which the 
- Jews, when returned from captivity, met 
with from the Samaritans, prolonged 
this ſacred work exactly for that period 
of time, and the obſtacles with which 
they had to contend, fully confirmed 
the words of the Prophet, that zhe 
Und. | K 6 wall 


R , © 
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preſsly, „the Law and the Pre | 
Were until John, ſince that time the Z 


| [ 4 1 
whit Soul be built "in "tronblois” Aint. 
The threeſcore and two weeks that ſuc- 
ceeded added to the foregoing ſeven, or 
in other words 483 years, bring the cal- 
eulation of time down to the year 4739 


of the Julian period, 'which was the 


exact year in which the . b 


7 — fo 4 rece 


c niſtry, which ae for the — of 


three years and a half. Its commence- 
ment at this period is acdurothly marked 
by the words of "Chriſt, who ſaid” ex- 


kingdom ef God is pi 


| "our Lord himſelf, in the midſt of. ie 


©, cauſed the facrifite" and | oblation 


150 ceaſe; for at that time, having com- 


pleted the exerciſe of his Divine miſſion 


9 ee ee ee _ 
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half, he fulfilled the great object of the 


atonement the 8. by the babes of 
Aan . ee i einig e 


7x 12 2. 


. 


wy 


Te facts khan 
vill not agree with the ravages com- 
mitted by Antiochus Epiphanes in Ju- 
dea, great and atrocious as they were. 
He proceeded indeed to pollute the 
Temple, but he did not entirely deſtroy 
it; neither did he exhauſt Jeruſalem of 
all its inhabitants. The Jews at the 
ecloſe of his wars were reſtored; to peace, 
but; on the contrary, at the period 
foretold by Daniel, the deſolation was 
to begin, and the city and ſanctuary were 
to be deſtroyed. So confident were the 
Jews, as to the preciſe application of the 
Prophecy, that this ſaying is ſtill extant 
in the Talmud, as the tradition 
antient r In Daniel is deliver 
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eie los Daniel 


L ab fÞ 
to us the end of the Meſſiah; eee | 
the period at which he ought to con 
as Jarchi, a celebrated doctor of = 
Law, explains it. Nehumias, likewiſe a 
learned Rabbi, who lived fifty years be- 
fore the Chriſtian era, declared, © that 
the time fixed by Daniel for the Meſ- 
ſiah, could not be more than fifty years 
before it was accompliſhed.“ Joſephus 
obſerves, that Daniel did not only 
predict things to come, which was com 
mon to him with other Prophets, but 
alſo a certain fixed time when they were 
to take place. He did not only fore- 
tel the calamity that afflicted our nation 
by Antiochus many years before it hap- 
pened; but he alſo wrote of the domi- | 
nion of the Romans, and of the great 
deſolation they hould hereafter bring 
upon Judea. In no paſſage, except in 
this Prophecy of the 70 weeks, does 
Daniel ſpeak of the deſolation which his 

country was to ſuffer from the Romans, 
i Joſeph, Anti: Jud. Ib. &. e. 11. 


TY e 2 Wu _—_— — 2 — — — 2 ers ns 7 — 


= pF © 
—— pulls is a preciſe; tim 
fixed for theſe! events. We may there- 
fore be confident, that Joſ 
to n Particular Prophecy. And, 


deed, it is acknowledged by 


1 be we [23 10 erobardt 


* > 


p How, "flnone. 1 Ro ee was 
among the J ews, and how general 


wie Fergilon, i the bit Anas Wrotk a 


"Treatiſe on the year of our Saviour's Wueif ted. 
He illuſtrates this Proph 
to it the, rules and calculations of his favourite 


ſcience. He concludes his Treatiſe with the fol- 
lowing words Thus we have an Aftronomical 


demonſtration of the truth of this antient Prophecy, 
ſeeing that the Prophetic year of the Meſſiah's being 
eut off was the very ſame with the Aftronomical.” 


Dag. : throughout 


>h1 s referred 
„ in- 
the. Jews 
3 that at the time when Jeſus 
appeared, the Meſſiah was expected; and 
that the period, which Daniel had fixed, 
expired a ſhort time before the City and 
nn deſtro yed wn 55 
ae 1 the! C wich government | 


of Daniel by applying 
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both ſacred and n taftorians.! The . 
Soriptures inform us, that at the preciſe 
time when our Saviour appeared, the 

Jews es Dec ed ſome perſon endowed 
with ſuch qualities, and diſtinguiſhed by 
ſuch actions, as the ſacred writers at- 
tribute to the Meſſiah. Not only Si- 
meon, and Anna the Propheteſs! « waited 
for the conſolation of Iſrael, but many 
other devout perſons were inſpired 
the ſame hope, and thought that the. | 
Kingdom of God was at hand. This 

expectation was not confined to the 
vulgar and illiterate; for AS ſoon as John 
the Baptiſt bega to preach, a deputation 
of Prieſts and Leyites was ſent to aſk 
him, whether he was the Chriſt”, When 
the people faw'the miracles of our Lord, 
they concluded that their promiſed king 
would ee nn f 
1 Luke H. "25; Ke to 5 e e 
m John i. i. 19. | "tg 5113. 1603 de 
3 * Duke *. $2: © os ne en DEE EW e n 


- the chief motive, which inſti- 
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tly eherithing! the pleaſing hops 
.@ his arrival, they aſked the Scribes 
and Phariſees that remarkable queſtion, 
„When Chriſt cometh, will he do more 


miracles than theſe which this man hath | | 
cone * | | 


"ta; hol his edel works; 
many openly acknowledged * this is in 
truth the Prophet who was to come into 
the world.” The jealouſy, which Herod 

| eaterfaiied! againſt Chriſt, proceeded 
from an apprehenſion that he would de- 
clare himſelf che expected King of the 
Jews; and Joſephus expressly days?; 


gated the Jews to rebel againſt the Re- 
mans, was, a Prophecy found in the. 

Scriptures, that at that time a perſon 
ſhould ariſe from their country, 'who 
- ſhould obtain the empire of the-work 


Co 


The Samaritans ne, the 
| 1 Her. 13 1 
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of the. Scriptures: themſelves; and i 


Simon. firſt aſſumed the title of Kings 
and Deliverers of the Jews, to the de- 


tory is filled with the names and actions 
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hope, not ſo much derived from the Jews, 


moſt antient in and interpreta | 
tions of OO e tinge rien 
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Ii is a very Aniking fact in EA of the 


general belief of the Jewiſh nation re- 
ſpecting the time of the Meſſiah's ap- ; 


pearance, that from the death of Herod 
the Great, when Judas of Galilee and 


ſtruction of the Temple, the Jewiſh hif- 


of falſe; Chriſts and falſe Prophets, ho 
deceived both the Jews and the Sama- 


ritans—None ee Mis) this arne | 


and not more 
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3: 3 _ | the. Re ader mall reject 


or admit the hypotheſis concerning the 


| Wen of the eaſtern nations, which 
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many 
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n due authors have laboured t to 5 
eſtabliſh, he will ſuppe E the: general ex- | 
pectation which prevailed: among the 
| heathdn nations to owe its origin to the 
diſperſion of Daniel's Prophecy by the 
Jews, or he wilt trace it to the Patri- 
archal ages. The univerſality of this 
expectation would alone render it highly 105 
probable that the knowledge of Pro- 
* phecy confirmed and corrected tradition, 
rather than produced it. But if it be 
granted, and I ſee not how it can be 
denied, that the hope of a Redeemer 
was given in the very earlieſt times, and 
continued to exiſt throughout the world, 
though obſcured and deformed by alle- 
gory and idolatry, n riſes” al- 
ww Inge. eee, Fs | 
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4 . Maurice 8 India At and Hig; mY | 
Adatie Reſearches, where the maſs of evidence 
collected upon this curious and important ſubject 
will be found ſufficiently ere to ne My | 
of n Fade. | 
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The dee and ne with 
8 ich the Pagans looked for this 
* mighty Prince,. who was to reſtore 
the golden age, is, ſcarcely to be ac- 
counted for upon the ſuppoſition, that 
they received the i, intimation of this 
ve) event from the Jews, who were 
much accuſtomed to interpret the 
demie of the Meſſiah as excluſively 
beneficial to themſelyes. But when, by 
the tranflation. of the inſpired writings 
into a language very generally under- 
ſtood, and by the increaſed intercourſe 

among the learned of all countries, it 
was found that the Prophecics contained 
in the writings of this fingular people 
(whoſe wonderful hiſtory muſt add au- 


thority to their Scriptures) perfectly 
agreed with a tradition which had ex- 


iſted from the moſt remote antiquity, 
hope would gradually gain ſtrength, and 
ſpread itſelf among the people. The 
particular information given by Daniel! 
concerning the time when © the Defire 

0 T | „ . 


I Py 


of all Ballons, was to appear, would 


of the gh was calculated to heighten 
expectation! Thus the common belief 
aſſerted by the hiſtorians who wrote 


comes clearly explicable the worſhip” 


of the Wis * eee to excite ſurpriſe, 


was to n the world 

eſtabliſh the kingdom of peace and bliſs 
 —renew- the.. happineſs of the golden 
age, and extend his auſpicious domi- 
nion over the whole earth,” are terms in 
which this expectation is expreſſed by 
many very antient authors. And we 
find: eee Par 8 0 ad mentioned 


nes, — * Ke a e 4 .. 7 
KV. 41. Kidder's Demonſtration af the Meſſiah, 
part i. p. 13. Chandler's . "Ow Te 
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5 by the hiſtorians | who wr 
by time ban: rLotd's > Be. 
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e ann 


ins Wine, quated bj W- 


nius in his life of Octavius, mentions a 


Prophecy which then prevailed, that 


Nature was about to bring forth a 


ſon, that ſhould be King of the Ro- 


mans. It is true, Flattery applied this 
Prophecy to the Emperor; but ſhe bor- 


rowed it from Public Opinion, drawn 
from a higher Source, Tacitus affirms, 


: « that a perſuaſion prevailed with great 


numbers, that it was evident fromthe 


antient books ' of tbe priefts,” that at the 
time when Titus conquered: the Jews, 
the: Eaſt ſhould have. the n 


2. This phraſe 1 8 more than 
ordinary both i in the cauſe and the effect; for here 
nature herſelf, of the God of nature; is made the 


immediate agent of his birth; and be muſt far ex- 


ceed the condition of mere humanity, who was to 
derive his origin from ſweh. a Ee 2 e. 
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and that 1 who came from Judea ſhould 


obtain the empire of the world.“ An 
antient and general opinion (ſays Sueto- 
nius v) had very much prevailed over 
all parts of the Eaſt, that it was or- 
dained by the fates, for thoſe who came 
from Judea to obtain the ſupreme domi- 
nion. It ſhould be obſerved, that Sue- 


tonius, Tacitus, and Joſephus, were by 


no means inclined to favour the Chriſt- 
ian cauſe; — that their opportunities 
of being well informed rendered them 


fully competent to ſpeak to the Faft— 
and that this expectation did generally 


prevail at the preciſe time when Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Meſſiah the Prince ſo par- 


ticularly deſcribed by euer was, mani 
dee to the world. Ae 
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| ſhall come, ſaith the Lord | hoſts... But 


_ Enapran THz BIGHTH, | \ 


The Promiſe of Joby the Baprif, the Meſ- 
enger, or | Forerunner of the Ou, 
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be ſhall prepare ibe way before me': and 
the Lord,'whom' ye feek, fhall fuddeniy. come 
to lis temple, even the--meſſenger of be co- 
uenaut, whom q deligi in : hebold, he 


who may abide the day of his coming ? and 


who ſhall tand when be appeareth ? for be 


is like a reſiner s fire, and like fuller s ſope: 
and he ſhall fit as a refiner and purifier of 


filver : and he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, 


and purge them as gold aud. ſilver, that they 
AT... 55 may 
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1 Ls * 288 Wan come i ſuddenly. to 
bis. is. Temple. The diſputes, whether. this 
Temple » AHH: CORR: that which, Was 

| y after, the. Babyloniſh 


. ther mm beg by Herod, are n not ma- 


= terial; ; it is enough for us to know that 


S dedicated to the worſhip of 
God according to the Moſaic inſtitu- 

tions, was ſta n ding from the time of Ma- 

lachi to the time of John the Baptiſt— 
| that Jeſus was acknowledged by thoſe 
e Who had waited for the promiſes of 
| God" to be the Chriſt when firſt pre- 
| rg in. war's _— 3 that aan 


jy Jew, this bw 8 was e * 

other has ever been ſince rebuilt. In 
all the compaſs of the Jewiſh hiſtory for 
the intermediate ſpace of 400 years, no 
2411 8 a | perſon 
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| 3 l to whom this Pro- 
phety can be applied with any degree 
of probability; except to q ohn the ap- 


tiſt, ho appeared at the time which 
| had been ee e ior th com- 
bien ee To Fives it ee 5 
cloſely as to point out with ſingular pre- 
an his office and character, — the 
ſubſtance of his precepts and 


bs. $45 n en "If "ris Ries: 
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5 agondtully bus e om aal! ovine 


ax 1 were many proofs ; ſuffici 6 it 1 
er to have ſatisfied all the Jews, if 
their prejudices had not been of the 
moſt ſtubborn nature, that a Prophet 


ſimilar to Elias, and not Elias himſelf, 
was intended to be announced by Ma- 
charias, | 


lachi. The angel ent: (0 
made a Declaration. to this purpoſe tl 
moſt full and direct. At the time when 
he expreſsly ordained that the name of 


the promiſed child ſhould be Fobn, he | 


declared & expreſsly the nature of the 


ie ; 3 com- : 
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fas 1 | 
| continifiida which he was to execute; in 
the very Worts'of Malachib, „ and he 
ſhall go befote him the Lord] in the 


ſpirit and power of Elias, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and 


the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
juſt, to make — a people prepared 
for the Lord.“ When the diſciples of 
John came to Jeſus for complete ſatiſ- 


factien whether he was the expected 


Meſſiah or not, our Lord took occafion 
to give the moſt full and illuſtrious teſ- 
timony to the dignity of their maſter, 
and the molt clear deciſion of the point 
in queſtion®, And after the n 
transfiguration of our Lord upon the 
mountain, when Moſes and Elias, or Eli- 
jah, the two greateſt Prophets under the 

Law, had held a divine conference with. 
- him, our Lord expreſsly affirmed, “ Elias 
is come geen g e en __ TE n 
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© Matt, xi, 95 10, 11, a, 15, 14, I 15 Luke. vil, | 
26, N ; | | 
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but have done unto him whatſoever 

they liſted,” This alluſion 1 is conſideted 
as ſufficiently plain, for it is immediately 
added by the ſacred hiſtorians, that the 
Joby.the eu that he e of 


"The kn between gry! es 
aud character of the Elijah forctold by 
Malachi, and of John the Raptiſt as de- 
ſeribed in the Goſpels, is indeed exact. 
The Prophet declares. that Elijab was to 
come, before. the great and terrible day of 
the, Lord, which time bas ever: been 
underſtood to refer, in its primary ſenſe, 
to the complete deſtructton ol Jeru- 
ſalem by the Romans. The Evange- 
liſts aſſert, that whon. John appeared, N 
the day of. wrath was coming—the as 
was laid at the rout of the tree, Ma- 
- lachi predicts that a meſſenger ſhall be 
ſent 10 prepare tbe way of the Lord. 
Jobn exhorted the people to repent 
7 Tag | 4 Matt, xvii, 12,13. e e 
nd "3 -- 
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worthy 70 bear. In obedience to b 
requeſt f Him whom he knew to be 

the Meſſiah, John bap tized "Jeſus in the 
river Jordan, before 4 entered upon His 


+ . 5. 


with 'more than common earneſtneſs, 
& becauſe the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand, or immediately coming. From this, 
ind from other | Propheeics®, the Jews 
expected that Elias would be the pre- 
curſor of the Meſſiah, that he would 


5 publicly announce his a roach, anoint 
him King, and introduce hi im to the 


People. wn John was the voice e in 
the wilgerneſ, that® one "is on br 6 
tier bal, "him elf, whoſe "ſhots he He 


publick miniſtry, and teftified in the 


1 preſence of the affembled” multitlides, 
that «he ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcend- 
ing from heaven like a dove,“ (emble- 
matic of the character 5. the Chriſtian 


diſpenſation) and that it reſted upon 
Him,” whom he. declared to be the 
Lamb of God Which tin away che 


5 


855 TLlaian a, 73. FT 


A2 5 e ing 


King of Ifrael— even the Son of the moſt 
High.“ It is evident then, that the par- 
_ fieular nature of an office, or commiſ- 
ſion; and not the exact identity of a 
zerſon; was the beine which hae phy 
. had! in view. . 28 


1 8 4 1 "Ee ; 
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The e, « the N 8 the | 
declaration 'of Chriſt himſelf, explaining 
the nature of the miſſion' of the Baptiſt; 
and ſhewing the ſtrict reference of the _ 
Prophecies” to hind, agree preciſely; with 7 

his. ae. 3 ere and general 1698; ; 
| duets. "OY ta al aug bow HS ihe 


Ar [+ bn boi hat Das arr Roy's er 
The Enteral appentunde of John, his un- 
| remitting auſterity of life, his active 2641; 

his bold rebuke of vice, and his exhort- 
ation to the degenerate race of his coun- 
_ trymen, to repent of their fins „that they 
might avoid impending judgments, were 
circurnſtances perfectly ſammilar "26" the 
n of Elias. It is therefore "alfo evi- 
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dent, that the Prophecy of Malachi was 
fully accompliſhed in the perſon of John 


the Baptiſt, the meſſenger, or forerun- 
ner of the Meſſiah, who, in conformity 
with the; eaſtern, cuſtom of officers being 

ſent to announce the approach of princes 
and kings, preceded him, and prepared 


11 b 21 


i and be "ad: — 1 1 
1 particular attention to this laſk 
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* The Oe eden of Joſephus to the x nor Ta of- 
Jokn the Baptiſt agrees with the prophecy of Tiah - 
and Matachi, and the narratives of the Fvange- 
liſts. © Herod put to death John the Baptiſt, who 
was a juſt man, and had called upon the Jews 


0 be daptiaed/and. to, pradtiſe , virtue, exercifing 


beth Juſtice towards men, and piety towards God. 


And many coming to him, for they were wonder- 


fully taken with his diſcourſes, Herod was ſeizet 
with apptehenſions, leſt by his authority they 
ſhould be led into ſedition. The: Jews were of opi- 
nion that; the deſtruction of Herod's army was a 


pu n upon him for putting the Baptiſt to 


Lardner's Jewiſh Teſt, vol. vii. Ps. 116. | 


death. WH 33% Alesi 


Fee 1 4 F link 


(51 
link of che chain of Proph 
reached from Moſes to Malachi, as one f 
of the many cireumſtanees to prove the 
2 Preparation made for the Gol 

of Jeſu s Chriſt. 5 L 30} 5 0h 97 
Barf ou HH = 0 vinbbut 

During the int ade 400 yeats 
between this laft Prophecy under the 
Od Diſpenſation, and its fulfilment; 
| the ſecond Temple was indeed ſtand- 
ing, but it could not boaſt the vi- 
fible glory of Jehovah, Hke that which 
had diſtinguiſhed the firſt. There were ; 
80 peine means of enquiring the 
will ef God by means of the hy 
Prieft. The people obſerved the Ta 
of Moſes; but no Prophet aroſe among 
them. They were ſufficiently enlighht⸗ 
ened to look for their predicted Meſſiah 
with a degree of anxiety and impatience, 
that might have weakened their attach- 
ment to the Covenant, which it appeared 
to be the pleaſure of God to alter, if not 


to 3 And the ſeries of the Pro- 


N10 L 5 85 


phets cloſed with a direct promiſe of a 
c meſſenger in the ſpirit and p power of 
Elias,” (who had be n-moſt, diſtin 

by viſible marks of the Divine fay our) 
to precede the Lord, who ſhould come 
ſuddenly to his T emple ho ſhould 
be like a refiner's fire to; purify his 
people in his great and dreadful day, 
when all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, ſnall be ſtubble, and ſhall 

| burnt up. But to thoſe. who fear the 
name of God, he ſhould ariſe as the Sun 
VB: dener with healing in his 
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make his name great among 
the ng that! in every place incenſe 
Tos be offered to the name of God, 


ng, a pure offering.” ö 087100 
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The Prophetic D eferi ion of the 'Birth, 

haracter, 1, Suffering, Death, 
Neſirrectibu, | _ Mekong of the Mef- 

| fb, compared with his Hiſtory tenitten 
1 the Evangelifts yo Bis Aſcenſton | 


"mito Heaven" 54115 S959 colt 3 


80 lea ur, 7% fall a are the - declargions 

of Iſaiah relative to the coming of the 
Meſſiah, the nature of his kingdom, and ? 
the benefits reſulting. to mankind from 
its eſtabliſhment, that he has with, yery 
great . propriety been called the Evan- 
| gelical Prophet. One of his Predictions 

in particular can never be too frequently 


. 5 


(CHAPTER, TRE Nt 


1 0 1 1 


| plation-of the Divine will directed to 

done uniform courſe of circumſtances and 
events. The regulatity of its plan is 
unbroken, it is complete in its various 
parts, and it ſtands detached from other 


fubjects. It is a 2 ſtriking picture, of 
which the outlines are ſtrongly marked, 


and the colours are natural and lively. 
The form of enpreſſton is remarkable, 


for the Prophet ſpeaks of things to come, 
as if they were either preſent or paſt. 


Fully occupi by the importance of his 
ſubject, and carried forward to diſtant 
times, he flies over the interval betwe 
the prediction and its fulfilment, and 
vtites in ee manner of gre _ 


14 N SES; Py 20 


e 15 n wal rej n nen; 4 
man of ſorrows, and arhnuin > pul 


und toe bid as it were our Faces from bim; 


Wipe 


dre ik 84 * e Ks 15,1 „. 
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b ſites: of Bad, and afflicted. But be wr 


E,“ fer bur tranſgreſbons, he was 
bruiſed for our iniquities e the chaſtiſement 


of our peace. was upon him ; and with bis 


_ fripes\ woe are beuled. He was: oppreſſed, 


aud be was afflifted, yet be opened. not his. 
mouth; be is bronght as. lumb 10 the 


| flaughter, and as a ſbeep before her ſhenrern 
is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth, He 
was taken from prijon and from judgment > 

and who fhall declare bis generation ? for - 


be woas cut off out of the land uf the tiving: 


| for the tranſyreſſon of my people was the = 


frricken.”' Aud be made his grave with the 
wicked, and 10th the rich in hir death ; be- 
cauſe be bad done no violence, neither was 
any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleaſed the 


Lord to bruiſe him; he hath put bie | 
pref: when thou ſhalt make his ſoul an 9. 


fering for fin, be ſhall ſee bis ſeed, he ſhall' 
prolong bis days, and the : Oe of the 


fore 3 * bis band. He foul fee 


of 


of t he travail 'of bi ſoul, and 5 


fed: by his «knowledge ſhall. my rigbteous 
ſervant juſtify. many 3 or he) 2 bean their 
iniquities. Tberefore avi I divide him 4 
nw with the great, aud be ſhall. livi 
the ſpoil with: the firong; becauſe he halb 
poured out his ſoul unto death; and he was 
numbered with- the: tranſgreſſors; and he 
Bure the fin of many, ok wile mip 
och _ W N 25 bw hy * 
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This eee an 8 anticipa- 
; ba ſome of the moſt remarkable cir- 
cumſtances relating to the life and death 
of Chriſt, and the great benefits of his 
paſſion. And to prove that it was lite · 
rally accompliſhed in our Saviour, we 
need only bring together the parallel paſ- 
ſages in the ae 41 in . W 
WI ee r ae 7 
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"9 9h, * kn % xi. 57 Platt. vin. 10 a iv. x 5. . 
Galat. 1. 4. det. li. 24. r Tim. H. 6. Matt. | 
* i. 65. rt 38. 1 Pet. ii, 22. 2 Cor, v. 21. 


0 | Rom. 
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t „ 
keen ebe nnd fiel fu de, 
| ans himſelf declared, “the ſon of man 
had not where to lay his head; and 
though he had done ſo many miracles, 
yet the greater part -of / the ews be- 
lieved not on him.“ He was a man of 
ſerromus, and acquainted. wwith- grief; for 
* he, wept; at the tomb of Lazarus, 
mou ned 1 the approaching deſtruction of 
lem, and expreſſed continual ſor- 
ro 5 the: fins: and diſtreſſes of man- ; 
kind. Surely he hath borne our'griefs, for 
he was delivered for our offences, aa | 
was raiſed, again for, our-juſtification.” — 
He was wounded. fo aur tranſgreſſions, and 
bruiſed fares our iniquities,, tor © he gave 
91; ttt a, ad ERAS 7” 301 BOS 1 
2 — v. 18. "Math, Xxxvii. 87. 58. G 55: 
5 Mark xy. 27. Heb. VL. 23. 1 5 
I refer the Reader for ſome excellent remarks 0 on 
this Prophecy, to Paleys Evidences, vol. ii. . 
It is much to be wiſhed, that this very able Divine 
had applied the acuteneſs of his penetration, and 
the peculiar vigour of his underſtanding, to a full 
e of this NNN part of his iert PA, 
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res . 
«at 44 7 A * > $ 
p 0 82 3 : 4 
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Ns hinge . "_ him; 


and with lus ftripes che are bealed; for 


4 his own {elf bare our ſins in his own 
body on the tree, that we being dead 
to ſin, ſhould live unto righteouſneſs. 

The Lord hath laid on bim the iniquity of 


#s all, for he gave himſelf a ranſom for 
all.” OP 


 flifted, yet be opened not his month. When 


brought before the High prieſt, . Jeſus 


| held his peace -H was cut ont" of the 


tand ee od gran ee ä 
eh 


in the flower of his age. 


grave with the wicked, 3 Ib 
in his death, for when the evening, after 


his crucifixion, was come, there came a 5 
rich man of Arimathea, named Joſeph, 


and begged the body of Jeſus, and laid 


it in his own new tomb.”—He had done 


„ uialencr, neither: 1005 \any de geit iu bis 
mouth, for * he did no ſin, neither was 
yy found In his mouth. Ai ſoul was 

_ made 
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made. on offering. for. fin, for « God | 


him to be fin for us, who kney no fin.” =» 


By: bis knowledge « did the righteous ſervant 
(or. fon) Juſtify many, for «by. the rights · 
ouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 


all men unto. juſtification: of life. e 


divided the ſpoil with the great, f „for ( hav» 


ing ſpoiled Tire tale and powers, be 
mad of 


cified two thieves,” —He — 3 
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unto God by him, ſeeing he ever en 
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FPropbech, as ode esd nee of the 
trutli of Chriſtianity, Was Eminently di- 
played. And I cannot help "reminding 
"the Reader of anotHer inſtance in the 
caſe of a profligate nobleman” of this 
country, ho in the aft century was in- 
8 famous for His vices, and exemplary for 
his repentance. Upon the bed of death, 
be lifteried" with" eager” cbriögey to the 
ite, WhO illüſtratecd to him 
| e pallage of Iſalah, AY 
died a tr true Belieyer in an affieted anck 
perſecuted Savio tw. 
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nature of His kinge | 
fore obſeryed, form the leading ſubjects 
of propheticalinſpita ation. The teſti- 
mony of Jeſus is clearly, a. d moſt emi. 
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aſſert ion, We ſhalb now ſelect ſome ſcatt 
tered predictions, that mark with 28 
great exactneſs certain nice and diſcri- 
- minating circumſtances relative to the 
promiſed Meſſiau; and ſubjoin to each 
of them thoſe extracts fromthe writings, 
of tlie Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, which 
ſhow {their completion, Smet edt get - 
boot viitſegr bind tro 0 1 Darn 


The Prophet Micah. points, out the 

Place where the Meſſiah was to be born, = 
and the tribe from which hep 8 5 a yr | 
be line amv the thouſands. 7 Judaby Je. 
1 Lell be come forth 1 in Di 3H 


He ruler. in Ifraet... All 
1 15 mention that Jeſus. * 
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an undoubted fact, St. Faul = us, "i 
when he aſſerts, that it 22 ent our 8 
Lord iprang out of Judah. . 5 | 
e The Prophecies and thbir 3 — _ 
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foended: from David, and be . 

pure virgin. A virgin ſpall courtive and 


erh e, erbrechen 


e eh Jeſſe, andthe: Shut ef the Lord 
ſhall rift upon bim, and the ſpiris of wiſdom 


gk Tho" ere of Jo- 


5 y Holy NUR =V jen” Jeſus! was 
baptize ed by John in the 155 Jordi, 


3 * irit of God' deſcended like 4 dove, 8 
lighted upon Him.“ His lite an i 


AA fully' ſhowed that the Spitit o 


the Lotd, the Spirit of wiſdom and un- ; 
" reſt or rettidin 


derſtanding, did indee 
with him always, « for it was not of 
unto bim "Or meaſure. 25 „ th SE 
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. 8 as other 
approptiate epithets, gives him one that 
peculiarly. marks the Dr Ae heavenly 


1 Jens auen is given: en 


verumtut hall be upon hit ſhoulder : aud 


his name ſball be talted Wonderfuly Coumn- 


ſellor the mighty Cod, the tverlafting Fa- 
thery the Prince f Peact.— Thus our Sa- 


viour himſelf inſtructs Nic $,**that 
God fo loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son; and St. Paul de- 
clares what is indeed proved by the whole 
tenor of the Evangelical Hiſtory, that 
God hath in theſe laſt times ſpoken unto 
us by his Son.“ He declares likewiſe, 
« that Chriſt is the ond nh Get and 
the power of God that he is our peace, 
an A 27 ern of ns: Ros 
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before all things, and by him all 
conſiſt.—the brightneſs of his Taler 
glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon.“ The Evangeliſts v aſſert „that the 
voice heard from heaver 
_ baptized in the river Jordan, de- 
clared, This is my beloved Son. The 
government was given to him, for he 
caſt out evil ſpirits, lie 
Laws of nature by His miraculous pow- 
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image of- the inviſible. God=-that" he Is 
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1, when our Lord 


nd he had. all power Bun unto 


kit bot in heaven and e bk? AH his 
birth the angels, in their down of tri- 


umph, declared : peace on earth and good 
will towards men, thus celebrating his 


high and gracious office, as Redeemer of 
a ſinful world; and marking the charac- 
teriſtics of the mild and STIR re. 
n ons came to eſtabliſh. an at; 
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1 2 7505 the. eyes 1 he Mind [hall he ee 
4 the ears of the deaf ſhall be unſopped. 8 
Then ſhall the lame man leap as an hart,” 
and the tongue of the dumb Ang. Thy fol- 
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particularly of his el to the diſci- 
ples of John,? and which plainly refer to the . 
Prophecies, are confirmed by the Goſ⸗ 
pels, in the fulleſt manner. The blind 
receive their ſight, and the lame walk; 
the lepers are cleapſed, and wa Sew 
" boy: the dead are raiſed up. W 
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"Phe reid given i by the High prieſts 
to Judas the betrayer, is exactly ſpe- 
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Svängeliſts relate, that“ Judas Tſcatiot 
went unto the chief Prieſts, and faid 
unto them, What will ye give me; and I 
will deliver him unto you? And they 
3 with bim for U Pieces of 
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The cruel act W ee treat- 
ment, which he ſuffered previous to his 
death, is thus mentioned by Iſalahl. 7 
gave my back to the fers, and my ths 
to them fy plucked off the bait : I hid not 


my Face from ſhame and ſpitting. It is par- 
ticularly recorded © that they did {pit in 


his face, and buffet him, and that others 


ſmote him with the Pans of their 


His Patel kind of death, 67 TIER. 
nailed to a croſs, is deſcribed by Da- 


| vid. ni "They Nerd my bands and 0 feet. 
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I Tſaiah 1. 6. W l oh; 1 
m Pfalm xxii. 16. Matt. xxvii. 33. 0 


And 3 


<'the Jens crucified hn aii yd Hot 
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5 lar kind of drink that 
was offered him is mentioned Ukewiſe by 


a e 


David u. They gave me alſo gall for my 
meat, and in my thirſt they gave me vinegar 


to drink. The Evxangelifts 


relate, that 


. d e e p drink min- 
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Hartge wht: adfiidgeg''t to the ſel⸗ 
diers who attended his execution, is ex. 


actly ſtated in the Plalms*, tat 
garments: among them; and caſt bots: upon Py | 
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veſlure: Thus in the Goſpels it is parti- 
eularly mentioned, that they parted his 
raiment and caſt lots for His coat, as it 
was without ſeam, and woven from the 


top throughout. LOW 12f 7 
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The: manner of his internient in fore 
told by Iſaiahv. Tbat be ſoulu male his 
grave with the rich. Thus © a rich man of 
Arimathea, named:Jofephz took the bo- 
dy of Jrſus, and e his _ new 
tomb.“ Ie Nd 89 FH" 18 5 „ 
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That be mould riſe again, without 
being ſubject, to decay, is! the glorious 
declaration of the Pfalmiſt a. For thou 
wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt 
thou ſuffer thine Joly oue io ſee rorruprion. 
Thus, the angeb aſſures the women; (that 
Jeſus which was crucified-1s:TiHen. as be 
faid.” Pavid ſpake of, the feſurrection 
of «Chriſt; © hem God raiſed up, 
whereof,” ſaid! Sb. Peter When he ap- 


plied this h wei to Our rr #'we 
nennen 901 I 80 PH 
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The manner in which the Erangelifis 
| ſhewed the fulfilment of the Ga 
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? Iſaiah Unt. 9. Matt. xxvii. 575 38. 
4 Pſalm xvi. 8. Matt, : XXVIIi. 6. Acts ii. N. 5 
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by Chriſt is remarkable, for they applied 
them not with heſitation, as if they were 
doubtful as to har ſenſe, or undecided | 
ſertion bore the — and charafter of 
truth. They had. the molt clear proofs, = 
more particularly from miracles, that 
their divine Maſter was the promiſed = 
Meſſiah, and therefore were fully per- 
ſuaded that all the prophecies centered 
in him. They appear to have had, no 
conception, that this evidence could in 
the nature of things be referable to any 
one elſe, and therefore they preſſed the 
arguments drawn from the Old Teſta- 
ment upon the minds of the unconvert- 
ed, with all the ſincerity of conviction, 
and all the authority of truth. 


An Persone are encouraged, by the 
gracious example of our Lord himſelf, 
to ſeek the light, and the evidence thus 
brought to illuſtrate the character, and 
the miſſion of en the 23 of the 
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was deſirous of pointing out to them the 


t, 


in addition to 


his miracles and his precepts, could con- 


rm his divine miſſion, << BEGINNING 


AT MOSES* "AND ALL THE: PROPHETS, 
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The Og of the City ad Temple 1 


Feruſalem, and the Sub verſſon of tbe 
Jewiſh Government accoi ding to the pre- 5 
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tinguiſhed Prophets. Moſes, ſaw, from 


a remote diſtance of time, the peculiar 


calamities that would reſult from the 


diſobedience of his people. And, to cloſe 


the wonderful ſeries of predictions, our 


Lord denounced i in terms of pity and af· 
fection the approaching fall of the hol y ; 
city, and fixed the period of its com 
M3 plete 


tion of Jeruſalem, was a ſubject | 
preſented. to the minds of the moſt diſ- 
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os deſtruction, and the total 1 


ſion of the Jewiſh government. Upon 
this ſignal event the authority of Chriſt 


as a Prophet very materially depended; 


and as it took place within the time he 


: preſcribed, with all its previous, conco- 


mitant, and ſubſequent circumſtances, 


exactly as he had foretold, the whole 


train of occurrences Nen og ba 


his Tac =P. x Va 
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This ee which muſt au every 
_ that conſiders it attentively with 
he moſt exalted conceptions of its di- 
Ga authory forms an eſſential part of 
the Goſpel hiſtory," and is interwoven 


with the texture of its moſt important 


contents. It is recorded by Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. In regard to the pre- 
eile year in which their reſpective Goſ- 
pels were written,” there is a difference 
ON e Wy deep a it is 

N q uni- 
The carlieft nA  tave met with is hat 
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al 


onixerſathy: agreed! that they were all 1 


written and publiſhed ſome * ; 


the deſtruction of Jeruſalem- And it i * . 


probable that theſe Exangeliſts w. 
dead before that event took place. P 


unbelie ver, either of ancient 19 moder It # 


times, Jem or Gentile, neithet Julian, 
nor Celſus, nor Porphyry, neither Vol- 
taire, nor Gibbon, has ever had the te- 
merity to inſinuate, much Ib to main: 
tain, that it was forged, or interp 

after the vent! a, OY. 
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36 It appears ens n of St. 


Mark; that our Lord's dechratian oon. 


erning the buildings of the Temple, 
neg: f 03..021,5qz23-yidiogq Takes COW 
of Dr. Owen, who ſtates the Goſpel- Sl. Mat- 


thew to have been written R. D. 38. The lateſt 


account brings it down to A. D. 63. St. Mark 


1 his oſpe ef 61. St. 9 00 a | 
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There ſhall not be left-one ſtone upon 
another, that ſhall not be thrown down,” 
had excited/conſiderable alarm and anx- 
jety among his followers; and that as 
ſoon as he was ſeated on the Mount of 
_ Olives;! whither he immediately went, 
four of his Diſciples Privately. entreat - 
ed him to give them farther inform- | 
ation relative to „the time when all 
theſe things ſhould be fulfilled, and the 
eus which ſhould precede their: accom- 
pliſhment.” The parallel paſſages in 
Matthew and Luke plainly indicate that 
this enquiry reſpected the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, the Second Coming of our 
Lord, and the End of the world — events 
which they poſſibly expected to happen 


together. — and to which the reply of Our 
| Lord evidently refers. W $1999 vnd nt worls 
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ſtantially deſcribed by e by muſk ; 
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— which, ſhow the, fulfilment, of 


ey, we are not confined. to the ſtate - 


ment of Chriſtian writers alone, who; by .unbe- 
levers might be ſuſpected, however uncandidly, of 
diſpoũtion to bend the events to the predictions. 
We are happily in poſſeſſion of the moſt curious 


and valuable ſource of information. 80 far from 


rejecting the teſtimony. of . Fewiſe writers upon 


this/ſubje&, which they might naturally be diſ- 
poſed to repreſent in a manner honourable to their 


own nation, and diſadvantageous to the character 
of Chriſt, we appeal to the evidence of the Hiſto- 


rian Joſephus, who was remarkably diſtinguiſne 


by his attachment to his country, and his vene- 

ration ſor the Laws of Moſes, He was deſcended 
from the family who bore. the ſacred office of High 
Prieſt, he was a diſtinguiſhed. General in the early 
part of the laſt Jewiſh war; and after he was taken 


priſoner, was admitted to ſhare the confidence of 


the Emperor Veſpaſian and his ſon. Titus, with 
whoſe, approbation, as well as that of Kings A 
grippa and Herod, and other eminent and. intel- 
ligent perſons, he publiſhed the Hiſtory. of the 
 Warsof the Jews, His evidence is moſt full, par- 
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7 {- 258. 1 
; to the ſubject of this Prophecy. An 


nd in 
op n intereſting ſcene did our 
8 Lord 


ticular, and x6, and goes to the . of 
every point in this Prophecy. With ſingular care 
he has omitted to mention the name of Chriſt, and 
* n ap aqah preciſion he has illuſtrated his 
s. From his ſituation" as a General in. 
tue former e e the war, and a priſoner in thle 
latter, when he was conſtantly with the Roman 
commander, nothing eſcaped his obſervation. -No - 
perſon” who poſſeſſes the leaſt degree of candour, 
whatever may be his religious opinions, can have 
any fair objection to his teſtimony. None can 
plead, that he has given a falſe colouring to his 
narrative, for the purpoſe of favouring Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Diſciples. The important ſervice he has 
rendered to Chriſtianity is wholly unintentional, 
Confidering his yarious eſcapes from the moſt im- 
minent danger, and the partieular criſis at which 
he lived, he ſeems to have been raiſed up and pre- 
ſerved by Providence, to ſhow the exact accom- 
pliſhment of the Prophecy of Chriſt. If he was 
ignorant of Chriſtianity; he could not poffibly write 
With a view to promote its intereſts. If he was 
not ignorant of it, we may be certain from his 
min attachment to the mis of * and from 
ö | 1 N 
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that hat ho.nelates, is, drawn, rem him n e 
Power of itreß üble traths and isl p"tefim far 
more firong, and more une eptionable,;than, the 
moſt explicit mention of the name hg, d 
rde moſt laboured encomium on his words and ac- 
tions, For a full account of; Joſephus; and his 
Works, ſee Lardner, vol. vii. pu, 259) Kc. 


The curious details of Joſephus rs confirmed; in I 
many important eircumftances,/; by Tacitus the 
eminent hiſtorian, who. flouriſhed about thirty 


years after the deſtruction of Je 


that preceded it, and the report. prevaleut at that 
time, that a rulet of the world ſhould come from 


| dhe Eaſt. 8 He particularly. mentions: the large - 
army; brought by, Veſpaſian to ſubdue Judea, and 
a fact which ſhows the magnitude- 


take Je 


| and, the portanee of the expedition, 


Other Heathen authors may be mentioned, whoſe. 

account of theſe tranſactions is very much to the 
pipe The moſt remarkable are Philofiratus - 

i. * 5 and 


cuſatery. He ſpeaks 
of the ſtrength of the fortifications/of that city, the 

immenſe riches and; ſtrength of the Temple, the 
factions that raged during the ſiege, the prodigies 
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had: frequently before, in general terms, 
. | 8 — 


0 vo IT) e 


Heart 


God was pleaſed to manifeſt his anger. It dc 


appear that Philoſtratus copied Joſephus, as he re- 
Hates ſome things in a different manner. The ac- 


den Caius, who livel in the is 8 
By the former it is expreſoly related, that Titus de- 


clared after the capture of Jeruſalem, that he was 


not worthy of the crown'of victory, as he had only 
lent his hand to the execution of a work, in Which | 


count of Dion Caſſius, when compared with that 
of che great Jewiſh hiſtorian, is coneiſe and de- 
fective. Nevertheleſs; he relates all the principal 
tranfactions of the war—the conqueſt of Judea by 


Titus and Veſpaſian, the obſtinate and bloody re- 


fiſtance of the Jews —_ dhe yy — | 
and what is of meſt impo | 


— FRE 5 P 
of of the Temple by fre. Eyninof ange ae 
. 5 


5 n 2 
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In theſe pattieulars he ag —__ Joſephs; in 
others he differs fröm him ſo much, that it is very 


probable he never confulted His works—In Dion 
Caſſius and Philoftratus we have two' witneſſes 
unaequainted With Joſephus, who ſtrongly 


his teſtimony, and unite to illuſtrate Prophecy 


now under our conſideration. " Lardner's TS + 
vol. vil. p. 1140 vol ms. oy 5 1 


3 


1 
— 


I 3 q 
ing multitudes*. The divine charakter | 
of the: Hoes who med this Ow 
| a the: Pry manner in xovhich 
it was confirmed, the people who were 
the immediate ſubjects of it, the unpa- 
rallalad; calamiti ies denounced againſt 
them, and its ultimate referenee to the 
conſummation of the ſtupendous Chriſt- 
ian ſcheme, which was laid “ before the 
foundations of the world“ has been 
< witneſſed by all the Prophets from the 
8 ſhall. extend beyond 
this world's duration render the whole 


tranſaction. Res an 0 5 


e ful. 


2 cee well remarked, ut this bree, 
although delivered in private to the. Diſciples, 
plainly referred to many of our Lord's publick 
ſpeeches, Matt. xxili. 29—39. Luke xix. 41—44. 
There are likewiſe frequent references to the cala- 
mities that were coming upon the Jews. in ſeveral 
parables, Matt. viii, 11, 12. xxi. 18, 19, &e. xxli. 


1—7. Luke xiii, 0g. xiv. 17-24. 


Teal. 
>» T- ſhall-quote the whole Prophecy 
as ſtated by the three Evangeliſts, 
and only firſt obſerve; that whoever 
carefully reads this Prophecy, not 'only 
reads an exact recital of ſubſequent 
events, but finds them arranged nearly 
| in the fame Wale of time in which 1 
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His D is Diſtiples ta came to „ bim ae Newt Fra 
the buildings of the temple. And Fefws ſaid unto 
_ them, See ye not all theſe things ? oc N 1 
ſay unto you; There ſpall not be left here one 

None upon another, that ſhall not be thrown 
Aton. And as be fat upon the mount of 
Olives, the Diſciples came unto him privalely, 
Jaying, Tell us, when ſhall- theſe thin ys be ? 
and what ſpall be the fign of thy coming, and 
; of the end of the world ? And Fefus an- 
 fewered and ſaid unto them, Take heed that 
no man deceive vo: for many ſhall come 
In my e + N OIeS- — 


3 Aa D RD. {el | 
decerve- 


| 1 255 ] 19 
deceive. many. Aud ye ſhall: hear of wars, 
and rumours of wars : ſee that ye bie not 
_ troubled: for all theſe \things-mn/t come 10 
. paſs „but the end is nb yet. Fur natiosi 
ſhall rife againſt natiou, and kingdom againſt 
Kingdom and. there: ſball be famines,. and 
peftilences, aud eart haua kes, in divers plates. 
All theſe are rde beginning of ſorrows: Then 
hall they deliver. yon up to be afflicted, and 
Jhall kill you : and Je ſpall be hated\of all 

nations for my.name's fake. And then:jhall. 
many be-affended, aud ſhall ' betray: one au- 
other, and /hall hate one another. And many 
falſe prophets ſhall riſe, and_ſhall deceive 
mauy. And becauſe iniquity ſbail abound, 
the love of many fhatl\ wax cola. Bu he 
that ſhall endure unto the eud, the ſame ſhall | 
be\ſaved: Aud this Goſpel of the kingdom 
ſhall be preached in all the world, for a waits 
neſs unto all nations; and then fhall the end 
come. When ye therefore ſhall ſee the. abo- 
mination of "defolation ſpoken of by Daniel 
he Prophet, and in the holy place, (whoſo 
maden let 128 underſtand, ] then. let them 
2 


mn not." For \ as the ban comet out of 


A 2F- 5 1 
which be in Juden flee into the «mountains : 


let him ꝛohich is õn the huuſe-· top not come 


down 10 take any thing out of his houſe. 

Neither let him-4which is in the field return 
back to take his clothes. Aud toe unto:them | 
that are with child, and to them that' give 
fuck: in thoſe days 4 But pray ve. that. your 
flight be not in the winter, neither an the ſab- 


bath day : for then ſhall be great tribula- 


tion, ſuch as was not fince the beginning of 
the world to this time, no, nor ever ſhall be. 
And except thoſe days fhould: be ſbortened, 
elect s. ſake theſe days ſhall be ſhortened. 
Then if any man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo, here 
is Chrift, or there; believe it not. For. there 
ſhall riſe falſe Chrifts, and. falſe. Prophets, 


and ſhall ſhew. great ſigus aud wonders; in- 


fomuch that (if it were poſſible): they. ſhall. 
deceive the very elect. Behold I have told you 


before. Wherefore if they ſhall, fay unto. you, 


Bebold, he is m-the deſert ; go not forth: 


behold, he is in the ſecret chambers; believe 


the 


ſhall alſo ws "coming of 'the' Son of ma: i 
For\ ebe ebener the var/aje" 158 _ will 
the 928 a heyy Tagen - vw Ret, 
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manner cw yore ee 1 


here ! Aud Jeſus anſiwering ſaid unto him, 
Seeft thou tbeſe great buildings? e ee 
not Fu Tn ter me — that jb1 


gen is yy Tale — any man deceive 
yon: for many ſhall come in ny name, 
faying; T am brit; and ſhall do 
many. And when ye Sall bear of wars, 


4 


and rumours. of. wars,” be you not en 


e 


r 


«„ 2 


r 


late; d anbau ever Hull be: geven pom in 


lion f deſalatian ſpoken” of by. Davie) \the 
Prophet, flanding where it ought not, (let 


[ *58 1 


| Baca aun there: dai, di faminegy,ond 


troubles: theſe are the beginnings 'of Jarrews 
But take beed te your ſelves : for they ſhall 
deliver you up 10 councilo à and in the ſy- 
= gues ye ſhall be beaten : and ye ſhall 
he brought before rulers. and lings fur my 
fake; for 4 teſtimony againfi them. Aud the 
mee be: publiſhed among oll na- 
trons. Bui when they hall lead Dau, and de- 
— yon up, take na thought © beforehand 
what ye ſhall ſpeak; neither, do ye premedi· 


that bor, "that: peak yer fer it 16. nö je 
that ſheak, but the Bol Go. "New the | 
brother ſhall betray the brother ta death, and 
the fatherithe ſon; and children ſhall rife up, 
againfi their parents, ond. fhall cauſe them 10 
le pur to deuth. Aud ye ſhall be hate of 
all men for my\ tame fake . but he that 
ſhall endure: unto the end, the fame: Kall * 

faved.. But zuhen qe ſball ſee tbe abt 


ay that readeth: mndeftana,) then let them 
4 Wee . | that 


idea flee to the mountains: and 
| tet Tim that & on. the, bouſe-top not go down. 
iso the bouſe, neither. enter, therein, to take, 
| any. thing ont of bit houſe : an let him that. 
is in the field not turn back. agaiu fur to rate 
up: his. garment, But wae to. them that. are 
with child, and ta. them that. give \ſuck. in 
thoſe days.! Aud pray.ye. that your flight. be 
nat iu the winter. Fer in thoſe days Quali : 
be affliction, ſuch at aaf uot from, the begins 
ning of the creation, which God created, uu- 
40 this time, neither. ſpall be. Aud except 
that .the Lord bad ſhortened rboſa doys, ne. 
Reſh/hould be ſaved » > but for the elact's ſakes 
whom. he hath choſen, he bath ſhortened the 
days. And then, if any man ſhall ay to vou, 
La, bere 1 brit; or, in, be 8-there's, bes © 
lieue him not : for fable Chrifts.and folfe Pro. 
phets ſhall riſe, aud ſhell Ibm figus aM 
wonders, to ſeduce, if it were poſtbſes emen 
the eleft. Bus take ye heed © TS. 
INF you all * ST 
xx ou I. e 


% 


- was adorned with good 


Audi ar ſore Nate of the temple, bow it 
ones and et, be 
fad, As for theſe” things "which" ye behold, 
the days will come, inthe which rere ſhall 
not be left one None upon” another, that ſhall 
not" be thrown down. And they uſted him, 
' faying, Mafter,"but whey. ſhall theſe things 
be * and what ſign" will there be when theſe 
things Hall come 10 paſs: ? = be "—_ * Ge | 


things mit feſt come 70 paſt; dure os 3 
wot by and by." Then ſaid he unto them, Mo 
tion ſhall riſe "againſt nation, and king. 
againſt kingdom: and "great" ror por 
 foull be. 5 divers places, and famies, and 

eee be and great 


2 — —U — ñ — ä —ñ— — —— pal 
eu or . IS en ren y | 


1 and. parſer * Jen, * eee ay ; 
o the:; ſynagogues, and eine, 1 
brought before kings and rul 

fake. ld i. ſbal.tury in hun for a teli- 
nony. Hertie it therefore in your hearts, 
not o meditate before what ye ſhall anſiuer: 
for I will give. you a mouth and wiſdom, 
which all your adverſaries ſhall not be able 

10 gainſay nor refit, And ye ſball be be- 
trayed both by parents, and brethren; and 5 
kinsfolks, and friends; and ſome. of you ſhall 
they cauſe to be put to death. And. qe ſhall 
be hated of all men for my. name's ſake. But 
there Mull not an hair of yaur head periſb. 
In your patience paſhſs youyeur ſous. Aud 
when ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem compaſſed with 
armies, then know that the deſotation thereof 
is nigb. Then let them which are in Judea 
flee 10 the mountains'; and let them which 
are in the midſt. of it | Part. out; and, tet. i 
not tbem that are in the countries enter |; 
thereinto. For theſe be the days of ven- 
geance, that all things which are written 
81 8 14 may 
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are with; eh 


ud em Lhur give ſuck 


in thoſe"days"! for nere pull be Nen 40 
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As they dun fall by oh elle of the ſword, 


and ſhall hr led are ay captive ino al nations - 
and Jeruſalem ſhall be trogaow-down of he 
Gentiles, "until the" times Y, 1 9 37 be 
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| eicher impiouſly” aſſumed the name 


2 phets.” :Jokephus® re 


„or the character of infpited Þ Pro- 
relates, chat in the 


reign of Claudius Ake land was over. 
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ai ann. 1poRors, and e- 
ducers, who! dtew che eee een 1 
in multitucles inte ſolitudes and deſerts; _ 
to ſe the fgus and miracles they wn. 
miſed to ſhow by the power of God.“ 
Felix, and afterwards Feſtus, governors 
of Judea, judging theſe proceedings to 
be ide ehnmencement of a.:rebellion. 
againſt the Romans, continually ſent out 
detachments. of ſoldiers, and deſtroyed 
great numbers of the deluded popu- 
lace. Among [theſe impoſtors were Do- 
fitheus the Samaritan, who! affirmed: that 

he was ke Ohriſt foretold by Moſes; 
Simon Magus, he Haid (hat he aß. 
peuatd among the Jews as the Son of 
Gods and Theudasb, who prettnding 
to bea Prophet, perſuaded many of the 
peeple te take their goods and follow 
bim to the river Jordan declaring that 
be Was divincly commiſſioned; and that 
ee bn 
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tation prevailed in the R 


and biady condlifide.; Fore Emperors, 


fered violent deaths within the 58 
ſpace of eighteen 


ph gde. Many ang 858 


ples might be adduced; but- theſe. are. 
the truth of ys 
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©! But: when: ye ſhall bear 9; ars and 
commotions:: (or rumours , wars], be not 


terrified : for theſe things muſt of 1 10 


Haſs; 97 e Del. > 21410 434% 
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of, "Theſe? wars. and eee were as 
the diſtant thunder, that forebodes ap- 
proaching ſtorms. Previous to the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem the greateſt-agi- 


_ Pee Erogge, fer f. or 
by ſevere 


Nero, Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, 


onths. The Em- 
peror Caligula commanded the Jews to 


place his ſtatue in their Temple; and, 


was: CT bo dong een d ads | 
it not het for theſe events] —_— 


4s they, ſeemed, were only the — 
to the dreadful * tumultuous 


that followed. 70 
dn ie; wh ah, eng . NA þ * | 
nd Lade ogainf mation, e 


1 
, And 4 * * TA) wins), 


ere ” 1 _— to fl e 
we Jogk ol courſe to Jndea, und the 
e dee 
other ĩinſurrections and acts of national 
haſtility, it may be remarked; that at 
the time of the Paſſover in the year 39, 
when Cuttanus was Procurator of Ju- 
dea, there happened A violent tumult 
in Jeruſalem, in which many thoufands 

ese In Ce- 


effi * fares. 


L. 266 1 
ſarea, Scythopolis, Aſcalon 

and Damaſcus, there were the greateſt 
e diſorders, bau multitudes” hb 


is tne ee Ee ct nas bred 
1 f pooh Hy 901 
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And great hab ſhalt þ bei in divers 
Places, aud famines, aud peftilentes;. "and 
fees _— and fine, rom” 'Peavens: * 


f he hiſtory of thi: e is» n 
4 inſtances of terrible preſages of Di- 


vine vengeance. In the fourth year of 
the reign of Claudius, a dreadful/famine 
began, that extended throughout the 
Roman empire, and was moſt ſeyerely 
felt in Judea for ſeveral years. The 
Chriſtian Gentile converts, moved by the 
exhortations of St. Paul, ſent liberal con- 
tributions for the relief of their Jewiſh 
- brethren. And Helena, Queen of Egypt, 
l * rh of corn from that 

i * country, 


4 


** to alleviate heat diſtreſs, 
A particular account of this calamity is 
given by Joſephus ; who affirms, — 
many of his countrymen periſhed for 
want of food; and alſo by Euſebius, 
Oroſius, and Suetonius. Several hiſto - 
rians mention the ravages: of peſfilence; 
but the terror eccafioned by the un- 
common. earthquakes in divers places, —4 
them to a more detailed: account of the 
fulfilment of this prediction. Philoſtra- 
tus, in his Life of Apollonius*.mentions , 
the violent earthquakes which happened 
in the reign of Claudius at Crete, Smyr- 
na, Miletus, Chios, Samos, and other 
places, in all of which Jews were ſettled. 
7 acitus! mentions one at Rome in the 
ſame reign, and ſays, that in the reign of 
Nero, the cities of Laodicea, Hierapolis, 
2 Cel en were eee erde; 
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earthquake is mentioned by Suetonius, 
which happened at Rome in the reign 
of Galba. Joſephus w relates, that in Ju- 
dea at che beginning of the war, but be- 
fore Jeruſalem was beſieged by Titus, 
there was ſuch an uncommonly tremen- 
dous ſtorm of wind, and thunder, and 
| lightning, With 4 fearful noiſe of the 
agitated earth, as portended, in the opi- 
nion of many, the greateſt evils. 5 Many 
prodigies are recorded by the hiſtori 
of thoſe times, of much more ſtrange 
and extraordinary: nature n, which, whe- 
| actrua 6d g Or un 1 
72916 tit n 1. fo PLATES * 
e ch. Ind. Libri c 4. 
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80 wonderful were theſe. "qe tro that Joſe- 
pbus, not only mentions them particularly i in the 
beginning of his account of the wars of the Jews, 
but in the courſe of his narrative aſſigns a whole 
chapter to them, Iib. vii. e. 12. Lardner examines 
them, and weighs their probability with his uſual 
caution and accuracy, vol. vii. p. 89, &c.— I have 
ſelected thoſe only, in which Joſephus and Tacitus 
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the Almighty to manitel to his choſen 
people his protection and diſpleaſutes it 
| cannot be dee eee that 4 
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arr of Chriſt 
— be Acts of the Apoſtles 


ſhew how exa& y this prediction was ful- 


filled . St. Paul acknowledges that it 
had been his frequent cuſtom —— 
to his converſion, to puniſh, and to 
beat in the ſynagogues thoſe bs e- 

— St: Peter and St. John boldly 
ee ra ths Git bwin and Cai- ; 
of — converſion in the pre- 
ſence of the High Prieſt, and with the 
en intrepidi ene his cauſe at 
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» Ade i iv, vi, vii, viii, ak nt, pee" * 
23. Heb. x. 32. 2 Theſf. i. 3. James ii, 5+ 3 Pet. iv, 
1 2— The Apoſtles and many converts were beaten by 
the Jews, Acts v. 40. xxIi. 19. Paul was five times 
ſcourged by ihe Jews, and thrice beaten with ode, 
2 Cor. xi. 24, 25. James was ſlain with the ſword, 
| ARQs xii. 2. The Epiſtle to the Hebrews ſeems evi- 

dently to have been written in a great degree ta 
comfort Cbriſtians under e *. 32, 3 3: 
. 4, Ke. 2 113 l LN ew 
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Tk. 
the tribunal of the trembling Feliz, and 
the half. converted Agrippa. St. Stephen 

confounded the oppoſition of the Sanhe- 
drim, by the eloquence of his defence, 

is forcible appeal to the Prophecies; = 
and laid down his life in atteſtation'ef 
the truth, 1 multitudes of adver- 
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fol and: quaint Petſscutidw took place, 
_— St; Peter and St. Paul ſuffered 
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of the ele, if their divine Maſter 
had not at the ſame time Siven nn an 


bad undertaken to deßend. Gere it 
therefore in your hearts (that is, have per- 
fect faith, or confidence; in my aſſur- 


ances of aſſiſtance), no? 10 meditate before 
 what' ye ſhall anfever. For I will give you 
a mouth and wiſdomy which" all your ad- 
8 Jhall not be able to gainſay or re- 
0 1 . fit. 
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The Goſpel: mit t be ace 
„ran ni Sil ad noh bal. has 
bs to bn ted Ann d! 
It: mould be remembered, that our 
Lordi delivered this Prophecy only two 
— ame to the. W 


hinges — thai —— 


ſuggeſtions af doubt from the increaſing] 
appe@gances of improbahihty— the ü. 


portande and extent of the 
pointed?outtand> the; time of its eſtad 
bliſhment in the Gentile world exactly 

defined. Out Lord declared in the uit 


plain and express worde, thät the Gol: 


pel . muſt ee eee eee 


at a, particular period. This Prenching | 


of has new Revelation to the various na- 
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the Jews rejected the Goſpel; > 4Lut" ie. 


_ a ag of the original plan, orig Wig He” 
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raculous circutnſtarices; and 


Peter aſſerting with à ( jmikture of fü pfile ; 


and conyictibn, that ee the en- 


tiles alſo v was 1 but be 12 5 5 ws 


4 of c 5 3555 Ws fate 
to Chriſtians in various countries, are are a, 
ſtanding evidence of the ſwift propagh. 
tion of the Golpel, as they were addreſſed 
to converts made at different times be- wy. 
— fore, and at that time reſiding in Rome, 

gant . * '> Gal 
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Corinth, Galatia, Epheſus, Theflalonica, 
Pontus, Aſia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and 
other places. St. Paul informs his Ro- 
man converts, « that the Gentiles were 
made. obedient through mighty. ſigns and 
wonders by the power of the ſpirit of 
God; ſo that from Jeruſalem and round 


the Goſpel of Chriſt.” w_ to the Co- 
loſſians he obſerves, if ye continue in 
the faith grounded and ſettled, and be 
not moved. away from the hope of the 
Goſpel which ye have heard, and which 
was preached to eyery creature which is 
under beaven.“ Wide as the 60 ticlit gs 
of peace and good will towards men 
had even then been ſpread, the Apoſtle 
could not here mean that every creature 
under heaven had heard the Goſpel. 
The ſenſe of the paſſage evidently is, 
the Goſpel i is not, like the Moſaic Law, 
given to any one peculi iar people, but is 


addreſſed to every creature under heaven 


the hos Word may enjoy the. bleſ- 
7 IL Wn ſings 
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Gentile converts already made by = 
viſe" power of the Spirit of God, 

an inco! teſtible Poor? It is well — 
from various records, that the Goſpel 
was pr ached to Jews and Gentiles, in 
Greece, Arabia, Ethiopia, Syria, Aſia 
Minor, Judea, Italy, Macedonia, and 


many other places, with great ſucceſs, 


within the time predicted by our Lord. 
| Biſhop Newton ſays, It appears, from 
the writers of the hiſtory of the church, 
that before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
the Goſpel was not only preached in the 
leſſer Aſia, and Greece, and Italy, the 


great theatres of action then in the world; 
but was likewiſe propagated as far 'north- 


| ward as Scythia, as far ſouthward as 
Ethiopi: „as eee e e 


0 0 Dacktit ebener. Ms) 


5 relating 4 very ſtrong N Arn | 
20096 2291" SAHA M 4 19 29 
£099 1 3 6 © A fact. 


of this moſt joyful truth the numerous 


. 


* 
« . 


—— 


3 * 
— 


n 


r — 
2799 

—— 
— 7 
4. Wh = = 


6 N — _ 
» 7 ». 1 
* s 2 
* 1 
* 
* . 
cr TR. 8 
5 „ * 
— - jan n 2 
2 » +» — * 5 
ä Tre 2 fa”. EI IT 5 
2 5 Pe: = 
— rp Ren, be: 2 5 
— — — == — * —_—_— * 
: -- —_—_— 
* N 2 = > 4 a 
7 „„ = 


Nef 
* 
v3 HF 
«F(t; 
2:03; 
j 10 
ö + 
| | 
4 He 
N 
Wa 1 
«4 * 4 5 
oo 
G 4 
4 j LY » 
* i 45 
7 
. A. » 
4 1 2 
4 * * 118 
3 4 
2 
13 
N. 
4 $5 
* 8 
* 
4 


1 


fac. DO TANG that „dhe Chriſüad | 
religion, Which aroſe in Judea ſpfead 
over many parts of the world, and ex- 
tended to Rome itſalf, where the pro- 
feſſors l of it, as early as the time of 
Nieto amounted to a vaſt multitude, 
Theſeſ were the events predicted to hap» 
er near Jerpſslem,. 
and wei ſee they actually did take place 
within the time preſeribed. The burn 
ingo df Rome, wich gave occaſion to 
Tacitus to mention the Chriſtians; chan 
penedd in thel tenth} year; of the reign of 
| Nero; in the: ſixty · fourth year of the 
Chriſtian era, and Jeruſalem was nat de · 
ſtroyed N u Nu e 
vents 5:71 ni ne no 8 10 triad? 1819 
-Hiion un es Point ggg BY: 601 8 2 d 
ea If the ſwift: e of the Goſpel 
without the aſſiſtance of the-eſtabliſhet 
. powets:of the world, without the couan: 
tenance of the monarch, the app a- 
tit of the philoſopher, or the preju- 
diees of the vulgar, but in direct oppo- 
Bm „„ ſition 


of the — ine n —— 


which it furniſhes is ce 
more complete and more kings 
ſuch a denen was the ſubject of 


Prophecy; and as tliat Prophecy was 


ouncec under the moſt | unfavours 
arcumitances that can well be ima- 
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conſider Jerofalem. as 1 in af ſtate of Actual 
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Bir tohen ye. Ba ſeo und 
deſslution, ſpoken of ly Daniel abe Propher; 
fand in ne 500 place; or, when ye ſhall ſee 
Jer iſalem conpaſſed with armies; TROOP 
tha the defotation thereof in ibs n 
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4 28 1 
nunciations is thus cleatly 50 
and the armies mentioned could no 
| other than thoſe of the Romans. The 
images of khe emperor and the * 
| that were carried in the front of the le- 
gions, were regarded with E eee 
horrence by the Jeus, as they were 
ranked among the Pagan auge and 
reverenced with divine honours. Dur- 
ing the time that Pilate was governor ” 
Judea, the Jews were much offended at 
him for ſetting up the ſtandards of the 
legions, and made earneft ſupplications 
to have them removed. A ſimilar re- 
queſt was made to Vitellius, Proconſul 
of Syria, who had determined to march 
his army through Judea. Both theſe 
petitions were complied with, when the 
Roman nene. underſtood that it was 
y. to the Jewiſh laws to ſuffer 
images, which: were the objects of ido- 
latrous worſhip, to be brought into their 
country. They were, therefore, called 
wh the We and moſt ſtriking pro- 


priety 


tl ut 


« ad 


priety of language, the abomination-of de- 
folation; ſince the erection of them within 
the limits of the holy place, as Jeru- 
ſalem is emphatically called, marked the 
fatal deſign of the enemy to lay waſte the 
country, and expoſe it to all the ravages 
of war. 'T he Engliſh tranſlation And 
when ye. ſhall. ſee Jeruſalem. compaſſed 
with armies,” does not preſerve the ex- 

act ſenſe of the original Greek, which 

may more literally be rendered, „And 
when ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem encircled 
with camps. The words thus tranſlated 
correſpond exactly with the fact. Joſe- 
phus ſaysv, that * the ſeditious parties in 
the city ſaw with aſtoniſhment the Ro- 


mans meaſuring out the re: for 1 3 
camps in three plan. e e 


of 


Fur the. days ſhall come. upon thee, that 
thine enemies fall cal. a trench. about thee, 


and compaſs. thee round about, and 2 thee 
in on Ln fide. 


45 | 7 De Bel Jod lb. e.. 
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paſſed. Caine) N 5 encloſed: tlie Jos 
on every ſide; and although it was con- 
ſidered as an impracticable projet” to 
ſutround the whole city with a wall, 
Titus animated his army to make the at- 
tempt. In three days they built a wall 
of thirty-nine furlongs in length, with 
thirteen towers erected at proper diſ- 
tances, in which, as in garriſons, the Ro- 
zan ſoldiers were 125 , $1234 en VETS 
balonmons.. 119% 1 4: ME {OL 
Then let e 1 are in Fudea "A 
the mouutains, and let them "which are in 
the midſt of it "depart out; and let not them 
that. are) in ibe countries enter  thereinto. 
Fur theſe. be: the days of Vengeance, 1 that al 
things n are written. may be 3 * 
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his diſciples to expect perſecution as the 
trial of their faith, before hy X abomina- 


| 7 Ball, Jud. e. 2 . 
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| dnl deſolation was ſet up an 


bei: But to mark the more ſtrongißy 
the wrath of God againft the dee und 


that ct were the days of venge 3 
predicted by Moſes and the Prophets] 


in caſe of their rejection of the Meſfiahy = 


were to be ſaved from the calamities de- 
nounced-againſt Jeruſalem. On this oc- 
caſion the diſcriminating hand of Pro- 
Lidence was to be unuſually apparent? 
Then ſhall tum be in the: field," the:one/hall 
be taten, aud ther other left. Two women 
fall he grinding at the mill, ibe one ſball bg 
token; ibo ather left. And the eſpecial 


we by which elicywers to fave tem: 
ſelves from the approaching dange 


their implicit obedience and — 
en * 
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ſafety are recorded by many vriters of 
| that age; by whom it is aſſerted, that 
= none of the Chriſtians periſhed in the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem.” Ceſtius Gal- 
us, ho firſt aſſaulted Jerufalem, might 

with eaſe have taken it, the Jews not 
being prepared for a ſiege, and have put 
an end to tbe war; but, without _ 
apparent reaſon, he — raiſed” ti 
ſiege. Joſephus obſerves, this as 
forded a happy opportunity pee of 


city, 28 from a hip: chitin Gnking: * 
Under the a of Jews thus mentioned 


wards known to hive ſurvived the . 
prediction af heir ca ac Wn 
_ ns puns as ae that nt" a ; bai 
_—_ =_n b. H. 6 20% Þ off mon 2515 
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Fusse ned by Agrippa, ie ie 
only an ally of the Romans, but dif- 

poſed to be a friend to the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity. There they found a ſectire 
retreat from the ſtorm that was burſting 
upon their devoted country ; and when 
Titus was leading on his army tòô Jeru- 
ſalem, a great number of the inhabitants 
of] ericho retired from that city alſo to 
the mountains. But the difficulty of 
ſubſiſting in the mountains, and the 
dangers to which the Chriſtian 4 ews 
were continually expoſed from the ha- 
tred of their countrymen, | and the fury 

| of the Romans, required. that the days. | 
ſhould. be ſhortened for tel preſerva-· 
tion. Accordingly, we find Titus, con · 
trary to the advice of his officers, re- 
ſolved to take the city by ſtorm rather 
than by blockade the infatuated Jews 
weakening” their force by diviſions and 

mutual flaughters burning their pro- 
viſions, which might have laſted many 
| e e their ſtrongeſt hk 
"fl 
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| GIAN deſolate, and the cities « were not 
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gain does out Lore td refer to Ar 
Prophecies, and x the time of their ac 
compliment. = The land was 1b to 


to be laid waſte, But amidſt the hort 


of this ſcene, Which impiety and obſti- 
: nach Ha had prepated for this guilty people, 


the belpleſs l and ae die 
freſfes of the feebler ſe x called fort 


pathetie Jamhration" em 6ur- To 
a Diteful indeed” Was the lot of thok 


en Tl THI D105: 23680: 03- 4 * 
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Hitler TS whoſe 


of a ſiege. Sep — the 
houſes were filled: idioms; and chal- 
dren,who periſhed with Hunger; and that 

ſuch Was the mereileſs rage of famine, 
that mothers were ſeen to ſnatch the — 
from their dying infants. The memo- 
rable inſtance of the lady, who — | 
the feelings of a mother to the love of 
exiſtence, was mentioned hen we/exa+ 
mined. the Prophec 
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other examples of the; 3 pits ick- 
edneſs and the extremity of ſuffering 15 
| terwards duplayed during the fiege, hoth 
in this predictive ftrain of pity, andwhen, 
bending beneath the weight of his croſs, 
he checked the Jamentations. of the 
daughters of Jeruſalem' for his. ſhare 
in the ſorrows which this: TngrnGe; of 
Ow: eee muff | 
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1 1 286 1 | 
; s on: N ely directed t them 1 rather to 


3 the impending miſeries which 
more immediately related to en 
| their MR . Wr nee 


er $ 4. IS: 13 1 P. * 


u 20. fence the beginning of the n, to 
ny," ive? e 

x 10 Though the hiſtory of annie all 
farniſh numerous inſtances of the hard- 


ſhips and ſufferings to which the inha- | 


bitants of great and populous cities have 
been expoſed during a protracted fiege, 
yet we may venture to affert, that the 
detail of the horrible diſtreſſes related by 


an eye witneſs of the ſiege of Jeruſalem, 


exceeds any deſeription that can be 
found in any other author, both in the 
nature and extent of the miſeries to which 


it was ſubjected. Joſephus himſelf re- 
marks, «that all the calamities that ever 


befel any other nation ſince the begin- 
ning of the world. were | inferior to thoſe 


159 | which 


Then ſhalt be great eee ane "as 2 


this tf rden liert hiſtory. And 
this fact is corroborated by the opinion 
of their enemies; who aſcribe theſe extra- 
orditagy: v1 has character of 


ation- of their vun opprefilen; and cruel: 

ty. Qur s emphatic words therefore 
need not, 2 as hyperbolical, 
but as intended to mark that peculiar 
accumulation of woe, which the pecu- 
liar aggravation of the ſins e 


ba "There ſal | oi 4 Chrite and. falſe 
Prophets, and ſhall fheww great ſigut aud 
wonders, tnſomuch that, if it were Paß 
N ee 7”. . dee 
* . vet 8 PA 
| and wonders, ona, xe}. Tipare, when ſpeaking of 
the falſe Prophets foretold by our Saviour. 4 If they 
ſhall ſay he is in the deſart, go not forth,” Jpſe- 


phus ſays, they drew many people after them into 
the N - Tillotſon, vol. xiii. p. 118. 


T eſe 


Ur iron werndd bot ie cirurnſtane 
which happened du 
tyrannical z 

Joſephus , . ſuborned many falſe Pro- 


A 


phets to declare, that aid would be given 


to the people from heaven. This was 
done to prevent them from attempting 
| to 8 org ear u, with Len- 


tuated — — to ſee, 
nor reaſon to judge, regarded neither 
the infallible denuciations pronounded 

6 un antient Propliets,\ nor the clear 
prodigies that indicated the approaching 

| n But to guard the Chriſtians 
againſt the expectation of his perſonal ap- 


pearance at that time, Gu, Lord ex- 


_ prefily declares, that as the Tighthing 
cometh. out, of . and ſhingth « even 


? 
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unto the weſt, /o ſhall the coming of the 
Son of man be. So, ſudden and ſo uni- 
verſal was to be the diſplay o his per 
at this momentous. period, When 
ſceptre was to be removed from Judah 
and the whole world called to « non 
aero! of God a Chr 


en, e ohings. anbiah; Wt, behold, the 

days will come, in the which there ſhall not 
be le eft one font * noi ber, that a" 10 
Be thrown down. * $4 49h A 2 
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We — 5 en that c our Lord * 
detifively pronounced the deſtruction of 
the Temple, in a time of profound tran⸗ 
quillity, hen this ſpacious, ſtrong, and 
magnificent edifice was held in univer- 
ſal honour, and ſupported not more by 
the enthuſiaſtic attachment of the Jews, 
than the general veneration of the Gen- 
tiles”. 7. N the Roman General, des 

ih " clated, 


"oF | The Temple was four frlons in de | 


. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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uncil of war, his reſolution 
to preſerve the Temple, and in his ſpeech 
to the Jews he expreſſed the ſame de- 
ermination. But the Almighty had de- 


Creed its fall“. And now, ſays Joſe- 
Phus“, the fatal day approached in the 


lution of ages, the tenth day of Au- 


guſt, emphatically, called the day of 
ON: in Wen the firſt Wan 


| Guare = one 1 on each nde. : In Us front 


were large and lofty galleries, ſupported by rows of 


maſſy pillars. It was a hundred cubits in height. 


The pillars were one hundred and ſixty-two in 


number, each twenty-ſeven feet high, and in thick- 


neſs as much as three men could embrace. The 
ſtones made uſe of for this building, were twenty 
five cubits long, eight in height, and twelve in 
width, Their great dimenſions and ſolidity make 


; the Prophecy the more Ry Win 
vol. ili. p. 16. 


: = TWO . the 4 | 


in reducing the remoter cities of Judea. Hoſilities 


were ſuſpended during the third year, by commo- 


tions at Rome. TOO was taken: after a Cloſe 
* of five months. 


* * Jud. lib. vi. C. * 1 had 


* , 


| With eee 0 
in to extinguiſn the — a ee 
no effort, not even the riſk of life itſelf 
to ſave that ſacred ediſice on 
vainly r reſted their ſecur 


ty. Titus, 1 m- 


formed: of what: had happened, haſtened | 


tendant legions. But i in vain he wave: 
his hand, in vain: he raiſed his voice, 
commanding his ſoldiers to er er 
the fire; ſo great was the clamour and 
tumult, that Wai eee even 
to him. Rage and rancour againſt the 
Jews hurried on the exaſperated No- 
mans with irreſiſtible fury 
en down in the avenues of the 


oy 0 Joſephus ſays, he declared bimfelf abhiated by 
a « Divine impulſe. e 1 1 131 : 4H f TIS | 
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which they 


any were 


multitude of erat bc 


Fan 


Temple — 1 any fell among the burning 


and resse ruins of . bre gal- 


m by thoſe 


WhO followed Mid enger for plunder 


and for ſlaughter numbers of the dead 


and dying Jews were heaped about the 


altar, which now afforded no he REES 
and ſtreams of human raved 
through the outer ton fad 


0 aue e 
had fled at the command of an impoſtor 


to a gallery yet ſtanding without the 


Temple, periſhed at once by the relent- 
leſs barbarity of the ſoldiery, who 5 it 


- _ and wut vas” none to e 


15 3 th Oo! EAST 
| * Titus "A; it 1 bo wh 
force the obedience of his troops, he pro- 


ceeded to the inner Temple. Struck with 


the grandeur of the architecture, and the 


magnificence of 'the| decorations, which 
ſurpaſſed even its fame; and obſerving 
that the fire had not yet caught the 


e he renewed. with redoubled 


2 


But — nienaces nor intreaties od 
avail. While he was intent upon the 
means of its preſervation, fire was actu- 
ally: applied: to the door- poſts of the 
lace — ene eee. the 

us was e 0 0 on 
remained to check — — 
e enſued. Neither the 0 or be 


ſhrieks of deſpair, the vas. f the dy- | 
3 of the buildings, the t6fiy hill 
on which it ſtood appeared to a diſtant 
ſpectator, as itielf burning dun its ann | 
dations in one terrific blaze.” 1 
IHE 15 0 3. | Thus, 


E 2941 


Thus, according to the . ſure word 
of Prophecy was this Temple com- 
pletely deſtroyed, though it was equally 
the Wi, unsitbe⸗ endeavour of the con- 
queror, and the conquered, to preſerve 

it. The extreme rigour of the Roman 
diſcipline, and the prompt obedience of 
the legions to the voice of en com- 
mander, was in this inſtance violated; 
and eee wo. 4 — of 


Naddel eee n derer 
een Doftiot on 3015 (1397 on 


2 


Re 
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„Titus, Aue Wes 0 oy; 
not yer folve. in the" conflagration, 
again offered the wretched inhabitants 
their lives, upon condition ae l : 
down their arms.—The' flames were 
rapidly advancing — the” eule were 
crouded with en and dying eee 6 
of „ mine, and 


- 


'S 4 * + ik. 
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wards of 2000 perſons having laid-vios 
lent hands on themſelves, or killed one 
another by conſent, beſides the number 
killed under pretence of ſedition, or in- 
tended deſertion, by ee which 
zerned - the city yet did the deſ- 
eres, madneſs of their leaders oblige 
them to reject theſe terms of mercy. 
AIncenſed by the inſolence of a peo- 
ple whom he conſidered as already con- 
quered, the Roman General gave per- 
miſſion to his ſoldiers to fall on them 
with fire and ſword, and to make the 
beſt of the ſpoil. - Now was the tre- 
mendous cup of wrath poured forth in 
all its Diess magination nſkiſaks 8 
from the detail of ſuch unprecedented 
horrors, as Joſephus aſſerts to have con- 
tinued many days—he alone who ſaw 
the dreadful realities could paint them 
with the force of truth; and to his de- 
ſeription I refer thoſe readers who require 
more evidence of the eee mi- 
a r this memorable cata- 
a | 0 et wes ſtrophe; 


remarks . There never was a city 
that buifered n nee or a rage: we 
who ſo abounded in — B 
am of opinion, that if the Romans 
had delayed to deſtroy theſe impious 
wretches, the city would have been 
ſwallowed up by an earthquake, over- 
whelmed by the waters, or conſumed by 
re from heaven, like another Sodom; 


2 angles pee wth 0 
ground, and they will not O08 7 thee one 
- ons _- ene E * r . * 


5 . * 
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7 When the !ſoldiers bad teen 
their horrid work of blood nd a plunder, 
Titus ory to demoliſh the f fou 
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74128 1 a 2 Ball, Jud, hs Te c. 10. 
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thigh cy ee a le. 
But, that poſterity might jud of the 
Nauen nes, of his conqueſt, he left 
| inding as monuments of 
— Arength and greatneſs oft 
the eity; and alſo a part of the weſtern 
wall, which he deſigned as a rampart for 
a garriſon, . to — furrounding coun»: 
try in ſubjection. All the other build- 
ings: were completely levelled with the 
22 45 When Titus — to 
| alem in his way tom: 6 
Egy por and beheld the ſad 1 
he bitterly lamented. the cruel: neceſſity 
which! "had compelled him 0 eee ſo- 
M13) Babette ns. 0Þ benennen 49; 
1. i Lend 1a, aa keit th. 
the Jewiſh Talmud, that Terentius Rufus, an offi- 
der in the army of Titus, with, a ploughſhare tore 


up the foundations of the Temple, and thus. rer 
. folfilled the words of, the Proj het = 
a 


ain of inet phe of the. 
feet o Mini s399 ebe vow 0 


OW o's m | 


| addreſs his 4 
thetically aſks; ** What is become of.our 
city, which was believed to wot inhab 
by Jod? It i 18 rooted up trom the very 
foundations; and the only monument of 
it at is est, is the camp of th 


N anbau, N r 
ſeo d, . be ted captive Pine ua 
ne b H gs ec nn eee 
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| Tbe comberithds 1 during the 
fag amounted to eleven hundred thou- 
ſand; and the number of captives to 
ninety-ſeven thouſand. Theſe were not 
all inhabitants of the city; for the Jews, 
according to their Law, had aſſembled 
from all parts to celebrate the feaſt of 
unleavened bread; and, in conſequence 
of the rapid advance of the Roman 
army, were ſuddenly prevented from re- 
Art „ turning 


— 


Fr + 
pon them. This circumſtance will ac- 
count for the great multitudes that were 
ſhut up in the city during the ſiege; 
and to the vaſt crouds of people thus 
unuſually pent up, does Joſephus im- 
pute the plague, and, in part, the fa- 

mine. Of the priſoners Titus reſerved 


* 


the moſt handſome youths, and Prin- 1 


cipal perſons, to adorn his triumphal 
proceſſion on his return to Rome; and 
preſented many to the governors of the 
pProvinces, to be expoſed during the pub» 
hc n. to en n e en to 1 n 
308 
: Ceſtivs, i in order to convince om that hs 
ought : not to deſpiſe the Jewiſh nation, deſired t the 
prieſts to number the people who were aſſembled 
to celebrate the paſſover when he was at Jeru- 
ſalem: and there were found to be three millions 
of Jews, including women and children. The 
aſtoniſhing numbers of the Jewiſh people was the 
ſubje& of Prophecy. See Chap. II. But to con- 
firm this account as merely an hiſtorical fact, we 
need only look at the W ie of 1 8 7b in 
3 and Pekin. „ Ve f 
No 6 | b He | 


| Eo 4 

Her ſent thoſe who were more W 17 
years of age to labour in the publick 
works in Egypt; and thoſe who were un- 
der that age were ſold for ſlaves, and ſent 
into different parts of the empire. But e- 
leven thouſand of theſe miſerable captives 
were abſolutely ſtarved to death, by the 
eareleflneſs or cruelty of their guard. 
During this war with the Romans, one 
million three hundred and fifty-ſeven 
thouſand, fix hundred and ſixty, are par- 
ticularly enumerated as flain in different 
places, which are mentioned; and num- 
bers of every age, ſex, and condition, 
are mentioned as having periſhed at dif- 
ferent times, and in different ways, be- 
ſides theſe Which are e enu- 


clade cam he ot 
: beſt. towns in Judea were ſacked and 
F eee. men ok wy the 


1 De Bell. Jud. lib, 'C e.g." 
by Newton, vol. ii, Dif; 18. RES. 
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Ty 

ſword in battle, beſides an infinite mul-- 
titude Who periſhed by famine, and fick- 
neſs, and fire; ſo that Judea was almoſt. 
ere and an almoſt incredible 
number of every age, and ſex, wate: fold. 
; ike horſes; e pes ed over the face 
_ rr een Dogma 
© Jeruſalem ſhall b An abi 58 a of th 
Gentiles till the times ar Ho Gentiles m—_— 
| " e 5 en 1 2 | 
TIE 7 4 Stan, 20 
When! dria Vigted the e 
of the Roman empire, and found Jeru- 
ſalem a heap of ruins, forty- ſeven years 
after i its deſtruction, he determined to 
rebuild it; but not exactly on the ſame 
ſpot. He called the new city, Rlia, 
after his o-n name, placed a Roman: 
Jupiter Capitolinus, in the room of the 
Temple of Jehovah. This profanation 
of the Holy Place was the great cauſe of 
the rebellions and ſufferings of the Jews 


on — - — — ———— — —— ——— 
ma” 1» ne —— — A oe N —_— N 
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* 
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was once more e by; them and 


burnt —Adrian rebuilt it—re-eſtabliſhed 


| y—ordered: the ſtatue. hd 2 hog 


rence) to be ſet up over the gate that 
opened towards Bethlehem; and pub- 


liſhed an edict, ſtrictly forbidding any 
Jew; on pain of death, to enter the city, 
or even to look at it from a diſtance. 
Thus the city remained till the time of 
Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian emperor, 


who greatly improved it, and reſtored 
the name of Jeruſalem; but the Jews 


were not permitted to reſide there. At- 
tempting in vain to get poſſeſſion of 


their capital, Conſtantine cauſed their 


ears to be cut off, their bodies to be 


marked as rebels, and diſperſed them 


over all the provinces of the empire, as 
fugitives and ſlaves. The Emperor Ju- 
lian, from enmity to the Chriſtians, fa- 


voured the Jews; and, in the vain hope 


of contradicting the Prophecy concern 
s ing 


ing it, n ebitild dhe; Dem- 
ple, but was nitoutduSyplenct and 
obliged to defiſt from the undertaking®. 
Jovian revived the ſevere edict of Adri- 
an; and the Greek Emperors continued 
the prohibition ; ; 10 that the wretched 
Jews uſed to give money to the ſoldiers 
for permiſſion to behold and weep over 
the ruins of their Temple and City, par- 
ticularly on the return of that me- 
morable day, in which it had been taken 
by the Romans. In the reign of He- 
raclius, Choſroes, King of Perſia, took 
and ey it ; but Heraelius * 


20 \ This n of Julian was made A.Da$6s, 
and i is recorded by Ammianus. Marcellinus, a con- 
| temporary. Pagan Hiftorian, lib. xxii. C. 1. It is 
| likewiſe mentioned by ſeveral Chriſtian writers of 
_ - the fame century. For full proofs of the miracle 
by which this attempt was | defeated, ſee War- 
'burton's Julian.— A ſimilar project was formed 
by the conſpirators againſt Chriſtianity in France, 
and the project 8 See Barruel's Memoirs of 
Jacobiniſm, P. 185. : 


e Fenner 
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— nos Jeraſelenr” to! 4 
the Sarucen Caliph; who built a moſque 
upon the ſite of Solomon's Temple. It 
remained in the poſſeſſion df the Sa- 
racens above 400 years, and then was 
taken by the Turks. They retained it 
till the year 1099, when the Franks 
took it under Godfrey of Bouloigne, 
General of the Cruſaders. The Franks 
kept poſſeſſion 88 years, that is, till 
118 7; when the Turks, under Saladin, 
tetook it by capitulation, and with _ 
it has 6 over ince's" ey TEE: 


Thus literally: 1 this ebenen 
hitherte afled- l- gerbglem at been 
thus conſtantly trodden down of the 
Gentiles—the- Romans, the "Saracens, . 
the Franks, and the Turks Its antient 
inhabitants bare boen - expelled, and 
A — it hol 1 nd 
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„But the Wa ARg of. this. pre- 
Nos « fill the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled,” indicates that it 
be trodden down for ever.— 


1 , 
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- Hitherto the: wi A of this Pro- 
phecy has been found clear and expli- 
cit; and Hiſtory has — proved 


parts in their firſt: Sinks and vefordtice: to 

&ion of Jeruſalem. We nom 
come to the t bold figures and ſtriking 
images of intel diction, ſuĩted to the 
deſigned obſcurity of a Prophecy, which, 
while it foretold * 986 which 


REN”. -- Were 


= 


curate fulfilment-of thie nnn it 


the eſtabliſhed Gigns of certain ideas; 


\ - 


_ 
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were at bite to prove the diy 
diſplay / the power of the Meftiah to 
Jews and Gentiles,” on the firſt eftabliſh- 
ment of his kingdo m, revealed! in awful 
terms the g ek ſhall precede the 
fecond coming 'of- our Lord, at a then 


diſtant period, and the manner, the pur- 


mou and the an Eonſequeiices 15 Fas 
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The confiderath ion of this Prophecy, as 
it relates to events yet future, muſt be 
referred to another part of this work: 
my preſent buſineſs is to prove the ac- 


= to events which: are * 


bh was * 

, 7 * T . c * 2 * © 1 1 4 
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et Ie: Waben e oy: many learned 
men, that the language of Prophecy is 


not of that vague and uncertain — 4 


cation, which infidelity ſo 
it to bis: bait b 


en were 


ana! hat thus. the Prophetic language 


* | | may 
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may be clearly underſtood by thoſe who 
are converſant in this ſpecies of writing. 
For inſtance, great and extraordinary 

political revolutions, ſuch as the fall of 

| kings and the overthrow of governs 

ments, are repreſented by the antient 

Prophets, by changes in the courſe 0 
nature, and diſorder among the heavenly . 

. bodies extraordinary cotinotions a 

mong the lowefl claſſes of people, by 
the raging turbulence, and roaring of 
the fea. And our Lord' in the follows 
ing Prophecy uſes the ſame metaphors | 
wit me s . SY Bu" 4 
8 $M 50098 8 08 
hob after: Py as an be 
1 amidſt ) the "Yribylation” * —4 
days, Mall the fun" de dur benel, aud fe. 
moon ſhall not give her light, and inning 
ſhall” fall from heaven, and the *powers'of 
the heavens ſhall be ſhaken. Aud tben ſhall 
. eee een 


; . ; "$4 i 
r | „ aud 
* 4 d , 
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failing chem for fear, aud for looking after 


t - 


= A halle tbe'ithibes: 8 
mum, and they ball ſes the Son f man 


coming in the clouds of heaven with: power 


and great glory. And be ſpall fend. bis an- 


gels with à great ſound of a: irumpet, and 
they ſhall gather together bis elect from the 


Joun winds, from one end beaven to the 
other, Theſe are the words of St. Mat- 


thew e St. Mark“ uſes nearly the ſame 
expreſſions; but as St. Luke varies a lit- 
boa. I ſhall inſert his relation 


C7 * 
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Ad there doe gn in the un, and 
in the moon, and in the ars; and upon the 
earth -aifireſs: o, nations, . with. Her plexity; 
the ſea aud the, waves roaring; men's hearts 


thoſe . e are ws þ an the! earth. 


* Mark xiii. 1 5 xe. 
1 Lake i. 85) Ge. e tn 
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b ꝛo hen theſe things begin lo come | 
to DG then look up, and lift up your Na 
for wb nee Wan _ | 


. Note a 2 e of the 8 £ 
When his branch is yet tender, and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that ſummer is nigh; 
fo likewiſe. ye, when ye ſhall ſee all theſe 
things, know. that it is near, even at the 
doors. Verily I ſay unto you, This gene- 
ration Jhall not paſs till all theſe things be 
fulfilled". n, Heaven and earth b ſhall paſs, away; 
Aut” br ro bra ater cf 


* Int: xxiv. 32, K. | 1 
It has been objeRted, that the words “ un * 
de fulfilled,” muſt refer, in their primary ſenſe at 
leaſt, to all the events predicted; and Chriſtianity 
was not v 2b ly eftabliſhed' in peace, ſecurity, and 
power, till Paganiſm fell from. the throne of the 
Ronian world, in A. PD. 412. | The context will, T 
think, remove this difficulty. By the parable of 
| the fig-ttee our Lort afſures his Diſciples, that the 
agnus immediately preceding the deſtfuction of Je- 
rafalem ſhould be fo Plain, that the moſt common 
attention to * events would enable them to 
30K | a 


OY 8 N 
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ar in tbe days that were before the | 


rbey were eating aud drinking, marrying aud 
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe 
cuered into the ark, and knezw not until the 


| os and any the command to, watgh., | 


= " in 310 Tf 
that. day-and bour [when the heavens and 


earth ſhall paſs away] kuotetrh ud man, 
uo, not i be angelt of heaven, but ny Father 
only. But as the days of Noe were, fo ſhall 


wife the coming of the Son of man be. For 
50 


4 


8 fre . to N the en job en he 


had as Plainly foretold ; and immediately. adds, 


| 44 Verily 1 ſay unto you, this generation ſhall not 
paſs away till a1 these things be. fulfilled.” Theſe 
words therefore ſeem obviouſly reſtricted, in their 


primary ſenſe, to the numerous circumſtances Which 


he had moſt accurately deſeribed as Ans of that 
event in which his Diſciples felt themſelves pecu- 


liarly, nay, perſonally, intereſted. Eſpecially, as 


after the ſolemn affirmation of the truth of a pre- 


diction, which at that time muſt appear ſo very 
improbable, and the declaration, that the time ap- 


. pointed for that diſlant « day and hour, when the 


heavens and the earth ſhall paſs away, was known 
to the Father, only, our Lord returns to the Hans 
of his coming to manifeſt the Power, of his king- 


45} #3 Þ 4 
nt 


flood 


© 


food. 3 took them: all away 3. 1 
ſhall. alſa the coming of the Son f man be. 
| Then ſhall, two. be. in the feld; the one hall 

be taken, and the orber left. Tub women 
ſhall be grinding. at the mill; the one ſhall 
be taken, and the other left. Watch there- 
fore; for ye know not what hour. your Lord | 
doth come... Therefore be ye alſo. ready ; for 


| in ſuch an hour as of think not * Son wad 
man comet, 5. a f 


1 1 4 . 
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"SM And be ks to e a ; parable: 3 Bebola 
the fig-iree, and all the. trees ; when they 
now ſhoot forth, ye ſee and know of your 
0Wn. ſelves, , that ſummer. is now. ni igh at 
Band. So likewiſe ye, when ye ſer theſe 
things come to Haſs, know ye that the King- 
dom of God is nigh at hand. V. erily I fay 
unto you, This generation ſhall not baſs away 
till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth ſhall 
paſs. away ; ; but my words ſhall not paſs 
away.. Aud take heed to "yourſe;ves, Jeft at 
an my line Hour hearts be ear ond 155 


et % N „Lake xxi. 29, Nec" AW 
ur 5 


—— —— — 
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; Parſe; a drun kenueſs, and rarer of 


this life, and fo that day come upon you un- 
awares. "For as a ſnare ſhall it come on all 
them that dwell ou the fate of the whole 
earth. W: atch ye therefore, and pray al. 


days, that ye may be "accounted worthy to 


eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to W 
and zo NINE 1 50 . n tir man. 
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Wi thout entering i into a Aiſeulſioi'cf 


the ſeveral metaphors 1 in this Prophecy, 


explained by various commentators as 
referring, in their firſt and moſt imme- 


diate application, to the ſeveral parts of 


the Jewiſh. government, and to. diſtinct 
occurrences which happened ſoon after the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, it is ſufficient 


to remark, that the complete ſubverſion 


of the Jewiſh polity, eccleſiaſtical” and 
civil—the complete overthrow of Pagan 
tyranny and ſuperſtition—the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Chriſtian church in the ſeat 


of the empire of the world, and its con- 


Thy acceſſion of * power, and 
; — 


* 
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ear tobe deciſively prediet- 
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were to 1 * fuldenhy and 0 e 
to all who were not prepared by the: ſo- 
lemn F e W bich QUT, LY SAVE. to, 3 
his Diſciples, with command 50 teh. 
Let us now turn to the page. of hi ſtory, 
fan the ac dic ment of theſe. predic= 
0990 FUL kbis-Prophecy.only 1255 nts 

the great events ICU: Mtantially xe · 
cle! by. gur! Ks his 1 915 
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ciple St „John. after. 12 e of, | 
Jeruſalem, ſh 2 ſhall- be | ſta F 197 Fs 2 VTV che 
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Our L. Lord £xprel Shy, declares, that all 
theſe. things, that 18, the ſolemn train 
predictions, concerning alem, 
al be fulfilled before. the they ; pr reſent ge. 
neralion ſhould paſs Gay... This 2 55 5 
WAS. e in ah year. of Poo Lord 
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337 arid * was, deſtroyed” 3) 
185 'afterwards;” Lo Rat *many of the 
contempo oraries of $i who be Heard the 


Prop hecy PM withels ts e eg 
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i" total . ſubverſion Uf Wente 


government, religious And vil, can 


ſcarcely be more firikingly "Epreſehted 


than by the Pecree 1 by Veſp: a- 
| fiat, nll ' after Jeruſalem was 1 


1 916 Se < all the lands of the 


aſia 85 'be Told for his- "own. uſe;” and 
6 Jo 


the Jews, whereſvever tl they dwelt, 
to pay each man every year he ſame 
ſum” to the Capitol of Roine, that they 


had before paid to the Temple at Jeru- 


ſalem.“ Thus the land of the whole 


nation became the private property of the 
Poman Emperor, and the whole people 

became aliens, and fugitives, and flaves. 
„ The ſacrifice and the oblation ceaſed,” 


and the Jews have ever. fince remained 


vithout' 2a City, without a Temple, 


2 5 without 


wa? 


* 
1 


i confound Jed, their padre 
loſtꝰ, ink ta eqple ſepar 
_ diſtinguiſhed from all che vations among 
whom they are my ed, 1 in mee 
ners, and religion. N 

yy 5 E87 * 1 i eit 44 FS 
i: Wei have already ſeel t 
preached to the Gentiles the chu 
al Chriſt cſtabliſh6d—incakng—and 


cording 40+ the expreſs 3 

our Saviour to his Diſciples—we. have 

e total abolition of the — 
eocracy the ne n 

. been puni hed 

: 2 OT! Ge s 2012111 . 


1 1 on] x. 8 Rabbia, apd. have little or | ng 
# authorit 70 reſemblance to the office of Hf A 
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eſtabliſhed" * the Law of Mot. - ks ow 1 80 


; Hollow er hone Ince ry 
expected Meſhah. F 4 44 r 
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huiag Alain is ſon! It only remains 
for us to direct our attention to the tri- 
— - of dhe yen mee 550 


gal Oe Ons: 


A 


AI an! rosten 

But hem I nail 8 
that complete as this victory was over 
the reigning auemy of the church, and 
greatly as it extended the nt 
dominion -of Chriſt over the nätions 
Paganiſm falling before Chriſtianity 
throughout the Roman empire yet, 
does not this great event appear fully 
adequate to the | ſublime deſcription 
which our Lord gives of the triumph, 
the glory, and the happineſs ef the church 
in this meſt ſolemn Prophecy. We 
might therefore have looked to a future 
period fer its ultimate completion; even if 


there had not been \x Revelation con- 


cerning the ſucceecling corruptions, tri- 

als, and perſecutions, towhich the church 

was to he ſubjectetl previous to the final 

victory ever all its an = We e 
this was but a type. | * 


1 4 1 : my 
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The period of hiſtory from the de - 
lem to the acceſſion 
of Conſtantine, excepting only the ſhort | 
reigns: of the Septimian family, abounds 
in a moſt remarkable degree with the 


kum of Jer 


general ravages of war, famine, and peſ- 


tilence. The: amaaing ſlaughter of the 


Jews in the time of! Trajan and Adrian, 


has been already mentioned. The Ro- ; 
mans alſo ſuffered ſo ſeverely, that the 


Emperor: Adrian: ſorbore che uſual ſalu- 


tokem of general grief and diftreſs*..The 
reign: of Maximin is full of wars and 
in: the follawing fifty years. there were 

AMS almoſt all ; 
of whom died im war, or were murdered = 
by their: oh foldiers: and ſubjects. In 
the' reign of Galhenus, the thirty tyrants, 

or uſurpers; who aroſe in, different parts 


more than twenty Emper 


of the empirt, occafidned; moſt violent 


commotions The dreadful incurſions 
of the Goths: and Scythians the moſt 
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deſtructive peſtilence that ever had vi- 
ted mankind; pervading all the Roman 
Provinces and continuing fiſfteen years, 
in che reign of Gallus the horrible 
perſecution of the Chriſtians for ten 
years under Diocleètian, and the civil 
wars between Maximian, Galerius, Max- 
imin, Maxentius, Licinius, and other 
N. for empire, exhibit tegether 
a moſt awful picture of the conxulſive 
"efforts? of the powers: of . darkneſs:;a- 
_"eainſt*the kingdom of the Prince of 
Peace. Many indeed were in that age 
impreſſed by the extraordinary mani - 
feſtations of the wrath of Gd. They 
1 b urned, and their bearts. failad ibem 
for rar] enben they Jaw-.the: Sonciof man 
_— in the power of his kingdom. 
SGalerius „Maximin, and Liciniuss re- 
ciled their L crees and Edlicts againſt 
te Chriſtiauns, publicly confeſſed the 
_ - Svllt of their crucbperſecutions; andiac- 
*-khowledgedithe-juſt zudgments of God 
e in their deſtruction. 


Neͤton, vl. Hi. p.73 
ak E 2 6 A change 
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_— 2 A change of all the Newer in hei 
was. the; moſt charactęriſtip mark. A 
; age from 2hotgg zu For, fromthe time 

of the ſetting up.of the thirty tyrants, to 


theztime of, Ogaſtantine lexcepting only 


the ſhort reign pf Aurelian, and hei cax- 


: ried . Eh the empire was 


_ continually. ſhaken and ,torns and gra- 
_ dually diſmembered. by giyilh ats; Anfl 


'Goths, and Scythiansz, and. other, bar- 


and iy gies of Pagan tyranny... And. 
the ſame. time, as if it were on purpo 

a 10 turn the attention of mankind, to 

apply this preciſe, part of this Brophecy 


to theſe very days; in the beginning, of 


them, in the year 262, moſt parts of 
the; Empire were viſited with, a moſt 
de King, es 


Siνð,,: Jas os Ke grievous. 


then was no prigheiſun, h img: in lit. 
AH * great. AERIE, as. in the 


; and „ in-every Part by the 


nations, The whole period was 
| temarkable,gnly.for the, expiring)pangs 
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£ nes ah famine; Attended 
with Kerle ai ſütprifing 
carkneſs, and ſtrange liglitnings, by all 
of -which' many periſhed; there” was an 
Ecuintlation alſo of other dife cha- 
mities and gare, amofßgft which, the 
wed and drow hed Whele coun- 
by In the coneluffon ide Pagan em- 
Pie ceaſed; tht thoſe who had fupport- 
eds dominion: loft all power and au- 
. and he whole 
ent Was changes”! «The 
Ser lights ef the” Heathen world, the 
fon wed and” Hare, were all etlipled 
fcured; the Heathen Emperor 
and — were? Ralf, che“ Flestheh 
* prieſts art augurd wete enkirpated, the = 
Heathen "officers! and bur ar s were 


| | *opptopri- 
Py "ls: WHters of 


tat age eslebfäte che Peace of the 

churck under the proteceion ef the civil. 
7 en p- 72. 

2007179 + . „ Powers, 


Iv: 


| oi k ts," an the þ A preat ge gan gf con; | 
vents; both, 155 8 gov Gentiles, an 9 yes 
triumphant terms. „Tranquility s Ahe " 
reſtored throughout the world, bo fays 
Lactantius, „the chu ell; which Was 
lately ruined, riſeth again. Nom after 
the violent agitations of io. great a tem- 
peſt, a ee, and the defired: light 


— tea ; now he hath wiped 
away=the! tears of the fortowful” Some 


ing uninterrupted-till the death, of Con- 
ſtantine in 337, the Church enjoyed the 


aud from the, ſouth, from, the eaſt. an 


ons the- weſt z\ and the Power: and tho 


* Newton, vol. iii. p. 78. 
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nedals of Conſtantine: are-ſtillipreſerved; | 
with the head of the Emperor on onοõ 
fide, and this inſcription, | Conflantinus 
Aug. and on the reverſe, Beata Tranquil- 
lizas, Bleſſed Tranguillity, which, cont in 


e e and ſecurity and hap- 
1 We. Me angeln, or meſſengers, 10 
| gather 4 55 eleft. into it, fr rom the north 7 


.[ 1 1 


coy el che ek es were viſſbly 
eſtabliſhed among the” nations of- che 
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1 oo ; Uierbelieved a body aſk; 
3 xt be poſſible for an unpreju- 
diced mind to conſider this Prophecy 
with attention, and doubt concerning 
the reality of Divine inſpiration, or the 
immediate agency of Divine providence > 
The wliole of this Prophetical narrative, 


when. all its parts are viewed together, 
n a n ſeries of. events, riſing 


Ay 2 * 5 14 
4 It i is e e ee from the time of 


Con ſtantine to the preſent age, the church has never 
been moleſted by the avowed enemies of Fefus CBriſt. 
The various Heretics, Mahemetans, and 'Paplits; 
by whom it has been alternately ſcandalized, ani 
tormented, have all confeſſed the name of Jeſus 


Chriſt to be worthy of more or leſs reſpect aud 


honour; and his Goſpel ta be more or leſs divine, 
according to their different ſyſtems. The inſpira- 


tion of the Scriptures, and the perfection of the 


Chriſtian morality, were allowed to be 'incontro+ 


; vertible by wy al—Let mogern infidels conſider 
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gradually te the final catafirophe;;; Firſt 
are announced wars, and rumours of 
wars: next, a period of turbulence, in- 
ſurrection; and of hoſtility of one nation 
: againſt. ah ts as withi plagues, 


40 — Diſciples; and the: Religion of 
Chriſt the proſpect of perſecution-—the 
promiſe of deliverance from the impend- 
ing evils, and the aſſurance of the ge- 
neral publication of the Goſpel. he 
approach of the Roman armies to Jeru- 
ſalem the erection of theit idolatrous 
ſtandards in tlie Holy:Landthe hard- 
ſhips and calamities of the ſiege the 
deſtructiom of the city and the difperſidn 
- of the people, are minutely deſcribed. 
And laſtly are foretold, in all the: fub- 
-limity of metaphorie language, the total 
abolition of the Jewiſh government 
the complete ſubverſion of Pagan ty- 


ranny and { ati the — 
of the Chriſtian church. 


HP WE ORs i ow ic Hiſ- 


*_ io a 1 

ehe truth of which'has/ never 
get been queſtioned, records the"accu- 
rate fulfilment ef all theſe various eir- 

eumiſtanees and events, in the order in 
Which they: were predicted; and the 
conſtant teſtimony of che Jaws: for more 


\ dence; to Np her 50% the we re- 
late d. 1 10 5590019 2a) e 
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n mne 5 tt! uy ob lolslichoid tt 
Wy if the Divine authority of this 
ede Dt e be thus: incon- 
teſtibly eſtabliſhed; how can it be even 
plauſibly denied, that JIxsus was indeed 
that “ PRRUHT and LAWOI VER of 
whom Moſes had predicted, that Who- 
o hearkened not unto him; the Lord 
would require it of him' be Mzs- 
S1TAHn,” (IN WARUM ABL IHE NATIONS 


Or THE. EARTH OE BE \ BLE$- 
r 507 to T6: 1H6eHS& 
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pliſhment,, 
lariky and.Qavieels gf che circuny 
employes. in che execution, gender it 
wal apple that, they ould bare 
pliſhed by human contrivance J the, con- 
cluſion, VIZ. be. _ fy. "IF: ba by 
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Tube hiſtorical account which has — | 
given of tha accompliſhment of the fore- | 
going Prophecies, leads us directly to 
obſerve, that as the length of time he- 
tween the Prophecies and their accom- 
together with the particu- 


Boche 
3:73 429D11609..457 {16 1 14110 
Having thus Rablihed the truth, « 
Prophecy, upon, Agog ground, I 
conliger. the original. queſtion,  Was- 
THER GOD. HAS EVER; REV BALED FU- 
Tung EVENTS ro MANKIND,” as an- 
ſaerech to. ine Reader's ſatisfaction; xp 
THE SUPERINTENDING _ PROVIDENCE 5 
OF Gov, OVER THE WORLD, AS COM- 
A PROYED. | 1 beleech him Aan 


5 J fb bes TIS! 


to examine farther, whether 40 the Pro- 
phecies, from the time of our firſt parent 
Adam, to the time f St. John, do not 
evidently point to E GREAT Sch, 
to which every other plan of Providence 
| ee eee and ultimately refers 
Wet him confider the Hegueut intima- 
tions of God's will, and frequent ronditional 
predictions of Püffihtnemms or bleſſings, as 
4 ſeries of proof of His ſuperintending Kare 
of a peop Wo Were to prepare the way 
for the Meſſiah to preſerve the know- 
ledge of the promiſes of God in the 
world, and to remain AS. monuments of 
the truth of Prophecy, when Prophecy it- 
ſelf ſhould ceaſę.— Let him conſider the 
frequent allufions; : and direct pi predictions, 
relative to the Saviour of the Lene bl. 
ginning with'our firſt Parents, and reac 
ing with incredfihg clearneſs to the time 
of the harbinget « of the day- e from 
on high, Which ateſe to "ltd ie the 
whole carth— Let him conſider that 
Jeſus, by exadſ fulkilling' the predie- 
dels concerning the Meſflah, not only 


1e 
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ped Ht to his Creator, But tlie 
voldine of the Law and the Prophets te 
the Goſpel,” and Fully expfaitted that 
reat myſtery of pee. and righ- 
ecuſneſs, to the completion of which, 
the Typical, the Ceremonial! and” the 
Prophetical diſpenſations — —— the | 
whole cour ſe of the Jewiſh hiſtory, and 
for no leſs a period than 400 5 years, was 
made ſubſervient. And if it all ap! 

pear, 45 it ſurely muſt appear, that the 
great dengn of Nefnech; was the eſta⸗ 
bliſhment of the we IO religion upon 
the baſis of Divine revelation, let him 
conſider that the a whether hgñne 
ſhall receive or reject Chriſtianity, be- 
comes in the higheſt degree important; 
becauſe, if it be proved that theſe Pro- 
phecięs contain the reygaled will of God, 
it neceſſariiy follows that man ig hound 
60 fe A 7 er eee Chrig 
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| Skin point oi view that I can imagine 
poſſihle, I ſhall ſubjoin, “ The Life of 
Jeſs Chriſt, aß dran from the Antient 
Prophets, ” by Map, Gilpin; and then 
Proceed to point qub in . the, ſecond) Part 
of, this. Work, additional evidence in 
ſupport; of What has been. aſſerted re · 
ſpecting the extent ag well; as unity of 
deſign in, the great ſcheme. of ryelation, 
from;the Frophęcies which, refer to the 
ages of, the world /u/equers to the eſta⸗ 
Mürl the Chriſtia 2 e * 5 
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Abbe divide the whole colleion | 
ints four ſeRtions —The fi 
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che eortief and moſt remote intinations 
of flic”Meflidh! They are dark, it i⸗ 
true but as they plain) appear to ten. 
ter in oe poi, they Hluftt f 
Each Prop hecy, ronfidered apart, } 
be calletl obſcure; but the Whole le. 
Ties in combination - emits certainly a ver 
bd e They begin with predick- 
ing A Tory; and an 1 ung cv , 7M 
which ws to take place Perwithy <4 
aud alt tht nations of the earth. Under th 
dens of a tive, ty ons "they | #4 
Henry of the Mef- 
Lab e A In à vari variety of 
beautiful Images, in wich all mature ir 
fon anon, and "the-wita 


that peace, and happineſs, and univerſal 
— the manners of ien, which 
this glorious ; predi ited reign was meant | 

to introduce apnea + at the fame 
time, throughout, its Joiritnal nature, and 
the #r anfrendent j 7095 with ich it ght 5 

1 o be received.” 2 976 eNOLI9TG, 9 5133 : 
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In the ſecond ſection are e 
thoſe. Prophecies, which relate to the 
birth of the Meſſiah. Here the pro. 
phetic language — more e diſtin&, 
and full. Thoſe N general. intim ions, 
which were given before, begin now to 
break, and par icula nige. The ſame linea- 
ments appear; but; the features are more 
dGiſtinckiy marked. The ſection opens 
With predicting the. ;fare-numer of the 
Meſiab, in dhe pefſon of John Abe Rap 
tiiſt. The Prophecies. of the Meſſiah's 
2 n z and the Wongertut pecu- 
Vati of hig being born of kiki. The 
Place af his nativity is ſpecified z and the 
 <beraGaifics of his office, and the mature 
oß his government, ane. Rrout 3 
Irin bnaaatorugaars Dan 3 800 . 
"vis An, the third ſection 1 have co 
Hache Prophecies, a5 appertain to. 12 
; Mei Mahis life. „The Mhole plan of i it 1n- 
deed. is. ſpecified, with as, much Preciſion 
as the, figurative language, in which 
; theſe predictions are E Cloth; is able to 
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conyey. He is; repreſented, as: arrayed. in 
the dignity of a Prophet, like Moſes: ; and 
of a Prieſt, like" Melchizedec. At tlie 
ſame time, his mean, and airing Ae Aale 
on earth is ſtrongly characterized. His 
gentleneſs; and bolineſs ;* the great eſficac 
of his preaching; the offence he gave to 
worldly men; His repreſſing the) Mint of 
worldly/twiſdorn; his triumphant entity i 
3 eg divine preſtute in the 
| Aiſkinct. y beld out. 
W. n che kind, of his 
miracles are ſpeciſied ; and his p 
? carb 1s. N e IA e 
Ron. went bas” dias 1851 
en ac Las - And H Yo uno 3d 
In the laſt ſe tie , I have collected 
, fach: Prophecies; as appettain to the 
death f Chriſt!) Here the Prophetie 
ſpirit as if imagery failed in deſeribing 
the lat ſcenes of this awful life; SelſGands 
from it's — Ne * 
dog e > n 
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verul eirdumſtances uf that ſelemn pe- 
fiod in thé plaineſt terms; but Marks 
them alſo with alhoſt hi ſtoriaal pre- 
eiften; Prom lus being betrayad by one 
of his Diſciples, t his reſurraTien,; there 
-fearce- 4 ſingle: circumſtancę, which 
one, '68 other of the Prophetic writers 
lath not mentioned. The bargain! made 

for thirty: pieces of filver—the. diſperſion of 
n @iſriptey on the ſalzing oft Jelus— 
the particulars of hib ia the falferroit- 
ue that appeared againſt bim—the 
vlußze of dhé Dh auer oft his 
atk the bh f H erties dur - 
ing that a ful periodo-the! m of that 
great event the end, and intention it 
the manner of his burial—and his rri- 
band ret c ion Alb appear tot bd fo 
exactly conformable to the hiſſorꝝ p of 
moſt think them plain tranſtripts from 
it, F we had not the very beſt hiſburinal 
Widence, e were; all written; 
N 115 Db. 
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publiſhed; and well kridwh, anz hun 
dred yeurs. the lateſt of them above 
four hundred. before che birth of Chriſt, 
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Ks” chy-eed and "vB ed: zit ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his heel. I will eſtabliſſ my covenant 
(laid Go to Ybrabam)! between _ 


thear ; generations. for an u evirlaflitis co- 2 


venaut.— Sarah thy wife ſhall bear thee” 


a ſon, and thou ſhalt call his name 


Iſaac; and L will eſtabliſfi my covenant 


with N for Fan OR PO and” 


q Gen fi. 22 | ee x Gen. xvii. vo 
nn. 19. 
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with his ſeed after him. And * in thy 
ſeed/ſhall all the nations of the earth b. 
bleſſed. I will perform the oath (ſaid 


God to Iſaac) which I ſware unto Abra- 
ham thy father; and in thy ſeed ſhall 


all the nations of the earth be bleſſed.— 
In thee, and in thy ſeed, (ſaid God to 
Jacob) ſhall all the families of the earth 
be bleſſed.— And it Thall come to paſs 
{faid God to David) when thy days 
ſhall be expired, and thou malt go to 
thy fathers, that I will raiſe up thy ſeed 
after thee, which ſhall be of thy ſons, 
and I will ſettle him in mine houſe for 


ever, and his throne hall be ef abliſhed- for 


evermore, I the Lord have called thee 


in n righteouſneſs's Til keep thee; and 
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Gen. xxviii. 14. 


ö 1 5 17 


" 5 Chron, — er "This * to have . 


ee ſpoken. of Solomon; ; Who was confi- 


dered as a type of Chriſt : but the Prophetic cha- 
raters are evidently carried beyond A prints, from 
whoſe immediate fucceſſor the kingdom was' rent. 


iv: Pore 


ü 3356 1 
give thee for a covenant” to 'the- people: 


for a Tight of 'the Gontiles —Thus® faith 


the Lord, 1 will give thee for a "covenant 


of the people to eftabliſh' the earth=—4 


\ 


cauſe to iuberit the defolate- heritages.- _ 


Thus e faith the Lord; If you can b 
my covenant of the day, and my co- 


venant of che night; that there ſhould 


not be days, and nights in their ſeaſons 
then may alſo my covenant be broken 
with my ſervant David, that he ſhould. 
not have a ſon to reign upon his throne, 
— There 4 ſhall come forth a rod out of 
the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch ſhall go 
out of his Toots. And 1 on . e 


d I. A. 6. ſen 4 9" 8. If the priory; 5 
ee e the whole is evidently Prophetic of the 
Meſſiah: but I wiſhed here only to rein 1 os 
pallages, as referred to the covenant. 

Jer, XXxili. 20. From this Prophecy alſo that 
part only is taken, which belongs to the covenant; 
It could have no reſpeRt perſonally to David, or his 
immediate poſterity z for it was 1 8 five buns | 
* years after David's death. 5355 

4 Ifaiah xi. 1, 2 | 


ji 


| Lord ſhall net Ae 8 Spirit of 
vwiſdom and _underſtanding, . the Spi- 
rit of counſel and might, the Spirit of 
Encwledge, and the fear of the Lord, 
and ſhall make him of quick under- 
ſtanding in the fear of the Lord. —Be- 
bold the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that I will raiſe unto David a righteous 


| rauch, and a king” ſhall reign, and ;proſ- 

5 per, and ſhall execute judgment, and juſtice 
in the earnb. In his days. Judah ſhall be 
| ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell-ſafely.:: and 


this is his name whereby he ſhall; be 
called, The Lord aur righteouſneſs -—In 
 f thoſe days will I cauſe the Brauch of 
2 to grow up unto David; 
and he Wall cane e 15 * 


10 Rei T 01 cf 

e „Jer xxiii. 3 Hons again * "Fa yr ap is 
promiſed to David five? hundred years after the 
death. of that prince which promiſe had been 
made e the Fatcianbae and. to Hb popes 
himfell, 5 71 LENT 9 2 ien F 
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onſneſs In the” Ja ITI bust faith the 7 
e NE will take the higheſt branch 
igheſt cedar; and I will plant it 
on a AN mountain; and it ſhall bring 
forth boughs, and bear fruit; and be a 
| and under it ha- dtvell 
fowk' of every wing, in the ſha- 
dow of the bran hes 'thereof ſhall they ; 
dwell —Heark now, O'Joſhua' the high- 
prieſt, thou, and thy fellows that fit be- 
fore thee: Behold 7 * bring forth my | 
ſervant "the Bruch. Thus! ſaith the ps 
Lord of Hoſts, —— man whoſe i 
name is the Branch ; he ſhall - grow: up 
out of his place, and he ſhall Sud the 
temple of the Lord, and he ſhall hear the 
Flory, and he ſhall fit, and rule upon bis | 
throne* —lInt the laſt days it ſhall come 
1 Enake; xvii, 43. \ Io * Lech. is. 
1 Zech. vi. 2. 


* The Reader is referretl 70 > HUEY 2 of this 
Work for the confideration of the prediction: relative to 

the kingdom of the Meſſiab, which are not to be looked 

upon as yet fulfilled, in their _"_ and ultimate ſenſe. 
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„ 1 2 
to paſs, that the mountain of the houſe 
of the Lord ſhall be gfabliſhed in the top 

of the mountains, and it ſnall he exa{ted 
above the hills; and the people ſhall o 
into it. The „Lord hal reign over them 
in mount Zion, from bencgforih even for 
ever. — And it ſhall come to paſs in the 
laſt days, that the mountain of the houſe 
of the Lord ſhall be ęfabliſbed; 
ſhall be evalied above ibe bills; and all 
nations ſhall. flow. unto. it.— And the 
ſtone, which was cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, ſhall become a great 
mountain, and fill: the earth. And he 
will deſtroy in this mountain, the face 
of the covering caſt over all people, and 
os wat net is Ears nk . 


E nan 7 (IPOS . 
n 7 

P If. xxvy, 7. There is Pug Tg 1 
grand in thus repreſenting the Goſpel as removing 

the darkneſs ſpread over all nations by the draw- 

int up of a vaſt curtain, to let! in the 1 
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Anda mamy ſhall ſay, Come ye; let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, ta 
the houſeof the Godof Jacob, and heroill 


teach us his ways; and we will walk in 


his paths; for out of Zion ſhall go forth 


the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jeruſalem, And he ball judge among 
the nations, and ſhall: rebuke many peo- 
ple: and they ſhall beat their ſwords into 
plow-ſhares, and their ſpears into prun- 
ing hooks: nation ſhall not- riſe againſt 
nation; neither ſhall. they learn War 


any more. The wolf alſo ſhall dwell 
with the lamb, and the calf, and the 


young lion, and the fatling together, 
and a little child ſhall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear ſhall feed, and 
their young ones lie down together: and 
the lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. The 
ſucking child ſhall play on the hole of 
the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall put 


his hand on the cockatrice-der. | And 


n 5 
| they 
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; 6 ſhall not hurt, nor deſtroy in w all 
„ holy mountain: for the earth ſhall 
be full of - the knowledye of the; Lord, as 

the waters cover the ſea. And in that 
day, there ſhall be a root of jeſſe, 
which ſhall ſtand for an eng of. the peo- 
_ To it ſhall the Genziles ſeek, and 
—_— _ * ee erer 5 1 

60 bse ſhall 


* Gen. . 10. 5 "we ceded that this 
Prophecy was fulfilled in Moſes. But what ſcepter 
had Judah before Moſes ? The word Sbilob fi gnifies 

ſent; and was always interpreted by the ancient 
Jews of the Meffiah. | It is ſuppoſed indeed by 
many interpreters, that Moſes himſelf alluded to 
this Prophecy, when he expreſſes his backwardneſs 
to God in going to Pharaoh. Send I pray thee y) 
the band of bim, whom thou «wilt ſend—that is, by 
the Sbilob, whom thou haſt promiſed. How very 
exactly this Prophecy was fulfilled, is very ap- 
parent. The diſperſion of the Jews, independent 
of Prophecy, is one of the moſt ſingular events in 
the hiſtory of mankind: but when we conſider it 
as the completion of Prophecy-—when we conſider 
this people diſperſed, and wandering among all 
the nations upon carth—without temples—with- 


_ out 


os [ 341 J A 
| hall not” 4 from Judah, nor 22 
lawgiver from between bis feet, until 1 1 
Sbilob come, and unto him ſhall. the - 
Fathering of the people be. There G 1 
come à Star out of Jacob, and a ſcepfter es 
mall ariſe out of Iſrael.— I“ will alſſo 
give thee for a light to the Gentiles that 
og mayeſt be my ſalvation unto the 
ends of the earth. —I* ſaw in the night- . 
Vifions, and behold, one like the Son of 
Man came in the clouds of heaven, 
and came to the Ancient of days. And 
there was given unto him dominion, anf 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, u-. 
ans, and languages, ſhould ſerve him: „ 
His on is an everlaſting dominion \ 
- which thall not — wur. and bis king- e 
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BY 


"a 3 * 8 win 
none; but diſtin from all—as if preſerved to 
complete future Prophecies—the whole together, 1 4 
_ think, forms an argument of ſufficient n "o i 
weigh againſt all the cavils of infidelity. . 
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3 The Y God of hdr ſhall ſet up a king- 


dom, which ſhall never be deftroyed': but 


oh. 3 all ſtand for ever.—Behold = I will give 
„ Jeruſalem one that bringeth good 
LON * Zion, that bringeſt good 
| thee up into. the high moun- 
teain: O Jeruſalem, that bringeſt 


Lift it up, be not afraid: ſay unto 


A 


Iv ee and-break forth into ſinging, 0 £ 


— 
— 


1 


: ry 
1 Ft BOK © N . 4% 1 3 
ex Un”, dt hg 


1546 8 E ©" T 10 * U. . 
n ow 
neg, thoſe Propheci l relote't ” ; 

l 1 be birth of. the Meſſiah. SED * | 


9 of him that Trietk i in the 
wilderneſs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

ake” fraight in the deſart a highway 
for our God. Every valley ſhall be ex- 
 alted, and every mountain and bil! ſhall 
be made lotv : and the crooted ſhall be 
made fraighr, and the rongb places plain. 
And the glory of the Lord ſhall be re- 
vealed; and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it. Behold- Iwill fend you Elijah the 
rophet, before the coming of the great 
and dreadful day f the Lord —1* will 
_ "=P eee and he wan W 


"IP COPY 4. By „ mags ne. 
the Prophet 51 the moral difficulties, which 
the Goſpel tended to remove. Wt; I. 
, an iv. 5. "5 ENGL UL-x- 


> the 


e a To 
the way before me : and the Lord, hon 
ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his tem- 
ple—even the meſſenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in: behold he hal 
come, faith ; the Lord of hoſts Is have ſet 
my king upon my holy hill. of Zion. 
Thou art my Son; this day have I be- 
gotten thee. I will give thee he heathen 
for thine inberitance, and the amg part 
of the earth for thy Poſſe Non. — Ther ord 
himſelf ſhall. give. you a ſign, Behold, a 
Virgin ſhall. conceive, and bear a ſon, and 
| ſhall call his name Immanuel.— And 
thou 1 Bethlehem Epbratab, though thou 
be little among the thouſands of Judah, 
E yet out of thee ſhall he come forth, who 
is to be the ruler in Irael: Whoſe goings 


for th have been fray. Y. AE: at 
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5 Jabs ii. TO 5 Cs beut ben, 4 

the utmoſt parts of the carth as a poſſe Mon, i is, im other - 
language, the old patriarchal promyle, in 157 Bal? 
all the nations of the ” 25 N 7d, . 
IM Aan . Is. 8 gs ES * 


Ht 
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lafting. Erne * 
dar kucſi, have ſeen a great er: ace 
that dwell in the land of the Sado of 
death; upon them bath the Jight"/hined. 
For unto us à Child is born, unto us 4 
8 Son is given, and the government thall 
e upon rere his name 
derful, Counſellor, the 
phy God, py everlaſting © Father, the 
Prince Peace. Of the increaſe of bis 


ent een Sen ſhall be 10 
end. 9 Ne KA BY * a R. A 
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Con OO thoſe Prophecies, whith relate 16 
"the Life of of the e Preac hin 's 
| aud his Miracles. R 


Un I. vil raiſe them a Pro — among 
their bretbrey (laid God to Moſes) Me 


n * 2200 N n zar 

; 2 til Asie unto 
on Abbe 2. Got: 14 ir e vile Ain 

„ Bd 18. 5 no Propiias: euer did 

ariſe ee unto Moſes, is taken notice of by 


1 39808 38 N * 'Qa 5 Samuel, 


Fl 


a FJ: | 
uta thre; and will put my words in his 
mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak unto them 
4 that I. ſhall command him. — Hen bath 
no form, nor comelineſs : and when we ſha 
ſee him, there is no beauy that we 
rejected of men —a man of | forrows, aud 
were our faces from him. He was de- 
Hiſed, and we eſteemed him not.— le 
all not cry, nor cauſe, bis voice 10, be 
Beard in the fireet. A bruiſed reed ſhall 
be not break: and ſmoking flax ſhall 
he not nk he Saſk as forth 


Ly 9 


Fame, a cane uding 3 to 

the Pentateuch. See Deut. xx. 10. The great | 
leading characters i in Moſes, is his deli Tfael, 
and introducing a new law.” Theſe characters agree 
only in the Meſfiah. The great difference was, that 
his deliverance and his Jaw were uhiverſal, and 
perpetual; thoſe of Moſes, local, and tranfitory. 

mia li. s.. 

n Iſaiah xlii. 2. This Prophecy Stioihs.autkineſs 
and quietneſs of the Meffiah, in oppofition to * 


ſevere and ſpirited — fs 
dms — | * Jement . 


—— are the feet of him 
that e good tidings that pub- 
at publiſheth ſalvation 

that Aaith vnto Zion, Ty God reigneih. 
' and' rejoice; O daughter of Zion; 
for 101 1 come, and will dwell in the 
midſt of thee. And n] natiaus hall be 
joined:-10" the Lord is that day; and ſhall 
be my people t and 1 will dwell” in the 
midſt of thee, and thou ſhalt know, 
that the Lord bath ſent me unto thee: 
— —Behold a my Servant, whom I have 
choſen— mine Elect, in whom my ſoul 
delighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon 
him; he (hall bring forth Judgment 10 
the Gentiles. He ſhall not be diſeou- 
raged, till he have ſet judgment in the 
earth : and the les ſhall wait for his law. 
Ale ſhall not judge aftet the br of 
bis s Js, "neither kh aſter the bearing 
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* Ifaiah li. 4. aa . 3. 
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ban aum; but with righreonſneſs ſhall be 
judge tbe poor, and raprove withrequity*: : 
and he ſhall ſmite the earth with the 

rod f his mouth, and with the breath / 
his lips ſball he ſiay the wicked. Righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulneſs the girdle of his reins. 
x —The® Spirit of the Lor d is upon 1 ICs 
| becauſe. the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek, he 
| hath ſent me to bind up the broken-heart- 
ed — to proclaim diberty lo the captives, 
and the opening , the: priſon to them 
that are — proclaim the accept- 
able year f the Lord. And many: na- 
tions ſhall come and ſay, Come, let us 
go up to the mountain f the Lord, and 
to the W of. the God of on" and he 


NF -v TA 
. That is, he hall, not takocag Zan ee, 
FE his ſenſes ; nor n to. outwa ops appear: 
= * | 
8 That is, | the dofrine which eee 
make the eternal ſeparation of good and bad. 
» Iſaiah ri. r. e 8 
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in g — — n 
out of Zion, and the zword of the. Lord fron | 


Teri —He? ſhall be a fene of um- 
dne, and a rock f offence” to borb abe 
houſes f Iſßruel.— This“ is. the Lord's 
_ doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

This is the day, which 1be Lord hath 


hold I lay in Zion, for a foundation, afone 3 
a. tried ſtone, a precious corner: ſtone, 
a ſure foundation; he that belreverb, 
hall not be aa >willdo a mar- 
among this people. The 
wiſdom of their iſe men ſhall peryh, and 


be. hit —Rejoice® greatly, 0 daughter 
of Zion; Shout, O daughter of Jeru- 
ſalem: Behold thy king -coinetly' unto _ 


= he is juſt, and „ falvation, 
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made; we will rejoice, and be glad. Be- 


L 250 J 
lowly, and riding apon-an aſs; and a colt 
the ſoal of an aſs. IC will 6} this houſe 
with glory, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. The 
glory of this larter houſe hall be greater 
than of the former; and in this place will 
1 give prate, ſaĩth the Eord of hoſts. 
Then 4 ſhall the eyes of: the blind be 
opened, and the ear of the deaf ſhall be 
unſtopped. Then ſhall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the rongne of rhe 
dumb man ſhall fing. He ſhall bring 
out the priſauers, and them that fit in 
darkneſs, out of the priſon-houſe. Hes 
| ſhall ſay to the nen Go forth; to 
them that fit: in darkneſs," 0 
— —_ Jeu r Nock like a 
ſheph. ſhall r the lambs 
ile ds 0 Pe 3 l ww 
ee, dz bioded.. : o 
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e Tfaiah xlii. 7. The idea of a Ky ee 
i nen 10 ſtate of he | 
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with dis arm, and carry them in his 
boſom, andi ſhall gently lead thoſe that 
are with young. They > ſhall nat hun- 


ger nor thirſt, neither ſball, the heat 


nor the ſun ſmite them: for he that 
| hath: mercy; on them, ſhall lead them, 
even by the ſprings of water ſhall he 
guide them. They ſhall feed in the 


Ways, Ang hem: paſture: ſhall be in all 
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© Containing futh Prophecies 4 'relate 70 _y 
© Death, Atonement, Reſurreflion, and Er- 
& ”" altation of the Meſſiah. Ds ABER. 1695 
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Yea', cyen_mine own familiar 0 
in n whom 1 truſted, who did alſo eat of - 


my bread, hath laid great wait for me. 
And LE . 1 ye N road 
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© 32 1. 
me „ q and if not; forbe 
they weighed for my price thirty prin 
Alber, and I caſt hem to — 
the houſe of the Lord. Smii ſhe 
| berd, and the ſheep ſhalt-be offends 
Hen was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, 
yet he opened not bis mouth!: he is brought 
as a lamb to the. laughter, and as 4 
ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he 
opened not his men He was taken 
from priſon and from judgment: and 
who fhall declare his generation 2— 
Falſe * witneſſes did riſe up againſt me ; | 
they laid to my charge things that I 
knew not. As e for me eee. was like a 
deaf man, and heard not; and as one 
that is dumb, and doch not open tis 

mouth TI y dog Aare co er 
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® Pfal. xxxv. 11. Fal. xxxvii. 13. 
_ Þ Pal. xxii. 16. This Prophecy is de 
the Meffiah's being put into the hands of the bea- 
then, The word ag v was univerſally applied by 
8 the 
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me, and the.counſel of the wicked hath © 
inclaſed. are gave my back to it 
| „and my cheeks to them that ? 8 1 
ked 0 T the hair. I hid not my face | <— 


 ſmite the judge of Iſrael with a rod. Un 
_ the cheek. They gave me gali to eat; _ SNL 
and when I was thirſty, 9 gre me: 
vinegar to arcs T 05505 
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and two weeks the fircets ſhall be built. e 
again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. And after three · core and „„ 
weeks ſhall Meſfab' be cut off; but nor fr 
himſelf.—Surely« he hath borne our gre. uh 
and carried our ſorrows: yet we did e- 
ſteem him ſtrieken, ſmitten of 8 
afflicted. But he was wounded'\for aur 
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together? The kings of che earth ſtand 
up; the rulers tate | counſel ' againſt' the 
Lord, and againft his anointed. He that 
dwelleth in heaven ſhall laugh them to 
ſcorn. The Lord ſhall have them in de- 
rifon. Thou ſhalt not leave my ſon! 
in bell; neither ſhalt thou ſuffer thine 
boly One to ſee corruption. —After * two 
days he will revive us, on the third day 
he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall live in his 
ſight.—Ik know that my Redeemer liueib, 
and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
upon the -earth.-I ' will ranſom ' them 
from the power of the graue: I will redeem 
them from death: O death, I will be thy 
plague 3 0 are eee 1g 1 


* Pal. xvi. 10. e 
. In this pa and 1 in others, the 
Prophets ſpeak in the plural: but it was a com- 
mon idea to conſider Chriſt as rifing, accompanied 
with all the faithful. Thus St. Paul: F we be- 
neve that Feſus died and roſe again; even ſo 92915 
svhich ſlerp in Fe Nr, aan God bring with bim. 
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| 1 Lord ſaid unto my * 
Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine. enemies thy footſtool. The Lord 
hall ſend the rod of thy power out of 
Zion: be thou ruler even in the midſt 
of thine enemies. In the day of thy 
power ſhall the people offer thee free- 
will offerings with a holy worſhip. The 
Lord ſware, and will not repent: Thou 
art a prieſt A ever, r the order of 
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| 0 Me Deccan 
this paſſage is taken, is commonly contraſted with 
the twenty-ſecond, which contains a full Prophecy 
of the humiliation of Chriſt ; as this does of his ex- 
altation. They are both quoted in this light fre- 


| quently by our Saviour, and his Apoſtles; —The 


ſeventy-ſecond and eighty-ninth Pſalms ſeem to 
relate to the efabliſbment of the Meſſiab's kingdom. 
They are full of expreſſions, which cannot poſſibly 
relate to David; or to any other ſubject. 
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=p 359. 1 
from Biſhop Hurd's Sermons on ro- 
phecy.“ 5 
6 The 8 flo E lies 
merely in the evidence produced, that 
certain paſſages were delivered in the 
Old Teſtament; and have been fulfilled 
by certain correſpondent events related 
in the New. The argument doth in no. 
degree depend on faith; but is calcu- 
lated to produce it. It is equally ſtrong, 
or equally weak, to a Chniſtian, or a 
Jew, or an unbeliever—the ſole point in 
queſtion being this, whether ſuch things, 
as were prophetically delivered, appear 
to have been fulfilled—a point, on which 
common ſenſe, and common honeſty 
will equally decide, on every ſuppo- 
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